|

V. 8.

B,
ples

B.

L 18
les.

o}

C.

OQCT. 28.

MESSEHNGHR

AND VISITOR.

PROFESSIONAL OARDS.
DR& SM l'l'H & BRIDGES,

of %
STEVENS' BLOCK, MAIN ST,
MONCTON, N. B.

PRCIALISTS |0 Midwifery and Diseases
‘smen and Children.

R. G. E. DeWITT,

Graduate of Harvard Med. Coll sge
and the N, Y. Polyclinie,
58 Houvs Staesr,
HALIFAX, N. 8.

janl

A. M. PERRIN, M. D,
Uwrv,, Ngw YoRrk,
Ofice: Maln Strest, « TARMOUTH, N. 8.

TALTIES: Diseases of Women and
n ; also, Ear, Eye, Throat and Nose.

ENTISTRY.
F. W.RYAN, D. D. 8,

W P BON\'ELL,DDS

DENTAL ROOMS:

22 GERMAIN STREET,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

hl;_bnth Srlml

BIBLE LE“SON
STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.
l"nnrtll_Q-Arler.

Lesson V. Nevember 5. 2 Sam. 15: 1-1.
DAVID'S RE[EELIU(‘S SON.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Honor thy father and thy mother;
that thy days may be long upon the
land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee.”—Ex. 20: 12.

EXPLANATORY.

I. Tur Disosepiext Sov.—Absalom was
the son of Maacah, the daughter of Tal-
mai, king of Geshur. He was renownetl
for the beauty of his personal appear-
ance (1425, 26) and for his marvellous
head of hair. He must have been ex-
ceedingly attractive, with a jolly, reck-
less good pature, but vain, crafty, and
ambitious.

Tur INPLURNCES smoUND wis Cmicp-
i f

his father he became very religious in
appearance. The sins of Absalom were
many ; and one of the most dreadful was
this putting on of the cloak of religion.
He knew his futher’s picty ; and that his
sore heart would be dehlhxad by any ap-
{\unnm of piety in his sinful son. And
he plays u this piety 'o bis pur-
pose. ebyon. The fact t Hebron
was his hmh‘fﬂm would make the wish
to pay his vow there insteal of at Jeru-
ulem seem sufficiently natural.

For thy servant vowed a vow.
Whethsr Absalom ever made any such
vow as he here pretends is altogether
uncertain. Most probably it was only a
pretext to enable him the better to carry
out his plans of rebellion.

9. Go in peace. David was overjoyed
to hear that Absalom was inclined to
serve the Lord, and therefore readily
gave him leave to go to Hebron, and to
go thither with solemity.

10. But Absalom sent spies. Secret
emissaries had been sent out before he
went to Hebron, to' propare all the dis-
affected ones for revolt. As soon as ye
hear the sound of  the trumpet. Clericus
believes that Absalom arranged a suoces-
sion of trumpeters at proper stations
from louth to nauh, 30 that he could be
h of sound, on

noov. His mother was the
& heathen king, and without doubt she
brought many heathen influences with
her. Then the results of polygamy were
very bad. All round Bn\'l 's palace
courts were the seperate dwellings of his
wives, each woman bringing up her own
f\mxly 3 lh. chlldlen as !.hey grew up to
d scarcely know-
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lx‘hwhethex to regard each other as
ren or as strangers.

‘Thick and heavy came David's penal-
ties. 0On the other hand, the boys knew
their father’s noble ohulc(er bis bmer

by a

the same day throuﬁn all the lard. Ab-

e in Hebrom. So the first

e people would have of the re-

bellion would be that it was an accom
plished fact.

11. Two hundred men . . . that were
called. Invited to the sacrificisl feast as
Absalom’s guests. In all probability they
were men of distinction, and would na-
turally be regarded, both at Jertsalem
and at Hebron, as accomplices in the
conspiracy. They knew not anything.
This shows the extreme neoncy vm.h

Suddenly he pointed out of the win-
dow and r‘lled out :

Y Ob, say! See that feller fishing!”

“Dao you ﬁnb ? " asked Flsie.

“ Well, I guess!" was the answer. “I
caught a string of trout Jdown in Beclat
that would mal 'In- your eves stick out!”

As it happened, Beclat was a town
which Elsie knew by heart. Her grand-
mother lived there, and she had spent
hapyy weeks in the old farm-house. She
had herself caught trout in Beclat. There
whu no trouble about conversation after
that.

Indeed, she soon found that the whole
family had put themselves under her

protection. They, too, were going to

ton, and she became at once an au-
thority upon the route and all its changes.
It amused Elsie to find herself talking
like an experxenc«l traveller, as, indeed,
she was, in comparison with this woman,
who was making the first real journey of

her life. She shared her lunch with
Tommy and his sister, and drew pictures
of horses and sheep and rail trains.

It was she who led the way when changes
were to be made, and found seats for all
on the shady side.

Altogether, Elsio was surprised when
the journey came to an end, and carried
oft the papercovered novel, which her
brother Will had tossed into her lap, un-
read. She was tired, but not balf so
tired as she had often been on a much
shorter journey.

As she reviewed the day, however,
after a jolly evening with her friends,
one cloud of trouble passed actoss her
sky. “Mr. Wardlaw said that travel was
an opportunity of witness-bearing, and
I have not spoken a word for Christ all
day.”

But the true story of the day was
not yet ended. Aanmght later Elsio

repentance, his love for his chil
They were trained up under the worship
of the true God. After his crime Absa-
lom had long opportunity for consider-
ing the evil of ‘;m course. e had the
full power of choice, as to which influ-
ences he would acoept, and he chose the
evil when the good was within his power.
Qut of this wrong choice, unrepented of,
unforsaken, grew the ungrateful crimes
against the most loving of fathers, and
his own early death.

I PLotriNg AGaiNst mis Farner.—Tux
Prans. 1. And it came to pass after this.
After the apparent reconciliation of Ab-

salom to his father. . Prepared him
chariots and horses. Absalom set up a
carriage (i. ¢, a stale carriage), and

horses, and fifty men as runners before
him ; that is, to run before him when he
drove out, and attract the attention of
the people by a display olrrinm-ly pomp,
as Adonijah afterwards did (1 Kings 1:5).
Absalom did not plunge at once into
open rebellion.

2. Absalom roseup early. Public busi-
ness in the East is always transaoted
early in the morning, the kings sitting
an hour or more to Lur causes or re-
ceive petitions, in a court held pnoient-
ly, and in many places still, in the open
sir, st the city gateway.—Heside the way
of the gate. By the side of the road
Jeading to the gate of the king’s palace,
where he sat to transact business. * Heo
interrupted the litigants, and poisoned
their minds before they brought their
matters to the king.” Any man that had
a controversy . Better, a suil, as ver. 4.

8. See thy matters, ete. He artfully flut-
ters each suitor by pronouncing a favor-
able decision. on bis case. If the man
lost his cause, alter this flattering
opitilon deliWered by Absalom, of cdurse
he would sét it down as gross injustice,
and be incensed against David secord-
ingly. There s no man  deputed of the
king. There is no official hearer ap-
pointed. There is no reason to suppose
that David was neglecting his duty as a
Ldge but the task was growing too

uvy for one man to perform it.

4. Ok that I were made judge in the

land . I wonld do Inm Juatice. It is
0 !uy for ths “outs” to eriticise the
“ ins.

5. Putforth his hand . . . and kissed
him. Instead of allowing people to do
him homage as the king's son, he took
them by the hand, and saluted them fa-
miliarly with a kiss. He was an unscru-
pulous pohtician. The only «way to
Judge such is to see what they do after
election,

6. 8o Absalom stole the hearts of the
men of Israel. Never was a word more
lnlngl employed. It was stealing.

{(oﬂ\'u 1. His desire to succeed
to Ma throne. Absalom would regard
himself as the rightful heir to his father's
throne. Ammnon, the eldest son, was
dead. Chileab, the second, seews to
have been-dead also; at least, his name
drops completely out of the history. Ab-
salom came next, and perhaps in ordi-
nary he might have been
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content to wait for his father’s death be-
fore urging his claix, bnt certain things
at court would incite him to take imme-
diate steps to further his own interests.
He saw that the influence of Bathsheba
was paramount. He knew that Solomon
(now eight or nine years old) was the fa-
vorite son, and the declaration of Na-
than, that he was to succeed his father,
could not be unknown to -him, Hence
he would conclude that if he was ever to
be king, it could only be by some such
sudden and immediate coup d'efat as that
which he actually attempted. 2. His
alienation from his father. As an exile
for three years in the heathen country of
his grandfather, and out of favor for two
more in Jerusalem, he would naturally
come into a state of -antagonism to his
father. Nor could he know how deeply
his father loved him, and how his soul
yearned for his prodigal son. 3. More
than likely he was in antagonism to his
father's religion. He himsell was balf
heathenish, and wholly worldly, and he
would hate a religion full of spiritual
worship and whose moral precepts were
& reproof and condemnation ofnﬁ he was
and all he did.

Tus Prerageo Soin. 1. The nation
was pot satisfied with David. Unques-
tionably the loose administration of jus-
tice, the weak part of David's govern-
ment, formed a real grievance. 2 It

been supposed that David (during
these four years) was suffering from dis-
ease to such an extent as to murbu
with his administration of ﬁnw.
Ps. 41: B) 3. The num
and the consequent plnﬂn.
took place during this period
{l Sam. 24) woukl oxclu the feelings of | soon

e

111, Orsx lu.nou 7. And it came

b,m ler forty years. The
a-rqun.um.)ouphmmd

th'&rﬂle, rabic versions. Lei me

paudpq-ym To blind the eyes of

i a letter from Mr. Wardlaw.

which the
and accounts for David's hlnng no sus-
picions.

12, And Absalom sent for Ahithophel.
David's chief oounsellor, and a man of
marvellous sagacity (16 : 23). The Gilon-
ite. Belonging toGiloh, a few miles south
or south-west of Hebron,

IV. Tus B:rl L. The rebellion proved
to be u neral. It was at
first & :’r‘;’:t -m‘cu‘?‘.,\s soon as David
heard of it, propo-ad flight from Jezu-
salem. (1) Hle would not ﬂ'fhl againkt
his own lovul son. (2) David's kind na-
ture induce 1 him to spare Jerusalem the
borrors of a siege, and the risk of being
taken by nsssult. (3) He probably
"Lgd"d too, and rightly, that delay would

unfavorable to Absalom's plans, an
oleon which Ahithophel held too (seo
2), and Hushal (17: 7-13 3.0 (4) It
munt "also be remembered thu. in & time

of peace David bad no standing arm

with whioki to resist this sudden attac
from so unexpepted & quarter (b) Pos-
sibly, too, the Femembrance of Nathan's
{»mp‘ucy (12: 10-12) tended to paralyze
yavid's natural vigor, and incline him to
gentle counsels. (6) He could not know
how strong the oconspiracy was in the
city, and whether he might not be be-
trayed if he remained. His flight was
not from cowardice, but from prudence ;
for he felt that ho should be fighting
againat God. So heappears asa penitent

man rathier than a vigorous captain,
—e - ——
The Witness of Eisie Lyle.
BY RRY. ISAAC O. RANKIN.

Elsie Lyle, an attractive girl of seven.
teen, sat between the red plush cushions
of a railroal car at the beginning of a
long day’s journey. It was to be a

leasure tgip, loog planned and looked
?rvurd to; and the best of it had been
that her father could go with her and she
peed have no care for the changes of the
way. The day before she was to start,
however, her father had been summoned
olnwhen, and she must either give up
lho urney, or go alone

t is quite time that my girl learned
to tr-\ el,” her father said, as bhe kissod
her gomlbye

It was not a difficult journey from
Quinsogue to Boston, except that it in-
volved two ch-ngee Elsie would not
have dreade 1 it at all, if heranxious mo-
ther had not over burdened her with
directions and forebodings.

Just as the train started, Mr. Wardlaw,
Elsie's pastor, took the seat by her side
for a little while.

“[ am glad, Elsie,” he said as he rose
to go at the next station, ' that you are

ﬁvo » holiday. I value opportunities
of travel, because taey are opportunities
of witness bearing.

The words lmgcrod in Elsie’s memory,
and gave a new [turn to her thoughts.
She had been thinking that she needed
hel but Mr. Wardlaw thought she

't to offer help to others. She won-
deml whether any opportunity of wit-
ness-bearing would come to meet her on
her journey.

‘The seat in front of her was taken at

the next station by a poorly-dressed wo-
man with three children. The eldest was
& boy, about nine, clad in & worn jacket
with embrouleml collar, and sleeves
much too short, over a wrinkled blue
shirt-waist, s;-otted with yellow triangles;
and all this faded ‘splendor surmounted
by a broad freckled face, and a fringe of
red hair under the straw hat. He was
evidently a good-natured boy, with
smile enough for two, and, when his
mouth was wide open, you could see
little else but that—and freckles. The
other children filled the mother's seat,
and the freckled lad drifted in with
Elsie.
Now, Elsie was futi&ioun, and she was
not fond of ‘boys. She had no younger
brothers, and sho felt, I think, that rag-
ged, hdnllmwn urchins were wild crea-
tures, whom she did not know how to
tame, and so avoided. It was not pléas-
ant to have this boy's frayed garments
sad dusty boots so near her own dainty
self ; Anj the big warts on his hands
made her shiver with disgust,

He, too, looked:at -her as 'if ‘she had
been some strange wild creature. What
did he think of her? she wondered.
She must persuade him to think kindly,
if possible ; for, when she considered, he
bad as much right to his place in "the
world, and to his half of the seat in the

car, as she. - And then, she was
Chrhl'l dhdple, and must be careful
how she treated one of his little ones.

1 donot say that it was easy for her;

but obedience has its own reward, and

but she was saved thetrouble

e ity e

“1 have good news to tell you, Elsie.”
he wrote, “ Do you remember Mr.
Smith, the lawyer, who sat on the other
side of the car that day you left bome ?
1 have often wondered why he was not a
Christian. Yesterday he sent for me. [
found him shut up in the house with a
cold. He apologized for the trouble he
had given me, and added, ‘1 have sent
for you to teach me how to be a Chris-
tian,’

“You oan imagine that I was glad; but
I was happier yet when he told me how
he had reached this decision. Can you
imagine what you bad to do with it,
Elsie ?

“1t seoms that he had been fighting

with his conscience until that day when
you set out for Boston. ‘I travelled haif
a day,' he said, ‘ with Elsie Lyle. I knew

that she bad just made a profession of
her faith, and set myself to watch her.
I know what young girls are like—I have
had daughters of my own. I will see, 1
said, if [ can discover any sign of a
changed lite in this young girl. “And if
you do,"” said conscience—If I do, I an-
swered to myself, I will believe in Christ.
I wanted her to fight my battle for me.
It was cowardly and unfair, 1 admit, but
I did it.

“iJust then a whole platoon of dis-
agreeable children pounced down upon
her; and a boy—such a boy !—perched
beside her on the seat and overturned
all her belongings. A shadow crept
over her face—a little shadow of Iady-
like disgust. This is your love for the
brethren, | said; love at arm's length.
I wus hard upon her. I would have
been disgusted if such a disagreeable
ohild had crawled in upon me. And
then | looked once more, and there was
a new expression on her face. She had
positively forgotten hersell and was
thinking of the boy ; and presently she
had won his heart, and rr half a day
she proved herself an angel of mercy to
that worn-out mother nni her three fret-
ful children. I wenta hundred miles
out of my way to test and cross-examine
her. And it was genuine. She did not
do it asif it wers a bore, as | have seen
men handle duty. From the beginuing
to the end she was not thinking of her-
sell at all. | had made my challenge,
and was beaten. There was nothing left
to do but to surrender. And [ wanted
to surrender. What the spirit of Chris.
tianity has done for Elsie Lyle, [ wanted
done for me.'

“ And the best of it all is, Elsie, that
he is a Christian, and I want you toshare
in the joy."—Congregationalist.
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