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OUR STAND ON RECIPROCITY

For years leaders of the farmers
and the agricultural press, have been
telling us farmers that we should unite
in securing recognition of our rights
from the government and in the ad-
vancement of the interests of agri-
culture. At election times, however,
we have invariably failed to follow
this advice, and have divided on p.sty
lines. Farm papers that wge us 10
take independent action and then re-
main silent at election times, but
prove their own inconsistency. We be-
lieve that the agricultural press should
support the stand taken by the farm
ers’ organizations in so far as their
stand is in the best interests of ag-
riculture, even when that stand is not
in accordance with the stand of oue or
the other of the great political par-
ties

We believe the reciprocity question
to be the greatest issue pertaining to
the interests of the farmers that has
ever been before the country, It is
the issue above all others on which
we should stand together because it
affects us primarily. It is an issue
which every farmers’ organization that
has been heard from, has endoised.
The only farmers we know who are
opposing it are those who are reading
the straight party press, and who
have never taken any part in an open

discussion of the question at any
farmers’ meeting.
The farmers’ organizations which so

far have expressed themselves in fav
or of reciprocity, include: The Domin-
ion Grange, The Nova ona Fruit
Growers’  Association, The Eastern
Ontario Dairymen’s Association, The
Grain Growers' Associations of Mani.
toba and Saskatchewan, and The
United Farmers of Alberta. We have
yet to hear of a farmers’ organization
with the a small rruit
growers’ representing
special interests in British Col-
umbia, which has taken a stand
on the other side. Farm and Dairy
in supporting reciprocity is, there-
fore, but voicing the sentiment of
Capadian farmers as expressed by
practically all the leading farmers’
organizations of the Dominion.

In endorsing the stand of the united
farmers on this question, Farm and
Dairy does not wish it to be under.
stood that it is thoroughly satisfied
with the action of the Dominion Gov-
ernment.  We feel that the Govern-
ment should have gone further in re.
ducing the preference on goods im-
ported from Great Britain, as was
asked by the farmers’ deputation at
Ottawa last December. We feel that
the expenditures on militia and de-
fence are out of all right proportion
to the expenditures on agriculture.
We feel that the government might
have made greater reductions in the
tariff on such manufactured articles
as agricultural implements, spraying
machinery, mixed fertilizers, and ce-
ment also, as was requested by the
farmers.

exception of
association,

The Government, however, has tak
en o great step towards placing ag
riculture on an equal footing with
other industries. It is offering to do
more for the farmers in the matter of
freer trade than the Conservative
party is prepared to do. The opening
up of the United States market to
Canadian farm produce will be of in.
calculable benefit to us. Consumption
in the United States is rapidly over-
taking production, and as the years
go by the United States market will
become more and more valuable to
Canadian farmers. In Canada, with
the opening up of the vast agricultur-
al regions of New Ontario and the
Canadian west, the demand for wider
markets for our farm produce will be.
come ever more insistent. With our
large exportable surplus of farm pro-
duce we should supply the growing
demand in the United States tor tarm
produce from outside sources.

Farmers who are lining up in op-
position to free trade proposals will

do well to ask themselves from what

source they are gathering their in.
formation, whether it can be relied on
to give them both sides of the case,
and why they are taking a stand in di-
rect opposition to what has been re.
quested by all the farmers’ orgaunza-
tions in Canada.

OFFICIAL TESTS
On this page in our last issue we
published a clipping from Farm and
Home, in which the following state.
ment appeared :
“The seven-day test is mot of
“great value to practical dairymen,
“‘who consider that it is no indica-
‘‘tion «f either the p.ofit or produc.
‘‘tion that may be expected in a
‘“year. Holstein breeders are now
“the only ones to use the short
“test, and as it is made under offic-
ial supervision of the experiment
“‘stations it is reliable so far as it
“‘goes. But the cows are forced to
“such abnormal production, both
“in total milk yield and per cent,
“‘of butter fat that seldom is their
‘“record maintained in a 30-day
‘“test. The week’s test is all right,
“l)ul it is about as accurate in test-
“ing the year's yield as would a
“three-furlong spurt to tell how far
“a horse could travel in a day.”
The foregoing remarls do not do
lustice to this excellent test, The
seven and thirty day tests are the
most reliable and accurate tests of
any kind that are made to- -day. They
are supervised at every milking by of.
ficials appointed by the government
or dairy schools, These officials weigh
and test every milking, and thus the
tests are as accurate as they can well
be made. This cannot be said of any
other system of test now in use.
The statement that the cows are
forced to such abnormal production
in the seven day tests that theiy re-
cords are seldom maintained in a
thirty days’ test, is hardly borne out
bv facts. It not unfrequently hap-
pens that the total production for the
thirty days is larger in proportion
than for the first seven days. Cows
holding the seven day records often
hold the thirty day record also,
The Holstein men were the first to
recognize that production is of more
importance than show yard form,
and to adopt an official test. Their
seven day test is not only the first
official test adopted by any breeders’
association, but it is still the only
strictly official test that is made of
dairy cows. While there is truth in
the statement that the seven day test
immediately after freshening is not a
true indication of either the profit or
production that may be expected in a
year, still the Holstein Association
has not failed to recognize this fact,
and has adopted the seven ani thirty
day official test eight months after
calving for those who prefer it. This
latter test offers probably the most
accurate official test that can be ob-
tained of a cow's possibilities as a
persistent producer. Only a rew

breeders—these, as far as we know,
being located across the border—have
resorted as yet to unjustifiable weth-
ods to increase the milk and butter
production of their cows in seven day

tests immediately after calving. Still,

—
as the article in question shows there
is a tendency to discount some o ihes,
tests because of what these fei p,
have done. For this reason v fo
that the Holstein breeders will act
ing wisely if they devote more 1,
tion to tests made eight month afyy

calving. Were a number of b oq,
to do this and to draw attention ,
fact that their tests were so
they would soon reach the rew s
their foresight and enterpris

It is hardly in order for any

he

aper
or organization to endeavor 1.
discredit on the best official 1o
that has yet been invented hout

offering something better in its )lace
This has not yet been attemp: 1, a
it is generally recognized thu
expense involved in a yearly
test makes it impracticable T
seven day official tests have donc more
to advance the interests of dair, cay
tle than any other one factor, ap
they deserve to be encourag:
pecially those made eight month« i
calving.

MUST WE PLOW DEEPER
There is an opinion amongst may
of us farmers, and it has found wide

spread belief, that it is the jrope
thing to plow shallow rather thy
deep. Undue pressure of work ayl

a general shortage of labor have o
tributed to the ready acceptance anj
practice of shallow plowing Then
too, the wrroneous notion has potte
abroad that the sub-soil is deficient
in fertility and some of us
that if we plow deep and bring the
sub-soil to tlie top we will get a poorer
crop for some time.

Years of plowing of from four 1
six inches deep is having the un.
toward effect of decreasing yields
The land dries out more quickly tha
it formerly did when it was the con
mon practice to plow more deeply
and the shallow plowed land is mor
quickly adversely affected by drought

Where shallow plowing has ben
advocated it has been also advaned
that it be followed by deep cultivs
tion. When the soil has been plowed,
however, the necessity for the dey
cultivation is overlooked, and tie
consequence is a shallow root zone and
a compact soil not capable of holding
and retaining a maximum of wi
moisture, which is so necessary for
plant growth.

On our experimental farms greater
attention than was the case some
years ago is being given to the plox
ing and they are “going it" deep. Mt
John Fixter, Farm BSuperintonden
of Macdonald College, many Farm
and Dairy readers know, is a stron
advocate of very deep plowiny, anl
the results he secures demonst: te his
contentions to be well founded

Evidence is continually cropping
up that it will pay to plow decy, and
it appears that we are about to e
ter another period when deej plov
ing shall be the general practice Farm
and Dairy readers will recall tl - illw
tration of a deep plowing im) 'emert
published in our Special Fari M
chinery Number, June lst. ne d
these imploments was made 'se o
last spring on the farm wor ed bf
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