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A WEEKLY NEWS LETTER.

RECORD OF PROGRESS.

ITH the cloging of the Convention of the Interua
tional Typographical Union, held at Albany, N. V]

actual presentations of the reports to prove econclusiveh
that the past yvear has, from the point of suecess, bee
the banner period of the organization's existence. From
whatever angle this deduction is reached the justifica-
tion is forthcoming, whether from a resume of Presi
dent Scott’s records or inereased membership and finan
cia]bgninw as’ given by Secretary-Treasurer Hays, the |
St(ll'_\' is one of Illlp!‘mw-ih'nlwl success, and Prulv m
membership thereto should be the lot of every indivi-
dual card carrier. i :

The financial report shows that the mortuary fund
inereased to $288,486.66, and the old age pension fund
an increase of $245,393.39, placing to the eredit of the
lattex fund on May 31, 1920, a total of $986,859.76. With
guch a surplus and recommendation from the finaneial
officer, the convention delegates preached and acted
progress, reducing the pension age from 65 to 60, and
an $8 a week pension to all members taking advantage
of this fund, having twenty vears of econtinuous affilia- |
tion. The old age fund has been aptly termed a *‘tear
irying pension,” and this splendid branch of the union’s
serviee paid to its old-timers, numbering 1,510, for the
past twelve-month term the sum of $3,022,449.00. The |
typos’ haven of rest at Colorado Springs found around
the 200 mark average of patients seeking health restora-
tion through the care and conditions prevailing at this
ideal monument to the international trade union.

Another record was established in meinbérship
growth, with 71,849 members in good standing, an in-
ereage of 5,742 for the twelve-month term. 'The con- |
tinued upbuilding is best seen by recalling that twenty |

years ago 25,165 were on the membership rolf;, thistotaks

ineluding pressmen and bookbinders, whodvldax Eave
their own thriving international organizations.

Not unlike other organizations in texture, the Al-
hany convention was productive of its littl€ tones-of
discord, but the heart of the typos’ fornmtiomis as
.sonnd as the proverbial bell, and likely to.so.remain,|
notwithstanding the loudest voice of all whicliis that
of the disturber and wrecker. The craft which was
willing to contribute more than five million dollars to
say the eight-hour day must prevail, that has estab-
lished the old age pension plan, mortuary benefits, |
Union Printers’ Home, technical edneational and arbi- |

' tration policy, and financial backing as a guarantee of
. their being carried out, will not stand for machinations
against the proven plan of success.

Credit is due to the sane leadership with which the
union has to date been guided, and the executive are
ﬁstiﬁed in saying “‘a continuance of the policies that |

ve already been inaugurated and the adoption of sueh |
further advanced measures as from time to time come
up insures the success of the International Typographi-
eal Union for all time.”
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sirous of placing their views on record in this parfieular

will bave an opportunity, and if this offer is accepted |
there is as like\y to be as many proposals for a‘‘sound |
tariff arrangement’’ as there are artieles that may be!
in a tariff schedule. ‘ |

Outside of the trade union movement voices call|

for Free Trade, restricted tariff taxes on this or other/

articles or sources. All agree that revenue has to be|

gecured, but the goring of the other fellow’s ox is the|

- most popular pastime 1n tariff reform. ) |
: Should the organized tradé union movement repre- |

sentatives enter this free-for-all, we ave quite justified |

|

M in expecting that versions-presented will be as widei
apart as the poles, The boot and shoe worker: warts
his protection, the stonecutter preférs to cut the stone|
on this side of the line, the tai&ltl', sheet metal worker
;n .er, right down the whole. eraft line, are claimants
or home industry, giving an impression in the direetion
_ of fair, rather than a free trade policy. - 3
‘With a division of opinion at all times so much in |

evidence outside the workers’ ranks on this question, to |
_ expect a united thought from the workers is asking the |

|

“impossible; yet not an uncommon procedure. If Iabor:

]
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[ game tone, or a disappointment is in store. The great-

gheir views will radiate, but however sincere the advo:

iwoice of labor under a heavy handicap, which no other
#ection of tariff reviewers are called upon te aceept,
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