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‘M, O'Hara before the I

Unusually large Selar

Eruption Noticed at
St. Louis by Father
Brennan.

Boston Alarmed by Fierce
Titunder Storm---No
Word frem Official
Observatory.

The comet came, the comet went,
and the old world is no worse and
no better and very little wiser, There
was no collision as the superstitous
and ignorant feared and now that
the comet is headed away from us
there will be no recurrence of the
manifestations of terror that were re-
corded from all parts of the country
and of the world. The earth did pass
through the tail of the comet, but none
of the auroral effects which some
astrcnomers were willing to concede
might be visible were in evidence.

Nor did anybody suffocate from
dead syangen gas. Comet parties were
held everywhere, in the streets, on
roof tops, but for all that was visible
to the naked eye, the tail of the com-
et was indeed “the veriest approach
to nothing set in the midst of naught.”

In fact the phenomena of the day-
light hours yesterday were far more
interesting. During the afternoon
sun spots were observed in varying
numbers about the same hour, but it
appears the astronomers whe record-
ed them were almost unanimous in
the belief that they had nothing to do
with the approach of the comet and
were merely colncidental,

Accepting the estimate of Director
Campbell of the Lick Observatory
that the diameter of the cemet’s tall
was 1,000,000 miles along the line
of the earth’s tramsit, it may be cal-

~ SUN SPOTS AND
HEAVY

STREETS THRONGED WITH
CROWDS LOOKING IN VAIN

FOR SIGNS OF TI:IE COMET

SHOWERS

Never Touched Me.

ulated that the earth in the
encountered 48,000,000,000,000
miles of the tail,

Prof. Campbell thinks the tall con-
tains mot more than a single solid
particle of gaseous molecule to the
cubic yard. It is a simple calculation
to determime that on this memerable
Journey we encountered 266 sextillions
of these particles of molecules. In
figures this looks imposing, thus:

Continued on page 2.

CONBUTOR T
QUEBEE BiSHop

Special Session Of Diecesian
Synod Considers Appoint-
ment Of Assistant To Bishop
Dunn—Will Be Opposition.

cubie

Quebec, May 18.—A special session
of the Quebec diocesan synod was
convened in the church hall this
morning in answer to a summons is-
sued by the lord bishop of the diocese.
The object of this special session is
for the purpose of deciding the ques+
tion of the election of a coadjutor to
His Lordship Bishop Dunn, who has
made the request for thie election of
an assistant. At the cathedral an im-
pressive service was conducted gnd
an inspiring sermon preached by Right
Rev. A. C. A. Hall, bishop of Ver-
mont,

1t is anticipated that some difficulty
will be encountered in the election of
a coadjutor as some of-the leading
clergy and laymen of the diocese have
declared themselves both orally and
in writing to the effect that the best
interests of the diocese would be serv-
ed by abstaining from the election of
a condjutor altogether since the canon
on the subject makes such coadjutor
whe will bear the title of bishep of
Sherbrooke, the successor of the lord
bishop of the diocese, and if left
with the see vacant a better man could
be secured than anyone who is likely
to accept the position of coadjutor.

WAS FORGED OUT OF
BUSINESS BY GOMBINE

Boston, May 18.—That he was fore-
ed from the business by H. P. Hood
and Som, who he alleged not only
overseld him to the producers, ang

undersold him to the consumers, but
that they even gave milk away to his
customers, was the testimony of John
ive com-

REGIPROGITY
BT FAVORED

Montreal Chambres de Com-
merce Comes Qut Strongly
Against Movement—Record
Opening Of Belle Isle Strait.

Special to The Standard. sty
Montreal, May 18.—The Chambre de

W. H. BANKS
PASSED AWAY
AT CALEDONIA

Well Known Nova Scotia
Newspaper Man Succumbs
To Sudden lliness — Editor
Of The Gold Hunter.

Commerce came out today strongly
against reciprocity with the United
States, passing a resolution asking the
government to pay no heed to the
movement across the border. The res-
olution clalmed that reciprocity would
endanger the British preference and
Canadian industries.

The earliest opening of the Straits
of Belle Isle for nfivigation on record
is denoted by the passing through the
northern shert cut of the steamer
Manchester Mariner, bound from Mon-
treal to Manchester. The Straits have
been reported clear of ice for some
days. In previous seasons no vessel
has attempted the northern passage
until the end of June and sometimes
the first week in July. The opening
of the Straits in the middle of May is
phenomenal, and may not be witnes-
sed again for many years. The Man-
chester Mariner passed through at 7.
30 p. m. yesterday, a message to that
effect being received here tonight from
the wireless station at Port Arthur.

MAYOR OF LAWRENCE
15 UNDER ARREST

With Chief Engineer, Major
White Was Indicted By Es-
sex Circuit Court—Local
Policemen Served Warrants.

Lawrence, Mass,, May 18.—Acting
on secret indictments returned in a
supplementary report of the Hssex
County Circuit, sitting in Newbury-
port today, officers of the local police
force, assisted by a member of the
state police, tonight arrested Mayor
Willlam P. White and Chief Engineer
James A. Hamilton of the local fire
department. :

mittee which is investigating the milk
situation at the State House this -ll.‘
terngen. !

Agother blow to the contractors was | Worceste,

given by Representative James Oliver

M. D, medical examiner of the first
r district. 4

pecial to: The d.

Caledomia, May 18.—This community
was startled this morning by the an-
nouncement of the sudden death of
W. H. Banks, editor of the Gold Hunt-
er. He had onmly returned last might
from a visit to Annapelis, his native
town and was in his usual good health
when he retired. After four o'clock
this morning Mr. Banks arose to
watech the comet in which he was
much interested and again retired a
short time afterwards, at 6 o'clock
he left his bed to take up the duties
of the day and within an hour passed
suddenly away, death being due to
heart failure. He was a native of An-
napolis, N. S,, and formerly edited the
Annapolis Journal and Spectater of
that town. He came to Caledonia some
22 years ago and established the Gold
Hunter. Mr. Banks was a man of
kindly and genial dispesition and high-
ly esteemed by all who knew him. He
leaves a wife and two sons, ome in
Caledonia and another in New York,
The passing of Mr. Banks will be a
severe loss to northern Quegns gnd
a matter of great regret all over the
country, Mr. Banks was about 60 years
of age.

SUDIEN DENTH OF
MR R W, INBRSE

Traveller For Imperial 0il Com-
pany Given Short Notice At
Bridgewater—Was a Resi-
dent Of Amherst.

i

Bridgewater, N. 8., May 18—R, W.
Ambrose, a well known citizen of
Amherst and a traveller for the Im-
perial Oil Company, Halifax, died
suddenly at Clout’s Hotel tonight.
He -had been out flshing during the
afternoon and returned early in the
evening' and ate a hearty supper.
Shortly after having the meal he was
taken suddenly ill and passed away.
His wife and family reside in Am-

WILL ATTEND §
TOURNAMENTS

Fredericton Firemen Plan Visits
To Houlton, Amherst, And
Truro — Discouraging Re-
port Of Stranded Drives.

Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, N, B, May 18.—The
fire department members held a spec-
1al meeting this evening and decided
to attend three tournaments this sum-
mer. They will go to Houlten, Me.,
for July 4th., running an excursion
there by C. P. R. and they will also
attend the tournament at Amherst, N.
8., during Old Home Week from July
10th to 16th, and the Truro, N. S.
tournament on August 24th and 25th.

Lieut. Col. Surgeon J. W. Bridges
has been notified of transfer to Que-
bec and will leave fer there in Sep-
tember, the transfer being in the way
of a military promotion,

John Kilburn and a number of
stream drivers off his drive and oth-
ers stranded on the head waters of
Upper St. John River arrived here
tonight. They report large quantities
of logs hung up at Big Black River
rapids about 22 miles above the head
of upper corporation limits.

There is said to be abeut 15,060,000
feet in one big jam at that point.

The wedding of Mr. Robert N. An-
derson and Miss Kathleen Oldham,
daughter of Mr. John Oldham, took
place at 7.30 o’'clock this evennig at
the Cathedral. The ceremony was
performed by Very Rev. Dean Scho-
field and service was fully choral,
as both bride and bridegroom have
been members of the choir. The hap-
py couple left on the evening train
for St. John where they will spend a
few days before going to Souris, P.
E. Island. The bride/received a large
pumber of handsome presents, in-
cluding a chafing dish from the
Cathedral choir.

The groom is employed in railway
construction work with Mr. 8. B.
Whitehead in P. E. Island.

PROMOTION FOR
COAL CO. OFFIGIALS

Special to The Standard.

Glace Bay, N. 8., May 18.—Bulletins
issued by Assistant General Manager
MacDougall of the Dominion Coal Co.,
today, are to the effect that Mr, Alex.
MacDonald for the past ten years
manager of the Caledonia Mines has
been appointed district superintendent
of collieries Nos. 3, 4 and 6. John
Casey, underxrou:‘dpn}afngor. is ap-
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Passing of Halley Comet
Great - Disappsintment
from Spectacular Stand-
point.

P g

Jupiter Received Much
Attention from Local
Star-Gazers--What Mr.
Hutchinsen Says.

Will Have Another Chance
Friday Evening After
Comet Shifts to Other
Side.

In the opinion of many St. John peo-
ple Halley’s comet did not come up to
expectations. They were out on the
streets last night waiting for some-
thing to happen, but they waited in
vain.

If the comet ever had any sinister
designs upon this old sphere the as-
tronomers and others who claimed
that there might be something doing
in the design line last night, have an-
other guess coming,

Not a thing happened, and though
thé people did not exactly want to ex-
perience a bump from a body with the
bumping nower which has been gener-
ally cred™S d to the comet, yet it i a
fact that all of them wanted something
to happen, but it didn’t. A thrill of
any sort would have been acceptable
but the thrills were not there.

According to what the sporting edi-
tor would call the “straightest dope”

s

the earth and the sun last night and
it was popularly, though not accurate-
y supposed, that the transit would be
made the occasion of a sort of heaven-
ly fireworks display which would be
worth seeing.

Consequently St. John was out in
force to see anything that was to be
geen. King street was thronged with
comet hunters from early in the ev-
ening until it was apparent that there
was nothing to see, when the crowd
went home, safe but disappointed.

During the evening the planet Jup-
iter was visible near the ‘moon and
many were of the opinion that the
harmless Jupiter was the visitor of
which so much has been written. Many
mecks were craned at Jupiter as he
pursued his serene course across the
'sky and many and curious were the
remarks made as to the identity pt the
visitor,

It was the general though unsclenti-
fic opinion that Jupiter was the com-
et, Hardly a square deal to make,
Jupiter, who as astronomers tell us,
is one of the most thoroughly domest!-
cated of the planetary bodies, re-
sponsible for the vagarles ascribed
to Halley’s wanderer, and if Jup. has
any ears they must have burned last
night for everybody was talking about
him.

As a matter of fact the comet did
cross the sun last might, but the pas-
sage was not visible east of the Paci-
fic coast. On Friday night for a shert
time the comet will be visible in the
Maritime Provinces with the naked
eve, after sunset, so last night’s disap-
pointment will be in 8 measure miti-
gated.

The astronomical experfs on some
of the city newspapers have been in
a bad way since this comet thing
butted into the public attention. Some
remarkable statements have been
made which can enly be explained by
the theory that the writers have fall-
en under the influence of the celestial
visitor. One paper gravely announced:

“Rach night it will set later and lat-
er, getting larger each night until
May 30, when it will begin to become
less noticeable and by June 15th will
again be invisible.”

As the comet will now be journey-
ing away from the earth it will de-
crease in apparent size each evening.
So comet hunters who have been un-
able to get a glimpse of the comet
should take advantage of the earliest
opportunity. As the showmen say it
will be the last good chance.

Anether paper said the comet would
appear on KFriday one hour after sun-
set in the western sky. The location
is correct but the time unfortunately
according to the almanacs is the ex-
act hour at which the comet will dis-
appear below the horizon.

A Standard man drifted in on D.
L. Hutchinson, the meteorological di-
rector, last night, and found him sur-
veying the heavens through his tele-
scepe.

“Have you seen the comet?” asked
the reporter.

“Not a cemet,” was the reply, “but
I can give you a look at Jupiter.”

Now the reporter was not sure just
how far Jupiter was entitled to mews-
paper space when there was such a
strong counter attraction as the com-
et playing the same dates, but he de-
cided te take a look and as far as his
layman's knowledge went Jupiter

Continued on page 2. |

the comet was due to pass between’

YARMOUTH IS
ELATED OVER
CPR. PLANS

Hears Report That Boston And
Maine Will Be Taken Over
By Canadian Pacific Railway
—Steamship Activity.

Special to The Standard.

Yarmouth, N. 8., May 18.—In con-
versation with a correspondent today,
a gentleman who resides in Boston
said that the Boston and Maine rail-
way system would very soon pass in-
to the hands of the Canadian Pacific
‘company. Yarmouth is elated over
the now assured fact that the latter
will practiéally control the railway
and steamship business in Western
Nova Scotia. Its people fully realize
that this place is the gateway to and
from the United States and that the
C. P. R. have taken over the D. A. R.
with a view to extending its business.
Yarmouth will therefore be the point
of departure for the modern steamers
which the company will place in com-
mission between this port and ‘Bos-
ton.

The people also believe that the
New York service which the D. A. R.
started a few years ago and which
was abandoned, will be re-established.
The steamer Prince Arthur performed
the service but the ship was not large
enough to give stateroom accommoda-
tion to all who required it. When a
large boat is placed upon the route
she will carry thousands of passen-
gers who have never seen the pro-
vince. This travel is of immense
value to business people,

Friday will be universally observed
here as a day of mourning, every
store and office in the place having
decided to suspend business from
Thursday evening until Saturday
morning. Holy Trinity church is
draped as it never was before, not
even when Queen Victoria died.
Services will be held on Friday morn-
ing, when the rector, Rev. R. D. Bam-
brick will deliver an adress. The
other ministefs of the town will meet
in the Royal Opera House the same
merning when services, participated
in by seven clergymen will take pl_;u-n
with Rev. M. Hill as the principal
speaker. The Free Masons will at
tend Holy Trinity, while the Opera
House will be filled to overflowing.

AL BORBEN
S BEEN L

Will Be Confined To His Room
For Some Days—Suddenly
Attacked With Severe lliness
On The 10th.

—

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Ont.,, May 18—Mr. R. L.
Borden has been more seriously ill
than was theught, and he will not be
able to leave his room before the
middle of next week at the earliest.
The following statement has been giv-
en out by his physician:

“Mr. Borden is recovering from a
gevere {llness, which suddenly attack-
ed him on the 10th inst. He is now
theroughly convalescent and expects
to be able to leave his room some
time next week.”

e e =

HOURS N WHICH
GPR. WRK STOPS

St. John Employes Will Quit
Work At 9 0’Clock—General
Holiday In Offices And Car
Shops. *

g

Montreal, May 18.—One o'clock in
London, Greenwich time, on Friday, is
the hour set for the funeral and in-
terment of King Edward. By special
order of Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, they
whole system of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, including all boats and trains
will stop for three minutes, as a mark
of respect and honor to the memory
of the laté King. The corresponding
time to London will be 9 a.m. Atlantic
for St. John, N. B, § am. Eastern time
for Montreal, Quebec and Toronto; 7
a.m. Central time for Fort William,
with Winnipeg, 6 a. m. Mountain time
for Calgary and vicinity and 5 p.m.
Pacific time for Vancouver and Vic-

toria. On all Great Lakes ships, At-
lantic and Pacific boats, fer three mia-

s

Ministers te Spend Vaca- -

tion in Desperate Effert
to Stem Unfavorable
Tide.

Last Election Was Closer
Than is Generally Re-
alized -- Pugsley Weak-
ening Element.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, May 18.—Evidence accumm-
ulates that the Laurier Government
feels very shaky on the subject of the
next election. It is transpiring that it
received a severe scare in the last
contest; about midway during thq
campaign the inner circle felt very
uncomfortable and it was by a variety
of steps taken in the last few days
that it won success, Even so it scrap-
ed through on a narrower margin
than is generally believed; less than
half the total vote was cast for
straight Laurier candidates and the
voie stood, Liberal, 587,664; Conserva-
tive and Independent, 588,440. An al-
teration of a very few thousand votes
would have made Mr. Borden premier.

Since the election things have not
gone well for the Government. It's
transcontinental chickens are coming
to roost. Mr. Pugsley’'s name brings
reproach to all Liberals of the older
school in constituencies which do not
lend themselves to methods of concil-
iation in which he excels, and his fel-
low Liberals are growing very tired
of the recurrent calls for whitewash-
ing votes. The Manitoba boundaries
question is ugly, alike because of the
substantial injustice done to the pro-
vince most concerned, and because of
the impossibility of making any satis-
factory defeunce of it. Exploits like
the persistent advocacy of the St
Lawrence Power Transmission Com-
pany's designs on the Long Sault Ra-
pids have weakened public confidence,
The naval policy ignores the very
thing which drove a reluctant adminis-
tration into adopting it—the appre-
hension that a danger threatens the
British Empire. Departmental weak-
nesses such as that shown in the St.
Peters reserve deal are on the increase
Confidence is being sapped in the Goy-
ernment.

Continued On Page Two,

BARK THIE
60T 15 YEARS

Geo. W. Coleman Confesses
To Looting Of Cambridge
Bank And Receives Sentence
—Kelliher Defies Authorities

Boston, Mass., May 18.—Of the three
men who are held responsible for the
larceny of nearly half of the assets of
the national city bank of Cambridge,
Geo. W. Coleman, the thieving boek-
keeper, confessed his guilt today and
will serve 15 years in prison, while
his alleged accomplices, Wm. J. Kel-
ler and Wilson W. Lockhart, defy the
government and demand trial,

Keller's trial on a charge of* aiding
and abetting Coleman in the larceny
of $309,000 began as soon as the im-
pressive episode in young Coleman's
life had been concluded in the United
States circuit court.

Coleman will spend probably ten
vears at Greenfield, Mass.,, to which
ail he was sentenced by Judge Hale,
That he was not sent to the govern-
ment prison at Atlanta, was due to
District Attorney French who con-
strues the statues for persens convict-
ed of misapplication of bank funds
as warranting a term in prison with-
out hard labor. It was peinted out af-
ter the acceptance of this ruling by
Judge Hale that Chas, W, Morse, was
sentenced under the same statute,

Mr. French in moving for sentence.
in the Coleman case today read chap-
ter 3209 of the federal statute which
provides for an imprisonment of not
less than one year and says nothing
about hard labor. He also read chap-
ter 529 of the federal statutes which
provides quat the prison at Atlanta
shall be only for those sentemnced to
imprisonment for terms of not less
than one nor more than ten years at
hard labor. He therefore asked for a
sentence to some jail and Judge Hale
selected that at Greenfield.

utes all work will be suspended and
machinery stopped. All the gemeral
offices, freight sheds, and car shops
will be closed, and throughout the
system the holiday will be observed.
In the Pacific ocean some of the com-
pany’s ships will observe the order on
Thursday as there s twentiy-four
hours difference in the time. |

OMET’S TAIL.
LAURIER PARTY
FACES DEFEAT




