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May 12, 1897.

BIBLE LESSON. ‘
Adapted from Hurlbut’s Notes.

Second Quarter,
Lesson VIII.—May 23. Acts 15 :1-6, 22-29.
THE CONFERENCE AT JERUSALEM.
[Read chapter 15, 1-35 and Gal. 2, 1-10.]
GOLDEN TrXT.
Throu%h the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
we shall be saved, even as they. Acts 15,
11,
1. JEWISH LAW. VERSES I-6.
1. CEBRTAIN MEN — Their names are
omitted, either on account of their insig-
ifi or out of pt for their con-
duct. See the description of them in Gal.
2, 4 CAME DOWN-—In ancient times the
terms * up” and *‘ down’’ were applied not
only to high localities, but to t capi-
tals. These false teachers may have repre-
sented themselves as sent by the apostles.
TAUGHT THE BRETHREN—'' Were continu-
ously teaching.” Like all other creatures
after their kind they did not to the
heathen, but, with stealthy intrusion,
sought to proselytize Christians to their
own narrow, bigoted sectarianism. THE
MANNER OF M The term *‘ circum-
cision” used ‘here stands not only for that
icular rite, but for the whole ceremon-
1al law of Moses, just as the baptism of
John stands for the whole ministry of the
andn. and the crogs for the whole Gos-
. CANNOT BE SAVED-—From destruction,

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
« The Sunday School #

er permanence than a verbal message. THE
APOSTLES AND ELDERS AND BRETHREN—
The Authorized Version reads ‘‘ the apos-
tles and elders and brethren ;' but the
second ‘‘and” is not found in the oldest
manuscripts. The best rendering of the
passage is that preferred by the American
revisers, ‘‘the apostles and the elders,
brethren,” etc. It is a message from
brethren to brethren. GREETING—The
usual form of ‘salutation, expressing *‘ to
wish peace and joy.” BRETHREN WHICH
ARE OF THE GENTILES—Though Gentiles,
yet brethiren. A noble step upward from
Jewish intolerance, = An example of large-
hearted charity. The nearer to Christ, the
warmer the brotherly love toward all
Christians. ANTIOCH—There were sixteen
cities of this name in Asia Minor, all
founded by one monarch, Selencus., This
was the onein Syria; the greatest of all,
the city from which Barnabasand Paul
started.

24. CERTAIN WHICH WENT — Without
being sent. TROUBLED YOU WITH WORDS
~~How miuch harm a word may work !
SUBVERTING — Literally, unsettling, dic-
turbing. It signifies the breaking down
and destruction of a building. THE LAW
—Not God's moral law, but the rituals and
formalities of the Mosaic law, once valu-
able, but, now that Christ has come,passed

awz?.

. HAZARDED THEIR LIVES-— Proved
their fidelity by placing their lives in peril.
This was a courteous reference to the nar-
ratives given by the two apostles of their

his P\nrinlcrrty had a plausible plea.
The Jewish religion was of divine origin,
Circumaision was. the badge of the coven-
ant. The existence of Judaism was linked
with Mosaic ritualism, their
national religion made them put
strong efforts to render this ritual of
manent obligation. On the other o
ad view would be to overthrow the
Gospel system and make the new move-
mént a mere Hebrew sect.

2. PAuL, AND BARNABAS — Recognized
heads of the church at Antioch, 1{;‘"“{
DETRRMINED—This ‘' they” refers to the
brethren mentioned in verse 1. Ur 70
JrRusALEM~—Being the metropolis of all
Christendom and having some of the apos-
tles still there. Christians knew no
higher authority. It is not probable that
the church at Jerusalem assumed author-
ity over the other churches, but had rather
s sort of pre-eminence as the mother
church. As the party which had caused
trouble at Antioch came from there it was
fitting to check the disturbing influence in
this way.

4. COMR 10 JRRUSALEM--This was Paul's
third visit to Jerusalem since his conver-
sion. See Gal, 2, 1~10. WERE RECEIVED

At a meeting held for the purpose. But

they had previously informed James, Peter
wnd John of the object of their mission.
These private interviews and the public
discussion settled Panl's equal apostleship.
DECLARKED ALL THINGS—See Acts 14, 27.
This was done in a conrreg(-uonal meet-
ing. The narrative would include a plain
statement of the trouble at Antioch.
" 5. ROSE UP CHRRTAIN—It is not clear as
to whether these were the same men now
returned from Antioch, or copartisans resi-
dent in Jerusalem. The question stated
was too grave to be decided by an immedi-
ate vote ; another meeting was necessary
to secure the deliberate judgment of the
church.

6. CAME TOGETHER—Luke speaks only
of the apostles and elders as constituting
the assembly, but verses 12 and 22 show
that the congregation was present and co-
operated in deciding the question. The
case in_dispute was submitted to the gen-
eral judgment of all the believers in Jeru-
salem,

II. CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. VERSES 22-29.

22. THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS, WITH

 THE WHOLE CHURCH—Though the apostles

possessed a divine authority, yet ‘they
sought the counsel and judgment of the
general membership. ‘‘ The multitude is
present at the comference (verse 12), and
the decision mentioned in verse 22 is that
which seemed to the apostles and the
elders, with the whole church. It is most
reasonable to suppose that the lay members,
men and woifien, had some voice in this
legislation  of the primitive church.”
—~CHOSEN MEN OF THRIR OWN COM-
PANY — That ' the rt of Paul and
Barnabas might be verified by unprejudiced
messengers, JUDAS SURNAMED BARSABAS
—Either the Barsabas mentioned in Acts 1,
3, or his brother. Sitas—Afterward
traveling. companion of Paul, and mention-
¢d in the eph&.:- by his full name, Silvan-
. CHIRF MEN— ng influence and
fr;drmed with the gift of prophecy (verse
32.)

23. LETTRRS—AS ing more weight
und designed for wider diffusion and great-

y. journeys.

28. To THE HoLy GHOST, AND TO US—
They claimed no authority coordinate with
the Holy Ghost, but were conscious of His
&vh:my d:mxwmf’ dw Nncm:i\n& THINGS—

rom naturg ly
from circumstances, to avoid -lqiclon..', P“of
idolatry from without, aud to cor-
dial and lesting union within fold.
MEATS OFFERED TO IDOLS—AL every
idol sacrifice a portion of mest was reserv-
ed for eating by the worshipper at home or
in public feasts, Christians were forbidden
to partake of these feasts, Y‘nly to avoid
unnecessary offense to Jewish scruples, but
more especially lest they might unconsci-
ously give countenance toidolatry, Broon
—A prohibition as old as the deluge.
THINGS STRANGLED-—Because such would
contain the blood, The Jews have in all
the large cities butchers who are careful to
gnrn meat hy bleeding the victim, not
y knocking in the head. Overthese stalls,
oron the windows, will be seen the Hebrew
word kosher, or *‘ lawful,” which means
that all the requisites have been observed
to present the meat ceremonially clean.
There would be no rabbit that had been
snared ; and these meat stalls are often
patronized by others than Jews, because of
the care in selecting the apimals,as well as
in preparing them. FYENICATION — A
» crimg fearfully prevalent aifeng the Gen-
tiles, not deemed wicked, but even ap-
plauded by some of the greatest heathen
moralists. To abstain from idolatry and
fornication was a duty they owed to God ;
to abstain from things strangled and from
blood was 8 duty prescribed by fraternal
love. I¥ Vi KEEP VOURSELVES, VE SHALL
DO WELIL—S0 far as outward purity is con-
cerned, Not that these were all, but all
the points in dispute. Even when they
mention these points which they deem
necessary they employ very moderate terms
as compared with the violent threats of the
others. The difference betweem the true
and false was very observable.
* X k¥

Life, like war, is a series of mistakes;
a1d he is not the best Christian nor the
best general who makes the fewest false
steps. He is the best who wins the most
splendid victories by the retrieval of mis
takes.—F. W. Robertson.

Japanese Poultry.

Among domesticated birds the Japanese
silver phenix easily takes the first rank.
Although a small bird, not larger than a
bantam rooster, the tail feathers, as well as
the end feathers of the wings, grow toa
length of from 18 to 20 feet on the male
birds. This bird, which in Japan is called
Katsuraito-no-Chabo, is domesticated there
like any ordinary chicken. The hens are
good egg producers and hatchers, but in
order to keep them small in size the Japan-
ese will not allow them to hatch until late
in the year. The birds are very game and
proud and form the pride of the Japanese
poultry raiser. The longer the tail is the
more valuable the bird is considered to be.
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In 1597 the people demanded plays; in

1897 they demand novels.
wo-thirds wheat and one-third commeal

wet with skimmilk and fed warm makes a
good morning ration, espeeially for the lay-
ing hens. It is much better than cornmeal
alone. :

When closeiy confined, hens shounld have
meat in some form to take the place of bugs
and worms they get during the summer,
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R FLAT CONTRRDICTION.

The Oft-Repeated Statements by Physi-
clans that Chronic Rheumatism Can-
not be Curcd Refuted by
Sworn Statements,

M..'.' W-E weme ;henj]_)qoph wers

0 as the

tense suffering hns led them to try first one
thing, then another, until repeated
convinoe them ** there is no help for them.”
They hear about the startling cures made
b{ ootenay, but cannot overcome the
picion that 'tis like all the rest. They do
not know of the hidden power in ** The new
ingredient” peouliar to this preparation, that
banish Rb i f how it bled
George Bull blacksmith, residing corner
Sanford Avenue and Iluron Streets, Hamil-
ton, to arise from a helpless condition and
take up work in the City Quarries at hard
labor@di-oharged from the hospital with
the aswurance * they conld do nothing for
bim, his system was so full of rheumatism
no power on carth could drive it out;™ then
lying at his home for wecks unable to lift
hand to mouth, having to be fed by his
wife, when' the King's Daugliters of Ham-
ilton bronght him Kootenay. Three bottles
effected a complete cure, 'This is not more
strange than the story told by Mrs Guy,
wife of Mail Carrier Robt Guy, Brant Ave,
Hamilton, whose wmother love breathes
thanks for the restoration of their seven
year old Willie: [lis lower limbs were so
llen with infl tory rh {ism he

could not put his feet to the floor, the
slightest touch causing intense pain, grow-
ing gradually worse, until his condition was

itiful ; it scemed they were going to lose

im, when Kootenay was used and three
bottles completely cured him, so that he is
going to school. The detailed sworn state-
ments of above cures, with hundreds of
others, can le obtained by addressing The
Ryeckman Medicine Co , Hamilton, Ont. It
Kootenay is not obtainable of yourfdu}ar.
sent char prepaid on receipt o gnoe.
$1.50 pergfb:(tl:le.P‘Seud for Chart
maiied free.

One bottle lasts over a month

Walter Bﬁzﬁm&m& Co., Limited.

ﬂi‘ Dorchester, Mass., U. S. A.

The Oldest avd Largest Manufacturers of

PURE, HIGH GRADE
Cocoas i Chocolates

on this Continent. No Chemicals are used in thelr manufactures.
Thels Breakfast Cocoa is absolutely pure, delicious, nutritions, and
\ ;o::. lmhm one rnt a c\;p.h"l‘:eir remium No. I Chocolate

plain chocolate in’the maket for family use. Their
Uerman Sweet Chocolate is 4 [
It is palatable, nutritious and

to eat ‘and good to drnk.

thfcl; a great favorite with

children. Consumers should ask for and be sure that they EJ“ sl?n&puh-

Walter’ Baker & Co.'s

goods, made at Dorchester, Mass.,

CANADIAN HOUSE, 6 Hospital St., Montreal.
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The papers o<y full
B of deaths from

Heart
Failure

Y

but * Heart Failure,” so called, nine
times out of ten is caused by Uric
Acid in the blood which the Kidneys
fail to remove, and which corrodes
the heart until it becomes unable to °
performi its functions.

Health Officers in maay cities very
property refuse to accept “ Heart Fail-
ure,” as a cause of death. It is fre-
quently a sign of ignorance in the
physician, or may be given to cover
up the real cause,

RS

A Medicine with 20 Years of
+ + Soccess behind it , .

will semove the poisonous Uric Acid
by putting the Kidneys in a healthy
condition so that they will naturally
eliminate it.
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It F]Oats

A Pure White Soap

Made of the Finest Grade
o4 of Vegetable Oils, ¢

BeststForat Toiletotands Bath

S..huCrdx &‘pwy,
o 3 & Saint Stephen, N. B o8 & &

S. S. LIBRARIES.

Published by The Am. Bap. Pub. Society,
latest and best books, in setis. It will pay
Saperintendents to send to me for deseriptive
circalars and prices.

T. H. HALL,
St. John.
MANCHESTER, & » »
& o ROBERTSON. & &
£ # # o & ALLISON,

27 and 29 King Sireet, St. John,.
DD EEer

Furnishings, Cloths and Tailor$'
Trimmings.
bt 8 SR '
Wholesale and Retail.

MANCHESTER, lz)a‘ék‘:so: and ALLISON.
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SPENCERIAI
DROP US A LINE

If you wish to select a STEEL
PEN suitable for your handwriting

Sample Card SIXTBEN PENS, different pattcrns,
for styls of witing, lncluding the VERTICAL
lnfr'ﬂ. sent prepaid oa feceiptof TEN CENTS.

TSPENCERIAN PEN CO.
|“o Broome Street, New York, N. Y.

A AN SRR T S s TS SR

Dry Goods, Millinery, Carpets,House




