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In a recent article the well known war 
correspondent. Mr. William Maxwell,

I throws considerable light on the diflfer- 
I ences that have arisen between Russia 
and China regarding the treatv of 1881,
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treaty expires.
China can no longer fill the role of 

playing off one power against another. 
The anxiety recently displayed to come 
to terms with her powerful and covetous 
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face her trouldes alone without hope of 
intervention from Berlin. This is why 
China so recently sued for peace when 
the glint of Russian bayonets appeared 
oil the frontier. Can China withstan l 
(.he pressure that may be applied in 
August next to compel her to renew a 
treaty that ir repugnant to her national 
instincts? Will the rattle of Russian 
sabres be heard on the streets of the 
Forbidden City ?

The circumstance^ that led up to 
threats of Russian invasion aie significant 
The treaty of 1881 expires in August. 
Russia insists on the renewal of the 
treaty. China*Aas given notice that she 
does not desire to renew it. The tieaty 
had its origin in the Mohammedan revolt 
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strategic position on her western bound- 
arv by the military occupation of the 
fertile Province of Kuldja, the racial ties 

j between the two Turkestans calling at 
the time for precautionary measures.

I But, true to the traditions of the great 
powers, Rus ia remained in occupation 
for ten years after tne causes that justifiid 

„ lier presence on • Ihriese territory had 
disappeared.

j A treaty was finally arranged whereby 
Russia, in exchange for сошіпегсі.Л and 
Consular concessions in Ill., Mongolia, 
anil Manchuria, together with navigation 
rights on the Rivers Amur, Sungari, and 
Ussuri, withdrew her troops. These con
cessions, wrung from a weak ami un
willing nation, and which secured Russia 
against the yellow peril in eastern Siberia ' 
have never been acquiesced in bv ’lie 
Chinese people, who grow more and 
more restive under foreign aggressions. 
To neutralize the effects of a treaty to 
which she was an unwilling partner 
China moved whole towns from the in
terior of Turkestan and Mongolia to the 
boundaries, and forced the tribesmen 
Irom their inland pastures right up to 
the Russian frontier. Concessions of 
land and cattle were freely made to en
courage Chinese colonization in those 
regions exploited by Russian merchants, 
and whicn, tile latter declared, have 
rendered ^the treaty of 1881 null and 
void.
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