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ST. JOHN AND THE MAILS.

In another column of The Standard]
this morning will be found an official|
statement from the Post Office depart.|
ment touching the handling of Brl(ish!
mails between the ports of St. John
and Montreal. The department is
quoted as making a definite pledge

N. B, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1913.

tages it offers as a fleld for British
settlers is attracting attention in oth-
er parts of Canada is illustrated by
the publicaion in the Montreal Daily
Mail of an ediorial commending the

activity of Mr. Jamos Gilchrist, the

Provincial Superintendent of Immigra-

tion, who is now in Scottar¥, and is
doing s0 much to place the claims

thal(“lhe marl.e-r will be adjusted in| e ¢pq SRR s s
the interest of Canada u}xd on the| gotiars. Under the hesding  “The
proper lines.” This plainly settles

the question of discriminaticn against
St. John, so far as the government is
concerned, but there are points in the
communication upon which our people
are entitled to further information.
The department is authority for the
statement that there was no letter
mail on the Tunisian, and also that|
there will be none on the Royal]
George, the first steamar of the Cana-|
dian Northern service, which is due
here early Thursday morning. On
the other hand the most direct infor-|
mation The Standard can receive from|

Montreal is that the Tunisian’s mail|
was the regular British mail matter|
including hundreds of letters. How-

ever we will accept the official com-
munication in preference to our un-
official information. Of the
Canadian Post\ Office Department, or

course

Turn of the REast,” the Mail says:

“Hats off to the Province of
New Brunswick! While other pro-
vinces in Eastern Canada have
been sitting idly by and watching
Western Canada earn the world's
championship for immigration en-
terprise, New Brunswick has been
getting in some good work on her
own account. The province has
had immigration officials busy in
Great Britain for some time, point-
i out the advantages of that
part of Canada which {8 called
New Brunswick. The department
at home, besides, has taken the
frouble to meet immigrants hound
for the West at railway stations
and impress upon them the de-
sirability of life in Eastern Cana-
da. What is the proof of the pud-
ding? So far, in 1913, the immigra-
tion into New Brunswick is one
hundred per cent. better than it
was in 1912, And prospects for
1914 are rosy.

the Canadian Government has no “We often hear the big railway
control over the shipment of mails companies praised for the work
from the other side, and ccnse- lh‘e_\' ‘::‘ in bringing people to Can-
quently cannot be blamed for the l';.ut‘ ?.;l\‘e lf‘l:} pt:{:;nl:a‘ ;i;m\‘\l::;m_‘;kﬂzl:n::‘
gathered from their own communica- da. They haul them; and the
tion, that the first class mails are ap. new-comers create traffic. The

Canada through

while the news-

parently coming to
Halifax or New York,
papers and parcels are coming to St.
John and will not be sent forward by
fast mail traips. But the
naturally is St. John

special
question arises,
a mail port or a newspaper port?

If letter mails to Canada are rout-
ed through Halifax or New York be-
cause some British postal clerks are
ignorant of the existence of St. John
then something should be done to edu-
cate those and there is
room for active publi¢ity work on the

gentlemen

the Board of Trade.
ht of folly for the most
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population growth in Eastern Can-
ada Is not nearly so great as the
incregse in Western Canada—Dbut
it would be, if there were the
same lack of prejudice in Canada
against Asiatic immigration as
there is in the case of European.
(Canada’s enthusiasm for the West
is being capitalized by the trans-
portation companjes, which are
reaping a harvest out of this
Western boom more valuable
than many bumper crops of wheat.

“New Brunswick is Canada as
well as Manitoba, Alberta, Sas-
katchewan or British Columbia.
So is Quebec, for that matter.
Boosting of the West should not
be allowed to drcwn out the call
of the East for farmers to settle
on fertile tracts of unoccupied
land, And this lard, fertile and
near the best markets though it
be, is not all. The communities
are well organized with splendid

and in favor of Halifax or New York, educational facilitiecs and social
and no ore wants a prejudice shown advantages. The lonely life of
i Halifax for the benefit of St the prairie is absent; there {s
Je It is equally undesirable that] companionship, and many other
i 2 5 s mental compensations {n addition

there should be commercial strife or to all creature comforts. There
hard feeling between St. John and is sport for the sportsman, of a
Halifax, but certain facts are pressing| rare kind, in the waters, air and
for cousideration and cannot bej “,”‘"“' There are: q“‘ sea, great
Faiian rivers and mountain grandeur.
101 e And withal, at the moment, there
The people of St. Johuw requested is a spirit of enterprise abroad,

that this port should be placed on an

not mushroom in its origin or

lity with Halifax in the matter l‘ll(’(h'(ui.\‘_ but built on the solid
i 1 ndati ienc
of mails and, at the solicitation of oundation ~of experience and
knowledge. Those who have “stay-
Hon. J. D. Hazen, the Borden govern- ed with the game” in New Bruns-

ment did what no Liberal government

had ever dore and granted St. John's
request.

What
the request?
Johr

for making
the people
as represented by the
Board of Trade, believed that with
an absolutely fair deal this port could
show that it was as much superior to

the
Simply the

was reason

of St.

tor—matis—as freight. If

John are not

e
the
such as require to be taken to their
destination by the shortest route and
the fastest trains, then there is urgent
questioning and
John has no

mails coming to St

ity for
1s protests. St.
desire to quarrel with Halifax, but
this- port cau be proven to be the
natural winter mail port of Canada,
and what we want is a chance to
demonstrate it.

When the Tunisian’'s mail was
taken. by the I. C. R. route, on the
ground that it was composed only of
newspapers and packages, there was
considerable agitation in which The
Standard did not join, because we be.
lieved that the matter would right
itself, and the fact that the first mail
boat coming here was said to carry but
second class mail we thought was due
to accident rather than to design
‘When it is said the Royal George is also
carrying but secoud class mail to be
forwarded by the I. C. R, it looks
as if the accident was in a fair way
to become a habit, and if so St. John
is by no means satisfied.

What St. John wants is a test of
first ‘class mail carried to Montreal
over the C. P. R, 480 miles,
not over the I. C. R., 741 miles.
If we cannot beat Halifax on
such a test there is nothing further
.to be sald. But if, as The Standard
believes will be the case, the test
ghows that British mail can be more
guickly delivered in Montreal and the
. west by being landed at St. John and

handled over the C, P. R. route, than
through Halifax and the I. C. R, then
there is but one answer: St. Jobn

nec some

vigor

wick have no cause for regret,
and the newcomers, no doubt, will
reap, in this respect, where they
have not sown, by a participation
in the wave of prosperity that
now appears to be inseparable
from this section of the Provinces
by the sea.’-
B

SOUTH AFRICA’S GOLD

The fellowing statistics relating to
the production of gold in South Africa
are taken from a Cape Town despatch
to a western paper:

“In the course of a speech at the
annual dinner of the Certified Mechan-
ical Engineers, Sir Lionel Phillips
gave some illuminating figures re-
speeting the mining industry of the
Witwatersrand. There were 2,500 men
employed in the technical and electri-
cal branches, in addition to the 21,-
300 miners, artisans and other white
men. The total amount paid in sal-
aries and wages was close upon £8,-
060,000. Then thére were 178,375 na-
tives employed, who receive wages at
the rate of 53s. 3d. per month. Alto-
gether for native labor, and other costs
in connection therewith a sum of near-
ly £9,000,000 was paid. Stores repre-
sented an expenditure of £9,700,000
and taxes £1,648,000. The balance,
£8,000,000, went out of the country in
the form of dividends. Out of £37.-
000,000 of gold produced, roughly £29,
000,000 went to the sustenance and
advancement of the country.”

From this it appears that nearly
eighty per cent. of the output of the
South African mines is required to

.Anaturally kindly and peaceful men in-

poet and journalist, was born at St
Charles, P. Q. sixty-elght years ago
today. He ranks among the greatest
of Canadian-born humorists and poets.
He was educated in Montreal High
School, and began his journalistic ca-
reer in the Canadian metropolis. He
was associated with Robert Graham
in the establishment in Montreal of
the Free Lance, a journal of satire
and humor. In 1874 he went to New
York and joined the editorial staff
of the World, remaining with that pa-
per until 1883, when he became one of
the editors of the Philadelphia Record,
His untimely death occurred in the
Quaker City on Feb, 5, 1886. “A Thre-
nody for tho Ahkoond of Swat” was
one of the most successful of his hu-
morous poems, while his “Canadian
Ballads” are still treasured by many
Canadians. His international reputa-
tion was based largely on his “World's
Fables,” which were a feature of the
New York World during Mr. Lani-
gan's connection with that paper. The
late Mark Twain held a high opinion
of Lanigan's humor, and republished
no less than seven selections from
Lanigan's work in “Mark Twain's Lib-
rary of Humor.”‘ Most of Lanigan's
fables deal with birds and animals,
and bear such titles as “The Grass-
hopper and the Ant,” “The Kind-
Hearted She-Elephant,” “The Ostrich
and the Hen,” and “The Fox and the
Crow,” but the morals of the fables
are very human in their applications.
flssampiisentl e S

THE HUMAN PROCESSION

A BLIND SENATOR

In Mississipp! the politiclans take
their politics very seriously, and, since
duels with firearms are no longer in
fashion, they occasionally settle their
differences with their fists. A politi-
cal meeting that doesn't begin or end
with a “rookus” is considered a very
tame affair in the Mississipp’ hinter-
land. As no gentleman would fight
with a blind man, Thomas Pryor Gore,
who was later to win fame as United
States senator from Oklahoma, found
himself at a decided disadvantage
when he began his political career in
his native M sippi. On one his-
toric occasion, when the youthful Gore
was debating a point of politics with
Senator Hernandd De Soto Money, the
latter became enraged at the ridicule
heaped upon him by his verbal oppon-
ent, and shouted, “If you were not a
blind man, 1 would whip you!" Gore,
tearing off his coat, answered, “Well,

tie a handkerchief about your eyes
and wade right in.” The “rookus”

did not take place, for Senator Money

v so delighted with the spirit of
tless youth that he led the ap-
plause that greeted this sally and con-
gratulated the youngster on his
‘spunk.” It was this fighting spirit
which triumphed over a terrible physi-
cal disability and made Gore one of
the leading statesmen of the republic.
The Oklahoma Solon was born in
Webster county, Miss, forty4hree
years ago today. When he was eight
years old he lost his left eye by be-
ing accidentally struck with a stick
by a playmate, and three years later
the sight of the right eye was extin-
guished by an arrow from a cross
bow. Despite this handicap, Mr. Gore
graduated with honors from a normal
school, taught school to earn the mon-
ey to study law, and was not yet twen-
ty-one when he was nominated for the]
state legislature, but was obliged to
withdraw on account of his minority
as to age. At twenty-two he engaged
in the practice of law, and removed
to Texas a few years later, where he
became noted as a Populist orator, and
was nominated for congress. In 1901
he removed to Oklahoma, where he
was a member of the territorial coun-
cil, and, as a Democrat, was elected
to the United States senate.

THE PASSING DAY

THE BURNING OF NEWARK.
That war is capable of transforming

to something resembling fiends has
often been demonstrated. Such a de-
monstration occurred a century ago
today, when Gen. McClure, of the New
York militia, who had been placed in
command of Fort George, on the Ni-
agara, abandoned that post after per-
petrating a piece of wanton and cruel
folly that was a disgrace to American
arms. Before leaving he set fire to
the 150 houses in the village of New-
ark, the former Upper Canada capital,
driving the 400 inhabttants, mostly wo-
men, children, the aged and the sick,
out into the night. The weather was
extremely cold, and many people, thus
deprived of shelter, food and suffici-
ent clothing, died of exposure. The
black ruins of Newark and the graves
of the hapless victims naturally arous-
ed the spirit of vengeance, and within
a week or two British soldiers were
engaged in plundering and laying
waste the whole New York frontier to
Buffalo. For weeks the soldiers on
both sides indulged the spirit of re-
taliation and revenge, and the rules
of “civilized” warfare were suspended.
P

FIRST THINGS

THE POSTAL SERVICE.

The first regular postal service be-
tween two American cities was estab-
lished 241 years ago today, Dec. 10,
1672, when the government of New
York inaugurated & regular monthly
post to Boston. Some thirty-three
vears before that a post-office had
been opened in Boston at the house

meet the expenses of producing it. An
interesting subject for investigation
would deal with the relation the pro-
duction of gold bears to the produc-
tion of wealth. We are apt to con-
fuse the two, but gold is wealth only
because it is a standard of value.

R e —

Has It Helped You?

(Mail and Empire.) 5
It is said that the word “‘obey” was
omitted from the serviee that united
Miss Jessie Wilson and Mr. Francis
Mooy thas. fve ectisiog of ThE ond
ve WOl
heiped thefn much? i

of Richard Fa ks, “for all letters
which are brought from beyond the
seas, or are to be sent thither.” In
1657 . the Virginia Assembly provided
for the “rapid transmission” of of-
ficial fcath from i

to plantation on penalty of one hogs-
head of tobacco for each default. Four
years after the establishment of the

colonial court of Massachusetts found-
ed an official post-ofice in Boston, with

HISTORIC DAYS [N CANADA|
George Thomas Lanigan, humo:llo.'

New York-Boston monthly mail, the|week,

“Yes, u want a vacation
you just wife you've got to
sit up all with a sick friend.”

e

Match,
was buying type
do,” he said; “they're

all blue or black ‘and my typewriter
is a blonde.”

Not the Biting End.
Little Robbie was pulling the dog's

tall when his aunt said: “You musn’t
do that, Robbie; he will bite you.”

“Qh, no," lﬁ Robbie; *dogs don’t
bite ‘at this i
L@‘bomedy. r
“His sald the villain. “I am in

a plot!"

“You have killed somebody, eh?”
asked his accomplice.

“No, it isn’t that. My mother-in-law
has died and left me some city lots.”

Onto Himeelf.

Bix—Wonder why Podgers doesn’t
marry?
Dix—I guess he realizes he'd be a
fool to marty a woman who'd bhe fool
enough to marry him.

Don’t Consider Him,
“What did you tell that young man
in back of you when he asked you
to remove your hat?”
“Oh, I told him that if I held it in
my lap I couldn't see the moving pic
tures myself.,”

s

No Answer Required,

“Did you- tell
here?”

“Yep.”

“And what did she say?”

“She didn't say anything. She went
out.”

your sister I was

Getting Suspicious.

“My father talked me into taking a
course in domestic science.”

“And how do you like domestic sci-
ence?”

“Well, it looks like ordinary kitchen
work to me. If my suspiclons are
confirmed I shall drop the course and
make father buy me a fifty-dollar
hat.”

ﬁ he EestQualily ata Rusonuhlel’rice)

Moderately Priced
Diamond- Rings

Fine Quality stones, white,
brilliant and full ‘of fire. Not of-
ten do you have the opportuni-
ty of selecting a Diamond from
an assortment which is made
up of practically all fine quality
stones. In our store you may
purchase the very choicest of
Christmas gifts, choosing a
high-grade stone and buying it
at a moderate price,

It will be a treat for you to
examine these Rings—some are
beautiful solitaires; others culs-
ters of Diamonds or Diamonds
with other jewels. The great
variety of styles and designs
assures the selection of a Ring
that will be especially pleasing
to the person you wish to re-
member on Christmas Day.
Come in and inspect our gtock
of Diamond Rings.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticians
[21 KING STREET, 8T. JOHN, N.B. |
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: FRUIT CAKE
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§ ROBINSON'S:5 STORES, i

Hours 7.30 to 9.30, three nights 3
 Wednesday, m&l-

Terms on ap| i ¢
8. KERR. Principal,

John Heyward as p . The
first parliamentary aét for the estab-
lishment of a postal system in' the
English-American coloniés was pas

in 1692, and a royal patent was grant-
ed Jo Thomas Heale, who was al
ized to transport letters at such }
“as the planters d agree'

-3

What's the Use.
Henry Miller, the well-known actor,
elights in telling negro stories, par-
ticularly those illustrating the curious
logic sometimes indulged in by colon
ed people. He was telling ro:sntly %
of a new colored mald employed by
Mrs, Ellsworth, a friend of his.

“One morning,” said Mr. Miller, “as

the maid came downstalrs, her mis
tress said: ‘Emma, did you knock at|
Miss Flora's door when I sent you up
with ‘the breakfast? "
“No, ma'am,” replied the malid, with
preternatural gravity, “What was de
use ob a-knockin’ at her do' w'en I
knowed fo' sure she was lw dar?”

Think of all the pleasure and satisfaction that will follow

‘your investment in a

of fine quality’ now!

Come in ana see our Splepdid Valuudndlmw i
. FERGUSON & PAGE
Diamond Importers and Jewelers, KING ST,

.

No need to worry about your
soups and gravies. Oxo Cubes
will give them that rich-
ness and flavour found
only in the choicest beef

We have all kinds of Skating
Boots, but “McPHERSON’S LIGHT-
NING HITCH” always give satis-
faction.

Ask those who have used them.

Men's, Women's, Boys, and
Girls' Skates attached free, Mail

IN CABINETS

Cabinets of Silverware com-
bine utility with attractiveness.

1847 Rogers Bros.” Spoons
and Forks.

The Cabinets :cantain 36,-
48 and 60 pieces respectively.

3 Doz., $29.25 4 Doz., $39.25
5 Doz., $50.75

T. McAVITY & SONS, Limited

Canadian, American and En‘gliéh

Pocket and Desk Diaries

For 1914
BARNES @©.CO., LTD.

84 Prince William Street

orders solicited.

For sale by

Francs & Vaughan

19 King Street

WINDOW FRAMES
and iA_SHES

Two factories to
fill your orders—
promptly and sat-
isfactorily.

Write or 'Phone

for Quotations.

CHRISTIE WOODWORKING GO, LTD.
248 City Road
R R Bl o AR

i

[ NIGHT CLASSES |

Open every night in the week,
during the entire year
LOW RATES NOW

P )

THE ). R. CURRIE
COMMERCIAL INSTITUTE
87 Union Street, )

.
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\J. £ WILSON, LTD.

Cast Iron and Sheet Metal Work of
Every Description

Copper, Cast Iron and Galvanized Iron Work,
for Buildings a specialty.

17-19 Sydney Street. 'Phone M 356

AAAAAAAAA AL

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

Doors, Sashes, Mouldings,

MIRRORS, PLATE GLASS, ART WINDOWS

MURRAY & GREGORY, LTD., - ST. JOHN, N.B.

Beaver Board, Ruberoid Roofine, Lumber, Shingles, Boxes

Christmas Gifts
For All

Now s the time and this
is the . Opportunity for

Christmas buying, com:
to us for DOLLS, TOYS,
GAMES, BOOKS, STA-
TIONERY, FANCY
GOODS, ETC.

8ale - of Handkerchiefs,

2.,
106, 123, oo oo 20
i

NEVER IN THE HISTORY

OF ST. JOHN

has such a large and ;Motockofl'lctwubeen

gotten together as we are showing for Xmas, ' They
are here at all prices and on every conceivable sub-

ject.

Our window display will give you an idea ‘of
what we mean, and we will be glad to have you in-
Dop i sy i

spect the otfers at your leisure.

e bk send

’
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