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—

RUS H. BOWES

CHEMIST,

ernment Street, Near Yates Street.

FIFICATE OF IMPROVEMENTS.

—_——

NOTICE.

al French,
General White, Sirdar
situate In the Vietoria

n of Renfrew District.

e located, Bugaboo Creek, Port San

Little Bobs, Baden
M azpal

--alng

notice that I, H. E. Newton, F. M.
B79407, and as agent for R. T
h, F. M. C. No. B79406, Intend,
ys from the date hereof, to apply to
ning Recorder for a certificate of
ments, for the purpose of obtaining
h Grant of the above claims.

urther take notice that action, ub-
fon 37, must be commenced

ance of such certificate of im-
pnts.

this twelfth day of November,
903.
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TRANSFER OF INTERESTS
TO MACKERZIE & MANN

Object of Company Formed in Ontario—
The Searchfor Cashel Still
Continues.

Toronto, Dec. 21.—Joseph Seagram,
of Waterloo, has bought King Edward’s
threé-year-old colt Persistence, for some-
thing like a thousand pounds. The colt
is to go to Canada. Three prood mares
will go with the son of Persimmdn and
Lacdamia, s

Xeduction,

The men employed by the'Mnssc‘y~
Harris ICompany have been notzfled that
a reduction will be made in their wages
commencing with the present week. The
reductien will amount to at. least ten
per cent.,, and will effect not less than
1,000 men. President Lyman Jones
calls if a readjustment, and says the
foremenend highly-paid -men will not be

affected.
Transfer of Roads.

The Northern Consolidated Holding
Company:_with a capital’ of gight mil-
lion doMars, just chartered b&'the Om-
tario. government, has been formed in
connection with the transfer of a con-
trolling interest in the Great Northern
railroad of (‘anada and subsidiary roads
to Mackenzie & Mann. It will take
over the securities of the Great North-
ern railway and Montfort and Garneau
Colonization railway. In the new com-
pany the shareholders are Mackenzie
& Mann, who have paid cash fer their
interest to former holders, on one side,
and directors and shareholders of the
Great Northern, who, it is helieved,
still retain a large interest in the com-
pany. The Great Northern railway of
Canada is now operated as part of the
Canada Northern system, forming a con-
necting link between the Canada At-
lantic and Cuebee, thus affording an
outlet to the seaboard for the company’s
western tratie.

Counter Action.

Mr. Hugh Sutherland, of Winnipeg,
against whom A. E. Ames & Co, recent-
ly issuned a writ for balance claimed on
g stoek transaction in the Dominion
Ooal; has Issued-d writ against v
& Co., claiming $9,000 for alleg
wrongful conversion of stock. o

Yosttr’s Desire,

Montreal, Dec. 21.—Speaking before a
meeting of the Canada Temperance
League yesterday, Hon. Geo. E. Fos-
ter said: “Give me one generation of
people who were total abstainers, and
with a five per cent, tariff I would un-
dertake to show the greatest regime of
prosperity that has ever come to this
country.”

Still at Liberty.

Winnipeg, Dec. 21.— The police still
have nothing definite in the Cashell case,
although they are working on various
clues. This afieraoon it was reported
that Cashell’s body was found in a well
three miles west of the city. Mén from
the barracks went to Sandy McDonald’s
ranch, only to find that the body in the
well was that of George Bacon, a young
man who worked on the ranch. It took
a great amount of time to raise the
body, as the well is a hundred feet
deep. It is believed that Bacon slipped
into the well while drawing water with
a bucket. The coroner is investigating.

WORKING FOR PRACE.

Report That-Britain and France Re-
double Effforts to Prevent War.

London, Deec, 22.—The Times's Tokio
correspondent says that owing to the
rumors of the assembling of military
transports at Hiroshima, there has been
a sharp fall in all Japanese stocks.

Dispatches from Parig to the morning
papers say that France and Great Bri-
tain are redoubling their efforts at St.
Petersburg and Tokio respectively .to
1]»['9\'mxt a rupture between Russia and
Japan.

According to the Daily Telegraph's
Nagasaki correspondent, the govern-
ment has given notice that it will  re-
quire all the dry docks in the country
for the use of the Japanese fleet, the

vessels of which are already beginning to |

dock for cleaning purposes. The corre-
spondent says that the Russians have
begun the building of a rampart around
Port Arthur to include the mew town
and that the old rampart is to be de-
molished.

The Daily Mail prints a report fromr
Seoal to the effect that M. Pavloff, the
Russia® minister, has entered objec-
tions to the landing of Japanese sappers
attached to the telegraph guards,

The Daily Mail’s Shanghai
spondent says that the British cruiser
Sirins, which should have wintered
there, has heen ordered to Wei-Hai-Wei,
where it is expecfed a naval concentra-
tion will take place.

- —
REDMOND AND LAND BILL.
Says Dublin Castle Legal Officers Pre-
vent Proper Operation of Aect.

London, Dec. 21.—John Redmond,
speaking at Bunningagain, County Sligo,
Ireland, to-day protested against the de-
cision of the legal officers at Dublin
castle, which he said prevented the pro-
per operation of the Irish Land Aect in
congested districts, by enabling landlords
to combine in a refusal to sell grazing
lands. He declared the decision was a
gross violation of the government pledge,
and the Irish party would demand their
amendment in the coming session of par-
fiament.

|

FOR WORK POINT.

Company No. 58, Royal Garrison Artil-
! lery, Left Halifax on Special
Military Train To-Day.

Halifax, Deec. 22.—No. 58
Royal Garrison Artillery, left, on a
special military train this morning for
Work Point barracks to relieve the Vie-
toria company stationed there,

Details for other corps ailso left on the
same train,

Company,

J. AMIESEAKELR C(i\}E’LAINS,

Protests Against Arrest by Troops at
Cripple Creek—Laid Matter Before
British Consul.

Denver, Col.,, Dec. 22 —Jameés A.
Baker, of Slocan, B. C., 2 member of the
executive committee of the Western Fed-
erafion of Miners, who went to Cripple
Creek last week and established a co-
operation store for the benefit of the
strikers, was arrested by the troops and
released on his promise te_ leave the

region. i

He came to Denver and laid the mat-
ter before H. P. Pearce, British consul,
who promised to transmif the complaint
to the British government,

ORGANIZER’S CHARGE.
Acted -For Bell Telephone Co. to In-
fluence Municipal Electricians

“ Against Local Franchises.

Winnipeg, Dec. 22.—A labor organizer,
H. A. Bryan, revealed a secret at a pub-
lic. meeting in-Fart William  last night,
claiming at he had been approached,
and for a time, had acted as agent for
the Bell Telephone <Co. to influence
municipal electricians against local tele-
phone franchises. He claimed it was to
get the town’s civic management dis-
credited abroad. Bryan said that on be-
half of the labor prganization he cir-
culated a petition asking for a govern-
ment audit of the municipal accounts.
Asked why he did it, he said he was ap-
proached by representatives of the Bell
Telephone Cognpzmy. and seeing ' some
scheme, he willingly lent himself fo the
proposal. They provided him with the
petition and the figures which purported
to be from the returns of the provincial
secretary. “Bryan said the acted with
Capt. Holmes and Mr. Scott, of the Bell
Telephone Co., and got the pefition go-
ing. He handed it to Capt. Holmes, who
left for Toronto with it. Bryan  then
wired to the government what was up
and told the councillors about it, :

THE ALTERNATIVE.

o AT T 2
#SHRER pers, Bartenders and Gambl-
ers Must Quit Oeeupations or Leave
Ohio Odd Fellow Lodges,

~ Soringfield, 0., -Dec. 22. — Grand
Master Charles C, Pavey, of the Ohio
Grand Lodge of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, has issued a circular to
the effect that on January 10th, 1904, all
saloon keepers, barfenders and profes-
sional gamblers shall either quit the
order or those occupations.

BOTH: KILLED. -

Two Farmers Fought a Duel With
Guns.

Ardome, I. T, Dee, 22.—John Scott
and’ Sam:_Victoria, farmers, fought with
guns at Woolsey, yesterday, both being
killed. The misunderstanding arose over
gcﬁltt's cattle breaking into Viectoria’s

eld.

ACT AS PEACEMAKERS.

Great Britain and France-Use Efforts To-
wards Preventing War in the
Far ‘Bast,

Paris, Dec, 22,—Confirmation was obtalned

that Foreigm Secretary Lansdowne and
‘Foreien Minister Delcasse have, within the
last few days, made strong representations
at Tokio with the view of averting a crisis
between Russia and Japan. There is reason
to believe that these representations, com-

| minister,

corre- !

ing at the critical moment when Japan's

reply was being handed to the Russian |
exercised a |

Baron De Rosen,

powerful restraint. This is especially true

of Lord Lansdowne, owing to Great Britain |

being the ally of Japan. The terms of the
Japanese answer are not yet known here,

but owing to the action taken by Great |
| Britain and France the officials here are

confident that her answer permits of a
continuance of the diplomatic negotiations.

Another View.

London, Dee. 22.—The Pekin correspond-
ent of the Times says a report is current,

ese request for the reconsideration by
Russia of her reply to the Japanese de-
mands was accompanied by the specifica-
tion of a time limit.

According to the St. Petersburg corres-
pondent of the National Zeitung, in a dis-

of the Times, it is believed in Russian of-
ficial circles that a winter eampaign in the
Far East is possible.

be decided in fourteen days. Russia, it is

added, is determined not to declare war, in
! order to avoid the odium of taking the
initiative.

THE KOREAN DISTURBANCES.

Only One Russian Warship Remains at
Scene of Trouble.

St. Petershurg, Dec, 22.—Of the Rus-
sian warships recently at - Chemulpo,
Korea, in connection with the disturb-
ance there, only the cruiser Biyran re-
mains at the place. All the other vessels
have returned to Port Arthur,

Vice-Admiral Stark, commanding the
Russian Pacific squadron, while the
warships were at Chemulpo had an audi-
ence of the Emperor of Korea.

According to the Port Arthur Novy-
krai, the Chinese milifia fought in the
ranks of the Chinese robber bands in the
recent encounter with Russians. The
paper contends that Russia is compelled
to take active steps to rid Manchuria of
these bands beeause China has not ful-
filled her treaty éngagements.

from official sources to-day of the reports |

patch quoted by the Berlin correspondent |

It is known in St.!
| Petershurg that the question of war will |

i house. t 1
; ing dnd remained at'his home.

THE WHITE PASS

AND YUKON ROAD

FACTS REGARDING
WORKING OF LINE

Earnings of Company Have Decreastd
—President a Believer in Future
ol of Klondike.

New York, Dec. 22.—The annual re- |

port of the White Pass & Yukon, the

{

- ‘lC\hi.l rles’

|
|
|
‘
I

most northerly railroad, is extremely in- |

teresting asTaffording the first official
sketch of the peculiar railroad. It is
noteworthy that trouble seems to. sit
lightly upon”the men that are running
the road. In 1902 they paid a regular
dividend - of 5 per cent. and a special
stock dividend f 25 per cent. In 1903

earnings had fallem eff to such an extent !

that ‘the total amount available for divi-
dends was reduced to $354,876.

This total is not the total of the rail-
road company, whose year ends June

30th, but of therentire local and mail |

and other services, and the year is made
te end  December, 1902 The report is
peculiar in this respect, containing two
distinet sets of figures, one for the com-
pany, and the other for the so-called
local companies.

Pl income account for th: railway
company, whose year - ends
1903, shows as follows, with compari-
sons: \

1903. 1902. Dec,

r would fail to sustain him;

THE CHICAGO S’I'BI[KE

..

Chief of Police Will Put {a Stop te
Picketing Around Houges of
Mourning.

Chicago, Dec. 21.—Picketing of
houses from which funerals are to start,
whether ‘peaceful or violent, by union
livery driyers, who went on strike four
days ago;/ 88 to be prevented by the
police, under-orders issued to-night by

Chief of ‘Filice O'Neill. -

she ” BN dsworth, seeretgry, and
Liverymeni#
fore Chief’"0O’Neill and tqld that they
must settle their differenc&i_ away from
houses, 7 3

*“This picketing of home§ from which

i funerals are being held -is beyond the

toleration of a' civilized g¢ommunity,”
said the chief. ' “Your'zeal has carried
you beyond tht pale of endurance, and
such performances as the carrying of
labor troubles to the houses the dead
will mot be allowed by the police, " Law
or no law, picketing of any kind around
these houses will have to stop. I shall
take my chances with the courts on
the question if my conduct is questioned
by any eourt.” ;

Chief O’Neill then issued a general
order instructing officers to accompany
funerals in carriages if ©circumstances
seemed to require it, and see that the
last rites of the dead be in no way in-
terfered with,

While the courts have inelined to the
permitting of peaceful pieketing, Chief
U’'Neill’s  order prohibits ‘pieketing of
any kind around. houses in mourning.
He declared to-night that,-in' his opin-
1on, no .court - could - be found which
On_ top of

Chief- O’Neill's. order came the. an-

. nouncement to-night that peace plans

June 30th, !

had beer launched through the efforts
of the Chicago Board of Arbitration;

SIX DEATHS FROM. GAS.

:Although Window Was Oﬁen to BEach

Net Income Ry...$393.500 $RRG.lm§ $471.505

Net in. Riv. di
Mails .

Total Net

'In(’ro.ase.

Net income for river division in 1902
was for fourteen months, and mail in-
come in 1903 was for eight’ months only.

The profit and loss of the senior com-
pany shows as follows:

13,069
*90,045

1903.  1902. Dec.
Surplus after chgs.$ 60,410 $136,967 § 88,313
Dividends .... .. 68,750 68,750

Deflelt ..., ....$ 8,440
Surplus ..., ....

Room, the Result Was Neverthe-
less Fatal.

San Franeisco, Dec. 21.—Six: persons

. were asphyxiated by gas .on Saturday

j cases were all -accidental.

night and the coroner concluded that the
In most in-

" stances a window was open in each room

in which the gas was escaping, and the

y coroner called attention te the fact that
| it is popularly supposed a fatal result
i cannot ensue when fresh air also has en--

| house.
$ 68,217 $ 76,557 |

Even in the face of this truly disap-,

peinting showing the president and direc-

.| tors appeéar cheerful. The former dwells

upon the bright features of the year and
sketches in the causes that led to the big

decrease in: earnings, con¢luding with

e PR AVEI M t things™ " might Easily

better next year. ;
naive in its language, the president, for

trance. »
John Lundin, a railway foreman, and

Percy Nelson, a laborer, were asphyxi-

ated in a Sacramento street’ lodging

James Tyson, aged 58 years, and form-
erly a mifier, died at.2728 Howard street.
A rubber tube attached to a gas stove

! had rotted and allowed the fluid.to es-

i rooming at 606 Golden Ga
found..in.sher- i

instance, assuring ‘his stockholders that |
ladies who have told him about their trip |

via the winter mail service from White
Horse to Dawson hawve talked to
about it, and #ssured him that they con-
sidered it a delightful experience.

him |

The line is\ narrow gauge and seems |

to be largely built on trestles. b
number of bridges in the 312 miles

The total |
of |

railroad has been 101, but this number |

is being cut to 28. During the

several curves were taken eut of
road and the roadbed was widened i
places. The rail division carried 16,059

year
the

cape. v -

Miss Jennie Crowley,  a laundress,

avenue, was

have beea worse,. and  will probably be' tion and died at the hospital. ~

The report is very |

T. Kawabata and I. Murakami, Japan-
ese fishermen, who had arfived from
Honolulu Tuesday, were found dead in
a lodging house.

SEVERAL MAY DIE.
Number Injured in Railway Wreck Not
Likely to Recover—Ten Instantly
Killed.

Kansas City, Dec. 21.—In the wreck

i to-day at Gedfrey, Kans., of the Meteor,

in !
,and thirty-two injurad.

passengers and 28,095 toss of _f_feight.:
The average load per car was 9.77 tons, |

and the average haul per ton was 108.09
miles. The river division carried 7,006
passengers and 21,847
The fleet steamed 112,269 miles
the year and

ahoard the boats.
took the trip by sleigh and coach over
the trail from Dawson to White Horse

tons of freight. |
during |
served 175,539 meals :

Only 1,001 passengers ;

during the winter, though 140 trips were |

made.. The trip takes five days.
Congidering the small’ tonngge

at the matter from the standpoint of the
American railroad. Nothing is said to
hint at the rates charged, but they must
be something startling. Expenses of
“eonducting transportation” show some-
thing less than 20 per cent.
gross, which may be taken to
that ché best way tc operate a railroad
is to charge the freight all it will pay.

St. Louis and San Franeisco’s fast train
from the south, ten p-rsens were killed
O the injured
five probably will die, while fourteen
were severely hurt,

The dead are al. Westein men, One
man whose body has not Leen identified,
was thrown sixty feet into a corn field.
Two mén were fatally injured, sixteen
persony were Seriously hurt and fifteen
others were slightly injured,

The responsibility for the wreck is
laid to 4 brakeman of the freight crew,
who failed to flag the passenger train,

| He h i =~
the | e has disappeared.

earnings are something immense, looking “dead” and the crew was ordered

-The engine-on the freight had becoraa
., . to
reinain on the mwain'track and te turn the
switeh for the passenger train wh.n
about due. The brakeman was ordered

i to flag the passenger train, but neglact-

of total
prove '

i wreck occurred.

The president explains at some length }
that certain large merchants in Dawson |
City. who thought they 'were paying too |

much freight, tried during the year to
cripple the White Pass railroad by sell-
ing goods that they imported themselves

by river very cheap in Dawson City, even |
going so far as to sell some stuff at a |

loss. Toward the end of the
however, amicable relationships
again established, and the end of

season,
were
the

and is believed to be true, that the Japan- | fleasont s8W 4 fush of goods aud freight, |

of which the railroad got its share.

si raves's remarks. ab he | %
President Graves’s remarks. about t | fias sdelivered in t

development of the Yukon country are
exceedingly  interesting. He explains
why the gold shipments fell off so badly
in 1902, as follows: “In previods years

ed to do so.
Most of the injured were in the chair
cars, which took fire soon after the

MUST AMEND ACT.

Parliament Will Be Asked to Remove
Difficulties Regarding Sale of
Land in Ireland.

. London, Dec, 22.—Both the National-
ists and the Unionists are discovering
serious flaws in Irish Secretary Wynd-
ham’s Land Act, which will necessitate
further amendment in parliament. In

| the Land Judges’ court in Dublin, after

several days' discussion, Justice Ross
regarding the

| sale of Lord Efy’s estate, according to

which the tenant for life is not entifled

| to appropriate the bonus under the new

the output was largely from ground of |
such marvellous richness that the gold |
could almost be picked out by hand with- |

out the aid of mechanical
while in 1902 it was necessary to wash

appliances, |

more gravel, and the machinery was not |

available execept in a few cases.”
The president is a great believer
the future of the Klondike region.

in
SHOT ON WAY HOME.
Warnings of “Whitecaps” Was
Murdered in His Buggy.
Brookhaven, Miss., Dec. 22.—Ely Hil-

son, ,a negro, living eight miles from
Brookhaven, was assassinated the day

act for his own use, but must hold it sub-
Ject to trusts of settlement. The judg-
ment, if upheld on appeal, will prevent
landlords, who are tenants for life, from
selling as they would thereby lose their
chief inducement to sell under the act.
The ;udgvment will probably have the
effect of suspending all sales and nego-

| tiations to sell until parliament has re-

moved the doubts and difficulties which
have arisen in the interrogation of the

! aect.

| Negro, Who. Disregarded thé Repeated '

before yesterday, while on his way home |

in his buggy. Hilson was warned by
“Whitecaps” last winter to leave the

country, but he paid no attention to the |

warning. His home was visited in the
night about four weeks ago by ‘“White-

caps,” who fired several volleys into the !

He still disregarded the warn-
Hilson
is the second negro killed in the same
section of Lincoln county within the last

-month, -and- other negroes are greatly

alarmed over the situation.

PUGILIST'S DEATH.
Thomas Pendergast Died After Fight at
Sacramento—The Verdict of the
Coroner’s Jury.

Sacramento, Cal., Dée. 22.—The cor-
oner’s jury in the case of Thos. Pender-
gast, who died a few hours after his
fiecht with “Kid” ,Williams last Friday
night, has returned a verdict that “De-
ceased came to Ris death from rupture
of a blood vessel in the brain, caused by
blows received in a boxing contest with
‘Kid” Williams, in this city, and in our
opinion ‘without malice.” The gloves
were examined by the iurv and found to
be over five ounces. Williams-is out on

ens, business agefit of the f
nion, were summoned be- {i

the Briti
pstaptaman. f

OMINGRS SIGHS

" INTHE FAR EAST

' WARSHIPS GATHERING :
NEAR PORT ARTHUR

The Japanese Government Preparing for
I'ryzsportatiog f Expeditionary
Force—Rumors Denied.

London, Dec. 23.—Japanese warghips,
according to the Tientsin correspondent
of the Daily Mail, are concentrated in
the vicinity of Port ‘Arthur, and the
same paper is authority for the state-
ments indicating preparations on the

transportation of an expeditionary force.
Twenty-five steamers which trade

ver by Japan, and there are
rom Shanghai-and Kobe of the charters
ing of other steamers as transports and
for the conveying of supplies.

awaited with all the more anxiety be-
cause an authorized statement was given

the effect that that company up to the
fime Teceived no intimation that any. of
their subsidized steamers had been re-
quisitioned by the government. There is

act of overt hostility may come at any
moment. ’ ¥
Would Not Be a Surprise.

New York, Dec. 23,—The World prints
‘the following special from Washington:

“The administration belieyes that war
between Russia and Japan is imminent.
The beginning of hostilities within a
short time would not surprigse the Presi-
dent or Secretary Hay. Their convie-
tion that war canpot long be averted is
based on the reports from Minister Con-
ger and from other sources, which few
people Kave seen. ‘These reports show
that Russia, whose demands have daily
grown more exacting aud insistent, is
determined to force Japan to declare
war without delay.

“If the acceptance of the Czar’s chal-
ige is not as prompt as could ibe
ired, advices to the state department

show that Russia will begin hostilities.

Conger, and would be just about what
sh foreign office looks for.” .k

-

' Seattle, Dee. 23.—Steamships leaving
Puget Sound porfs for the Orient are
carrying hundreds of Chinese and Japan-
ese passengers. The heavy proportion of
Japanese over Chinese passengers is ex-
citing -comment among passengers and
officials.

Will Britain Take Part?

Berlin, Dec. 23.—The German foreizn
office in estimating the

at this moment on Great Britain, 1ather
than Japan, for it is recogniz:d

to give the word before beginning l:os-
tilities. A new and even . porienious

Britain that Russia must yield or Japan
and Great Britain ought to fight ler.

man government, while still refusing to

now that if war between Russia and

part in it, because¢ the British govern-
means. of saving and re-establishing rer
position the Bast.

bassador, who returned here ircm Eug-
land three days ago, is understood to
have imgarted‘ his impression unofhcially
to the German government tnat the
British cabinef. apprehended
would result if Russia persisted in her
present attitude toward Japan,

The leading financiers know nothing of
any Russian overtures to floar a ivan of
$125,000,000 in Germany, and the re-

is regarded as unfounded.
: Denied.
London, Dee. 23.—There is no truth in

Butterfield, of Hongkong, consisting of
25 merchant ships, has heen transferred
to Japan. Butterfield gnd Swires
describe the. story as ‘“ridiculous and
without foundation.”

Favor Peace.

Paris, Dec. 23.—An authoritative
denial is made here of the reports pub-
lished in London that Foreign Minster
Delcasse had offered to arbitrate the
Russo-Japanese dispute.

confined to those outlined in these dis-

downe making pacific representations at
Tokio with the view of ameliorating
Japan’s answer.
sentations France and Great Britain
acted separately, but on the same gen-
eral lines, Their action, therefore, is not
in joint accord, but is limited to an

solution.

that an agreement will be reached.
China May Suffer.

Pekin, Dee, 23.—That there is only a
faint prospect that war between Japan

the opinion, of the two members of the
dinlomatic corps at the Chinese capital,
whose opinions regarding the present
eritical condition of affairs in the Far
East are probably most valuable, name-
ly, Japanese Minister Uchida - and the
British minister, Sir Ernest Mason
Sftow. Mr. Satow, is quoted as saying

$3,000 bail.

that anyone who imagines - that Japan

part of the Mikado’s government for the !

along the China coast have been faken':
reports |

~Confirmation of these reports will be .
out yesterday at the London office of a :

great Japanese steamship company to

a growing impresgion. that news of an |

. The government is calmly waiting

War within & few days would be a ful- !
filment of the predictions of Minister !

Leaving For Home, =~ %

probabilities of !
war in the Far East, fixes its attention |

that |
Japan is only waiting for Great Britain @

element in the situation, as 1C is looked |
on here, is the rising feeling in Great!

The Associated Press learns from the |
highest diplomatic source thar ih» Ger- |
believe that war is certain, is convinced |
Japan comes, Great Britain will tcke a |

ment looks upon war as poessibly the only. :

‘Bir_Frank Lascelles, the british am- |

that war !

port to that effect publistied by the Tage- |
blaft in a dispatch frem St. Petersburg |

the report from Pekin that the fleet from |

The steps taken by M. Delcasse are |
patches yesterday, he and Lord Lans-'

In making these repre- '

urgent expression in favor of a pacific

The official view here .continues to be |

and Russia can be avoided, is said to be

be her greatest interests does wét know
the Japanese people.

if mecessary, to secure the evacuation of
M-=nchuria.

Sir Robert Hart, director
Imperial maritime customs, said to-day

sufferer should war occur, for she might
be ground bétsveen the millstones.

The decalicncy of the Chinese govern-
ment was never more completely dis-
played than in these times when her
ministers go from, legation to legétion
imploring goyernments to help China,

herself.. There is absolutely no strong
maif T@¥ng the ruling ministers. Prince
Chung, ¥ Marquis Tsing, like Li Hung
Chang, "sive all venerable

like l’riul"e Ching.

Wu Ting Fang, the well known ex-
minster to the United States tells his
official friends that he despairs of
China’s future. “I see no hope,” be
said, “gor China. The partition of the
gmpire sooner or later, is inevitable.”

e is-disgusted with official life at Pekin
and proposes to resign his present posi-
tion at the first opportunity.

Will Not Discuss Message.

London, Dec. 23.—The British foreign
i office declined to discuss the statements

made in the Associated Press dispatch |
from Berlin to-day on the ground that -

“tlxe,eoutingency was too hypothetical.”
At’ the German and other ambassies,
e impression prevails that the Russian-

Japanese negotiations have reached such

a point that it ‘would not be at all sur-

i prising if Great Britain expressed her

willingness, provided Japan agrees to ac-

Feept a certain specified compromise, to

guarantee to back up Japan, if necessary
by force of arms.

! Baron Hayashi, the Japanese minister

ally been arrived at between Britain and
Japan regarding the course of action:
| ‘Great Britain will pursue in event ef a
| Russo-Japanese war, beyond the stipu-
lations of the Anglo-Japanese treaty.”
i The minister, while admitting some such
i arrangement for the suppert of Japan by
, Great Britain provided that Japan agrees
.to accept a certain spaecified compromise
: as surmised by the Germany embassy,

I fails to see how Japan’s demands can be ,

i ‘moderated.
Awaiting Reply.

i TLondon. Dec. 23.—A dispatch to Reuler

from Tokio says: ‘Incessant activity pre-
\'vails at military headquarters. The
: transport arrangements are mmplethe.
the
l Russian reply, which, it is hoped, will be
{ forthcoming without delay.”

{ Alexieff’'s Powers.

| St. Petersburg, Dee. 23.—A telegram
| from Vladivostock, under to-day’s date,
! to the Wostochnozi Vestnoki, says Ad-
miral Alexieff, the viceroy of the Far
Bast, has been authorized to settle on
he spot all gquestions. concerpin
g srrtesy cand o falee

measures which -appear expedient,
|
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Reached if Russia Acts Quickly.

London, Dec. 22.—A dispatch to Reu-
ter’s Telegram ‘Company irom Tientsin
says the eorrespondent has been inform-
ed, on the highest Chinese official au-
thority, that the negotiations between
{ Russia and Japan will terminate amic-

ably. & t

An official of the Yokohama Specie
| Bank said: ‘“There is nothing in our ad-
| vices to lead to the belief that there will
Le war. Business telegrams. were re-
ceived to-day, the nature of which wou'd
, not be likely if war was regarded as im-
| minent.”

|
".
|
!

Tokio View.

Tokio, Dec. 22.—It is asserted in of-
ficial circles here that the Japanese fe-
ply to Russia rejects. the fundamental
i points at issue, which are understood
to include a mutual guarantee for the
preservation of Korean sovereignty,
while securing their indiyidual interests.
The, situation is graver than since the
i commencement of negofintions, butis
still suseeptible to a pacifie —solution
| if Russia will quickly reconsider her

reply.
i Transports Chartered.

London, Dec. 23.—The Daily Mail's
Kobe correspondent says it is reported
that the Japanese government is charter-
ing numerous steamers and ° transports,
ineluding three belonging to the Nippon
. Yusea Kaisha, a Japanese steamship
company.

At the London office of the Nippon
Yusen Kaisha, in response to inquiries,
| it was declared that there had been no
intimation that the government desired
i to requisition any @f its steamers.

The Daily Mail’s Tientsin correspon-
dent learns, upon what he says is
gzood authority, that in the evant of war
between Russia and Japan, the Chinese
. military authorities will co-operate with
. the Japanese. According to the corres-
| pondent, it is said, in Tientsin that a
number of Japanese warships are concen-
trating in the vicinity of Port Arthur.

TWO NEGROES SHOT.

| Killed by Marshal and Deputy While
Resisting Arrest,

Hoffman, N. C., Dec. 22. — Two
brothers, Galloway and John Blue,
negroes, living in Cumberland county,
were shot and killed by Town Marshal
Thompson and a deputy last night, while
resisting arrest for disorderly conduct.
The officers were fired upoen, but escaped
injury, v

ASSAULTED HIS TBACHER.

Hamilton, Ont., Dec. 21.—Ernest J.
Driver, a school teacher, of Grimsby, is
in the hospitdal here suffering - from
severe injuries to his face by a pupil
namied Fisher throwing a slate at him.
His condition is considered serious,

INTERVIEW MINISTER,

Ottawa, Dec. 22.—A. Morrison, M. P.,

and A. E. Woods, of the Vancouver,
Westminster & Yukon railway. are hege
to-dayon business with Hon. Mr. Field-
ing. N

conservatives |

here, in an interview ‘with® an Associat- !
. ed Press report, said: “Nothing has actu- |

neigh-

Tokio Dispateh Says Settlement May Be

will not fight for what she conceives to :
Mr. Uchida has always advocated war,

of Chinese |

that he feared China would be the chief |

without any thought of China helping !

improves {he flavor ond adds {o
the heaithfulness of ths fosd.

PRICE BAKINQ POWDER C0.
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PACIFIC BANK
S

T

'BOARD OF DIRECTORS =~
| SECURING PREMISES

————

Prominent Basrk Manager Will Actas
General Manager of New Finan-
cial Institution.

|
]
|
|
1,

During the last session of the Domin-
ion House an act was passed incorporat-
. ing the Pacific Bank of Canada, with
| a capital of $2,000,000. It was stated
| that the head office of the company
wotld be im Victoria, and that the finam-
cial backing of the institution would be
primarily in British Columbia.

Since that time the promoters of the
new institution have been actively per-
fecting theig plans nng the gratifying

o e S made - 2 E

¥ § ) pan, -
| propability  premises will he taken for
lthe‘ provisional board in this city next

month, J

The promoters have been fortunate im
securing for the responsible post 'of gen-
eral manager a' prominent gentleman in
banking circles: who is‘now manager of
a large city bank, and wupon 'whose
shoulders will fall much of the arduous
preliminary work entailed in launching
a new financial institution in territory al-
ready covered by other banks.

The Pacific Bank of Canada, it is held,
will have peculiar claims upon the busi-
ness men of this province, because of the
disabilities under which investors in this
province have labored in the past through
a lack of knowledge by Eastern eapital-
ists of conditions in British Columbia,
and a comsequent nervousness sometimes
{ manifested when there was no real oe-
| casion for it. TUnlike the Bank of Brit-

ish Columbia, which was nominally =&

British Columbia imstitution, but which

had its head offices and directors’ board

in London, the' Pacific Bank will haveé
both in this province.
{ It will enjoy, the additional advantage
' also of a iocal directorate and branch in

Montreal, the former composed of promi-

nent business men of the commerciak

metropolis of the Dominion, whe wili be
an invaluable assistance in nininthining
close touch with Eastern business and
| BEastern investors.

EXTERMINATED FAMILY.

Despondent Machinist Killed His Wife
and Three Children and Commit-
ted Suicide.

Cleveland, O., Dec. 21.—Roscoe W..
Derby, a machinist, despondent over his
financial affairs, killed his wife and their
three children at their home here early
on Sunday, and' then committed suicide.
The crime was extraordinary in its
thoroughness, and evidently had been
planned ecarefully.

Mrs. Derby  was probably killed duar-
ing sleep, the expression on her faee
showing no sign of a struggle. The chil-
dren, however, probably had a siruggle
with Derby after they had been awak-
ened by the shooting, and made an in-
effectual attempt to _escape. The body

| of Harold, aged: six years, was found in
i-a pool of blood in the kitehen, and that
of Alice, aged seven years, in the dining-
room, with her face to the floor and a
i bullet in her breast.

Harold evidently had been chased
about the house by his father. as the
furnishings were in disorder. From the
location of his wounds, the boy probably
was caught by his father and held while
the revolver was placed against the little
fellow’s forehead and two bullets sent
into his brain. There also was evidence

T of a struggle on Alice's part.
The last of the children to die was
| Thomas, aged five. He had remained in
bed. when Derby shot him in the head.

After the ecrime had been committed,
Derby went to the room where his wife
lay dead and, lyving down at her side,
fired a bhullet into his own brain. A
number_of peol race cheques were found
about fie_room, showing that. Derby had
been trying his luck at betting.

FISCAL QUESTION.

Ottawa, Dec. 23.—E. 8. Montague and H.
Herbert are registered here from England.
They are studying the fiscal question and
have letters from Lord Roseherv and
others to Lord Minto, Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and other ministers of the crown.




