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Fow Large Fires in Year.

A local fire insurance man yes-
terday that the underwriters here had
had a fairly good year. Outside of
the Sackville blaze there were few
large fires in the province, though
there had been the average or more
of small fires,

New Immigration Officer.

D. H. Waterbury, superintendent
of Dominion Publi¢c Buildings has been
in Fredericton making an inspection
of the office recently opened there for
the accommodation of A. B. Wilmot,
Dominion immigration officer for the
province,

Wins Royal Approval.

On Monday evening at the tea table
places beside his plate Byron C. Tap-
ley found letters from two queens.
One of these gracious messages was
from Buckingham Palace from Her
Majesty Queen Mary, and the other In
mourning envelope dafed from Sand-
ringham, Norfolk, from the Queen
Mother, Alexandra; both letters ex-
pressing appreciation of Mr. Tapley's
work, “Sonata Britannica,”

The Wacth Night ervices,

‘Watch night services were held In a
number of city churches last evening
and in most cages there were good at-
tendances. The services were mark-
ed by special music, and bfief ad-
dresses, As midnight marked the en-
trance of the new year, the bells of
the churches pealed forth and after a
short Interval the members of the
comgregations filed out, the majority
going to their homes and the balance
proceeding to King's Square to
mingle with the crowds there.

The First 1918 Joke.

While the handsome and talented
young men who compose The Stand-
ard’s writing staff were grinding out
copy about three minutes after twelve
o'clock this morning the telephone
bell rang. The young man who an-
swered the call heard a sweet femin-
ine volce, with a ripple of mischief
in it, enquire: “Is this 1913?" “No,”
replied the unsuspecting newspaper
writer, “Thig {s 1746, you have the
wrong number.” “Well, just look at
your calendar,” was the message
which came over the wire. Thus was
the first 1913 joke recorded.

Ingpecting Farms.

Jas. Gilchrist Jeft ~yesterday for
Queens county to inspect some farms
with the idea of having them taken
over by the farm settlement board of
which he is secretary. A, W. Hay,
chairman of the board, and A. B, Wil-
mot, the Dominfon immigration officer
for the province are on the North
Shore Inspecting farms there, which
sons of native farmers wish to pur-
chase with the assistance of the board.
It is understood that the properties
are at Blackville, Bathurst and other
places. One family which wishes to
return from the states to the North
Shore, have applied to the board for a
farm in Gloucester country.
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 FORGOOD HEALTH N YEAR

In comparison with the preceding greatly below that of the preceding
year, 1912 shows a gratifying decrease

year, while the number of deaths
in | which resulted from the diseases is

the city. For the twelve months end-|very small. Different reasons may be

of | assigned for this fact, greater efforts
as|on the part of the health authorities,

668, as compared with 737 for 1911,|and greater attention on. the part of
making the death tale for last year|the people to the educational cam-
smaller by 69 than for the preceding|paign which has been conducted dur

ing late years in connection with

The deaths for the past year, and|health matters,
also for 1911 by months, was as fol-

In 1912 there were diphtheria, 34
cases; scarlet fever, 75; typhold, 43;
mensles and smallpox, § each, From all
these diseases only § deaths resulted,

January 62, February 48, March 63,
Apﬂe‘f& M.y'G& JE;“ 73, Tuly : . :“g. a significant fact,
ust September 61, October, 46, Nov-
ember 68, December (recorded to yes- g)l'gll:::;.ﬂ;' o%znf:u.l::"::d“lv‘:):' .2‘?'!

In 1911 there were 109 cases of

pox. The total for 1912 was 164, and
for 1911, 284, making the number for
last year, 120 less than for tha pres

January 64, February 87, March 79,|ceding year.
April 72, May 07, June 63, July 36,
August 92, September 54, October 58, | number of cases of infectious and con
Noverhber 46, December 61, Total, 737, |taglous diseases reported show & most

As regards contagious and infecti- | gratifying state of affairs, and in every
ous diseases the city has been remark-
ably healthy. For the past year the|a record from the point of view of
number of cases reported has been

The number of deaths as well as the

respect the year just closed establishes

public health,
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Year and Welcome 191
by Concert.
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Power Boat Club was the scene

members gathered in the club house

clock and opened the programme wi

on the platform
ried out:

Bond; solo, Bd. O'Hara;

CELEBRHTION

Members of St. John Power
Boat Club Farewell Oid

ew.
The Temple Band paraded from
their hall to the club house at 10 o*

the playing of O Canada. Commodore
8. P. Gerow ocecupled the chair and
were the vice and
rear commodores and the fleet cap-

ain,
The following programme was car-

Band, O Canada; selection, band;
solo, Fred. Ramsey; mandolin and ban-
jo, Bond and Bagnell; monologue, Jas.
bone selec-

TREE AND TREAT
N FAIRVILLE

Annual Entertainment iu Fair-
ville Presbyterian Church
Sunday Scheol, Last Evening
was Great Success.

o,

3

The antiual Christmas tree enter-
tainment by the members of the Sun-
day school of the Fairville Presbyter-

The headquarters of the St. John fan church was held last evening, and

was successfully carried out, a large

of| attendance joining in the festivities.

a happy event last evening, when the|An interesting programme of songs,

to|readings, and choruses was rendered

tarewell the old year and welcome the by the children of the scheel. Inter-

esting featureg of the entertainment
were the presentations which marked
the occasion. The awarding of diplo-
mas for the year's work was made dur-
ing the ‘evening, Arthur Wiison, Arthur
Myles and Fred Duff receiving diplo-
mas for Scripture reading and Roy
Finchure and Alex Somerville for reg-
ular attendance.

In the presentations the pastor, Rev.
Mr, Townsend, received a silk scarf;
the organist, Miss Minnie Monch, was
presented with a purse of money; to
Miss Duff, the leader of the mission
band, an umbrella was presented as
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Unable, So Far, to Cut for
Storage, as Ice is Altogether
Too Thin for General Use,

it

The mild weather this winter nas
played hob with the plans of the lce:
man. Usually the companies have
been able to start cutting for storage
before the New Year, but ut présent
there 18 very little ice available that
is more thaf three -or four Inches
thick, which is altogether itable

our prices before purchasing any of the above. -

ates —Tiles

It will be found advantageous to inspect our stock get

WHTHORNESCO.L
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KET SQUAR

E2KING ST

for storage. Some of the companies
are cutting the thin ice to supply the
demands of thelr customers at the
present time, as in spite of a hnvy!
cut last winter most of them had run
out of ice. The manager of one com-
pany said there had been a great in-
crease in the demand for ice last sum:
mér-ag compared with previous years,
and that the business of supplying ice
was growing in importance, though it
is & well known fact that owing to the
cool weather here in summer the peo-
ple do not use half as much fce as an
American city of the same size,

WILL INSPECT
ALL “MOVIES” IN
THE PROVINGE

Factory -Inspector will Start|
on Tour in Few Days to
See if New Regulations are
Obeyed. |

|

|
l
|
|

i
i

The provinelal factory inspector,
John Kenny, Jr, will in a few days
make a tour of the province for thb
purposes of Inspecting all the moving
picture houses, and seeing that they
comply with the provisions of the new
law governing such institutions, Al
these theatres are required to have
a license, and must be fitted up so
as to admit of the patrons escaping
readily. Mr., Kenny says the act has
been sent to all the proprietors of
such houses, and that as they have
had time to comply with its provi-
slons, he will prosecute all who have
not taken out licenses or otherwise
complied with the law.

parison of value will show you our prices are right:

NEW ART WILLIS

A new style WILLIS Piano endotsed by thte best pianists. Write for Catalogues

WILLIS & CO., LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS, I
Sole Canadian Repressntatives the Peeriess KNABE and other leaders,

.Local Representatives: WILLIS PIANO & ORGAN CO.

SLEDS—SLEDS

The largest and best assortment we have shown both boys and gitls; a com-

BOY'S SLEDS -. .. ...
GIRLS FRAMERS

8T. CATHERINE STREET WEST,

MONTREAL, P. @

. .. ..30c.,60c., 75c.,$1.25, $1.50, $2, $2.60, $3, $5

4 “|a recognition of “her services, while
tion, Tom Roberts; selection, band; |ihe guperintendent of the school, Mr.
comic song, Allan Bailley; bell selec-|nora0d, wag the reciplent of a silk

«= -~ -~ 40c., 60c., 76¢., $1, $1.25,§1.50, §2, $2.50, $3

Entertained Children,

The Young Ladies’ Guild of St. Mon-
fca’s Soclety entertained the children
of the sewing classes which are con-
ducted by the guild, yesterday after-
noon in the rooms of the I. L. and B.
Society. The young ladies provided a
Christmas tree abundantly laden with
gifts and dainties for the children,
and made the afternoon a very pleas-
ant one for the youngsters, 4 pro-
gramme eonsisting of reading by Miss
Greaney, solos by M. Kelly, Miss Mc-
irath and Miss Donovan was carried
out during the afternoon. The enter-
tainment was in charge of Miss Clare
O’Connor, Miss Geraldine Hogan,
Miss Keefe, Miss Kelly, Miss Coll, and
Miss Alice Ward. The officers and
executive of St. Monica’s Soclety were
Present at the entertainment.

Sunday School Christmas Tru:

The annual Christmas entertain-
ment of Waterloo street Baptist
Church Sunday school was held iast
evening. Rev. F. A. Newcomb, acting
&s Santa Claus, presented each child
with a gift from the tree. The teach-
ers and scholars of the adult class
instead of placing presents for each
other on the tree gave offerings for
the poor. A pleasing feature was the
pr tion of an fHuminated
dress from the Church and Sunday
echool to Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Smith
on the occasion of the thirty-eighth
enmniversary of their wedding day.
Rev. ¥. H. Wentworth, the pastor,
made the presentation. Little Irene
‘Ventworth presented Mr. and Mrs.
‘S‘I:l::h with & bouquet of white carna-

THE BOMD OF THNGE
D A S50

tion, Bond and Bagnell; solo, Robt,
Carson; seleétion, band.

At 11 o'clock the members sat down
to & banquet in the dining hall. Af-
ter the different toasts had been re-
sponded to and full justice was done
to the good things, those present re-
paired out doors. where a large bon-
fire was lighted on the surrounding
hills, and the year was ushered in by
the firing of cannon,

During the evening the commodore
presented the club with a large steel
engraving of Nelson's famous signal,
“England’s this day expects every man
to do his duty™

The steward, Edward Bedingfield,
was remémbered by members, and pre.
sented with a purse of gold.

CHSTI THET
N MISSON CHORC

Happy Gathering of Children
in Church of .St. John Bap-
tist— Christmas Tree and
Prize Presentation.

The annda) treat was given the chil-
dren of the Mission church yesterday
when 8 hundred and forty assembled
in the schoolroom of the building.
They were greeted by a tree laden
with presents and each child receiv-
ed one or more useful articles. The
distribution was made by Mrs, Roland
Frith,

Supper was served at 5.30 after

ich for the work done by the
Sunday school pupils through the year
were u as follows:

Senfor boy's prize: Harry Ellis
. Senior girl's prize: Elizabeth Ham.

ton, :
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scarf,

MANY ATTRAGTIONS

FOR YNE!_YF.IH'S oY

Great Variety of Entertain

ment in Store for Residents
of St. John, Morning, After-
noon and Evening.

Today clitizens of St John will
celebrate the arrival of the New Year
in a large variety of ways, appropri-
ate to age, station and inc/nation.
Many of the fraternal and Other or-
ganizations will hold receptions for
members and friends; the amusement
houses will have special attractions;
there will be a good programme of
sports and the weather man promises
to smile on the desires of those who
wish to enjoy themselves out of doors.
Some of the features of the day's
programme are as follows:

Morning.

Sunday school rally of Methodists
in Centenary church at 10,30,

Sunday school rally of Congrega
tionalists and Presbyterians In St.
David's at 10.30,

March of Sunday school children
to King Square for a grand rally.

Services in all the Catholic
churches.

Reception by the Mystic Shriners
throughout the day.

Reception by St. John Power Boat
Club, at 10 o'clock, with Temple of
Honor Band in attendance, -

Fraternal visits of the firemen and
general “open house.”

“At home” of Lieut. Col, McAvity
and officers of the 62nd Regiment in
thelr new mess rooms, Germain stieet
ten o'clock to ome.

Afternoon.
"Mk:tclnu by curling clubs in their

nks.
Athletic exhibition in Y. M, C, A.
“The Toymaker” at the Opera

House., -

Special matinee performances at
emmmgmomnm.
Gem, Star, Unique, Lyric snd Em-

Tee and roller

Annual treat for

Falls by Fathen Mathew
Evening.

Reception in Y. M. C. A, for mem
bers and friends.
Brue” st the Opers

House,
mummdmm

at Silver

EMPLOYERS OFFER

They Stand Out for Rate of
$3.00 per Day—Organized
into Local of Longshore-
men.

st

The scowmen who went on strike
the other.day have been organized
into’a local of the international
Lougshoremen’s Union, and will have
the support of the jongshoremen of

the port in_their efforts to secure bet-
ter conditions. An officer of the new
unfon said yesterday that the offer of
the employers to pay them by the hour
would mnot be accepted by the men,
as they lost enough time as it was &o-
ing to and from thelr work, Often they
they had to turn out at five o'clock
in order to get their breakfast and
reach Indiantown in time to go to
work at seven, dnd in the evening
when they returned home they had
to walk a long distance to see the
foreman and find out, where they
would go to work next day.

It was said that the members of
the longshoremien's, union would fe-
fuse to transfer the deals from the
scows to the ships if the difficulty
was not spegdily adjusted,

The companies have offered to pay
the men 33 cents an hour while ac-
tually working, but the men are stand-
ing out for $3.00 a day, parts of the
day to be paid for on the basis of the
present arrangement.

Be Early at Nickel Today.

The Nickel has a superb programme
as the advertisement inditates, for the
beginning of 1913. Brerything is new
and bright—a good laughing and in-
teresting holiday bill. The Francis
and DeMarr duo will have new songs
and funny stuff, and Signor Manetta
will continge in his magnificent num-
bers. Pleate besr in mind that the
Nickel will be open for the peginning
of fts programme o 1.50 sharp, and
again at 630, In order to fulfil the
requirements of thé new regulations—-

| which the house mansgement and staff

will rigidly enforce—early visits of
patrons are Furthermore in
faimess to the theatre and waiting
patrons it is expected those seeing
one whole show will not stay for
another round of the programme but
will leave promptly°to make room for
others, Start year right by being
a good fellow—male or female.

Veivet Corduroys.

d” A. Dykeman ;‘u €o. ha;: reeel;
an_express pment ECare
goods in St John which will gladden
the hearts of many women and chil-
dren, who have been waiting for the
material, Velvet corduroys have been
aimost impossible to
and they are mow

in black, navy, brown and
fawn, at 7 and 95 cents s yard.

EMERSON & FISHER, LTD., 256 GERMA'N STREET

All M. R. A. Stores Will Close at 6
p. m. Saturday During the Months of
January and February.

To The
- Man Who
Wants An
Qvercoat

Y  This Exhibit Wil Appeal
| With Striking Force

There’s a feeling of satis-
faction and comfort in wearing
an overcoat you know is be-
coming and fits well.

It will be easy to own such a
coat if you choose from our
fine showing.

Men who wear M.R.A. over«
coats invariably stand out in
the average crowd.

$o because our models re-
flect the genius of high class
designers impossible to put in-
to ordinary garments.

Come and see how fashion-
able M.R.A. overcoats are and
how nominal the cost of the
coat you want. !

MEN’S WINTER

$27.00

UPTO
CLOTHING DEPARTMENT,

Happy New Year to All

A
| Our Friends and Patrons
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