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LORD STANLEY’S BILL.

We this day resume our observations
upon this great and vital measure, and
intended 1o have done so by a fair com-
parison, upon their ictrinsic merits, of
Lord Stanley’s and Mr. Pigot’s Bills ;
but a ten years’ experience of Radical
villainy only teaches us how infinite are
the resources of its falsehood, and how
incapable we are of appreciating the ex-
tent of its baseness. We are notyet per-
mitted to see Mr. Pigot’s bill, and this
leads us to the performance of another
duty, perhaps as useful—that of expos-
ing a system of treachery and deception
in the Queen’s advisers as despicable as
any to be founa in the whole annals of
fraud. -

It is alreadv known to our reacers how
the present Whiz Master of the Rolls,
and the present Whig Justice Peirin, of

- the Queen’s Bench, framed and intro-
duced a bill in 1835 to remedy the same
evils in our registration system, and by
the same means of annual revision ana
appeal to the judges againstimproper ad-
missions, as Lord Stanley now seeks to
correct: and that that bill being sent to
the House of Lords, with a multitude of
others, in the last days of August, 1835,
was dealt with by their Lordships as be-
caome the character of their cwn hsuss,
ana the Ministerial mavcenvrers of that
dav.

{t 1s also known how this same Sir
Michael O'Loghlen, ana that noble off-
shoot from the Howard tree, Lord Mor-
peth introduced a similar bill in 18306,
which, althvugh unopposed in any oue
af its healiog provisions, was not entrust-
ed to the Lords, lest, peradveunture, iheir
Lordships should take the Ministers at
their word, and make them the uzwilling
instruments of an act of so much jus-
tice,

Aad lastly, it has been seen how, in
1838, the same Lord Morpeth, aided by
the present Lord Chief Baron Woulfe,
repeated the same Lumbug, baviang learn-
ed in the O’'Connell school, of which his
Lordship is now one of the most distin-
guished pupils, to careas little about out-
raging common sense as common hones-
ty ; conlent to pay the price of character,
as a public man, for the gratification of

 laughing at those who had the folly to
trust to his professions.

Such was the history of Radical Re-
form, and such the efforts of Radical viz-
tue to correct the admitted vices of our
registration system atthe commencement
of tke session of 1840. It was then tele-
rably apparent what the object of the
O'Conrellites had been, at all events,
‘subsequent to 1835. The system of fraud
and perjury established by the Irish Re-
form Bill, coperatiog with the system of
falsehood and intimication inculcated and
practised by the priesthood of Rome,
was working too beautifully for the de-
mocrat agitators to permit its interrup-
tion. It was too clear and valuable a
¢ beneficial interest” to the Irish traitors,
lay and Maynooth, to suffer its dimizution
by Saxon interference. Butits enormities
were so glaring—its rank offences so
smelled to Heaven, that something must
be done. The public mind of England
would not tolerate the continuance of such
a nvisance. Therefore, said the honest
Radicals, let us pretend to do something
—let us compound a medicine which we
peed never ad minister—Iet us frame three
bills which need never pass.

Vexed by this treachery to the princi-
ples of Lord Grey, and stung by this
fraud upon his own measure, Lord Stan-
ley—who had carried the Irish Reform
Bill in 1832, and who, in doing so, had,
oyer and over again, declared that he
considered the registration system in both
countries as an experiment to be adopted
or discarded as the result of a trial should
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indicate—determined that the minister:al
subterfuge should succeed no longer, and
that the British legislature shonld, at all
events, have the fair opportunity of de-
claring itself upon the subject.

Vith this object, he took the course of
a gentleman. He inquired of Het Ma-
jesty’s Government meant to introduce
any bill in the present session upon the
subject of the Registration of Voters in
Ireland 2 It was distinctly announced
that the Government had no such inten-
sion ; and, on the 25th February, his
Lordship applied to the House of Com-
mons for leave to introduce a bill of his
OWil,

Did Lord Morpeth, who, upon that
occasion, complimented Lord Stanley
upon the tone and spirit with which he
tutrodvced his measnre—did Lord Mor-
peth them 1untimate, by one word, any
tatention of the Government to deal
themselves with the enormities of the
Irish Registration? Not he, indeed!
On the contrary, his whole speech was
an admission that nothing was to be done,
or suffered to be dane in that matter by
the Governmeunt or any oce else.

On the 26ith of March the same Notle
Lord spoke again upon the same measure.
It was in giving (to use his own words,)
“ his gownright and decided opposition
to the further progress of that bill”—that
was upon the debate of its second read-
ing. Had the government in the inter-
val awakened to any just sense of the
O'Connell iniquities? Had they been

; at ail ashamed, by the activity of Lord

Stanley, 1nto a tardy effort to atone for
past neglect? Not they. Secure in their
accustomed measuring-cast majority of
two or five, they considered themselves
equally secure in their Irish abominati-
ons; and, believing themselves strong
enough to perpetuate them: ali, on the
26th of March Lord Morpetn thus ex-
pressed himself:—

““ He and the Government admitted
that there were abuses connected with
the system of registration in Ireland, nor
€id he stand up there to cefend tnem,
but they thought that this bl/l would not
provide a just and adequate remedy, and
that the circumstances were not yet fa-
vorable to induce the Government io re-
new attempts to propose what they
would term and consider adequale re-
medies for the undoubted abuses of the
existing system of registration.”

Thus it was perfectly clear that on the
26th March last the Government, having
full knowledge of the introduction of a
n easure for the purpose, and upon con-
sideration of the whole case, had come to
the resolution that ‘ the circumstances
were not yel favourable to induce them
to renew” any measure of their own.

But circumstances very soon became
favorable? A wajority of 16 against
Lord Morpeth! His Lordship never
recoliected that during his Secretaryship
in lreland there were very many Whig
gentlemen who had not had the advan-
tage of an O’Connell education.

Confounded by this result, the Minis-
ters and the agitators were equally in de-
spair. For the first time since their com-
pact alliance, a gleam .of light which
threatened to be but the breaking of a
perfect day. What was to be done?
Were Gibson’s toils and 7%ghe’s anxie-
ties to be all thrown away? Were the
dear * fictitious” to be thus exterminat-
ed, and the ‘‘ Love's Labor” of the
Priests so cruelly “lost”? Can you
suggest nothing, O’Conuell! * my ho-
norable and learned friend,” in this dis-
tressing ewergency ?

Oh, yes! O'Connell could, and did.—
He suggested to those hopeful members
‘of the English nobility, the Lords John

Russell and Morpeth, that ¢ the circum-

stances had become favorable”—that,
there being a majority of the House of
Commons in favor of cutting off the
Johnny Moroneys, now was the moment
for their pure and honest Lordships to
interfere ; and while making a show of
lifiing with one hand their exterminating
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sword azainst the perjurers and paupers
of “the gem,” they miglt cast a shield
witk the other over the dear 1nnocents;
so that when the blow fell, they might
ve teore frightened than hurt. Enchant-
ed with the propesal, Lord Jobn finds
“ tite circumstances favorable,” and pro-
misks Government measures for the
amendment of the law throughout the
empire

That these measures should ever be-
com:z law was never dreamed of by the
respectable partiss to this flagitious con-
spiracy—the object and intention of the
fraud was never so much as attempted to
be concealed. As soon as Lord John
Russell had introduced Lis English bill,
it was thus aonounced to the Irish Re-
pealers by Mr. O'Conuell, in Lis speech
at the Corn Exchange, on the 14th April
last] ; —

““ The people Lave the Government
with them on the subject of the Registry.
L-rd Johkr Russell has brought in a bill
to amend the law of Registration 1n Eng-
land, which wiil give the house the legi-
timate excuse of postponing ihe Irish
bill until the English one be settled—
(cheers.)”

And the other contracting party to this
honorable engagement, the Government
of the Queen of England seemed still
more disposed to publish its own share
in so creditable a transaction. We ex-
tract the following passage from the Ra-
diczl Spectator, anvouncing the disclo-
sares made by the Lwvening [Post and
£lot, the aceredited organe of the Mel-
bourne and O'Connell sections of the Go-
vernment, relative to this compact con-
spiracy against Lord Stanley’s bill :—

“ The Dublin Evening Post, the semi
official paper of the Irish government,
has published a ietter from its private
correspondent in London, arnouncing
that the ministerial measures respecting
registration and the right of voling are
brought forward at the present tiime
merely for the purpose of embarrassing
Lord Stanley. The Dublin Pilot, here-
tofore passing as Mr. O’Connell’s peculiar
organ, and the editor of which suffered
imprisonment on Mr. O’Csonell’s ac-
count, has these remarks on ministerial
hollowness ;—

“¢To be sure, we needed net the an-
nouncement of the Zvening Post to have
discovered that a love of place, and not
a love of Ireland, or any care or anxiety
for the furtherance of her interests, has
been on this, as on most other recent oc-
casions, the spring and motive of minis-
terial activity.

“ ¢ The principle was plain enough—
alas ! it was but too plain ; but the diffi-
culty was to have proved it. Well, what
says the private and confidential London
agent of the Post ? This—plainiy and
fully enoungh—that measures for remodel-
ling the franchise of England, Scotlaud,
and Ireland, are now simultaneously
brought forward by Mivisters, for the
purpose and with the intent, not of bene-
fiting the country, but for the sake of
embarrassing the debate upon Lord
Stanley’s bill; the result of which de-
bate is to decide the fate of the present
Government. Oh, most wise, most pru-
dent, most careful, but most true confes-
sion! The indiscretion of the Pos¢ has
now tut too plainly let slip the motive
of the Government in the present in-
stance ; and therefore it has strengthenec
and given autnority to those generaily
received opinions which now, alas:! 80
universally prevail, that the administra-
tion of which Lord Melbourne is the
head seeks as 1ts first, its chiefest, almost
its only object—place ; that to that ok-
ject it ‘will sacrifice the consistency of its
principles, the prosperity of its supporters
and the advocacy of those measures with-
out which this country cannot advance.
Why, oh ! why will the Pos¢ thus force
upon the public mind at such a moment
a truth so plain, but yet so danger-
ous ?”

But even this was not enough. It was
not sufficient to defraud the noble mem-

xas s e v o N

ber for North Lancashire of the fruit of
kis great labonr and exertion in framing
and bringing forward an honest bill, for
the redress ot the crying grievances which
afflict Irelaad, by taking into their own
hand the management of & measure,
which it wes their malignant determinati-
on to extingnish. This was not enongh
for our present noble governors The
means must be worthy cof the end,
were to dozll the grod by bills framec
by themsel¢es-——ana howdo they precesd ?
Their next'move is to substitute
of Mr. Piyot’s for Lord Slanicy's one.—
Where are¢ these oilis? How long bhave
they been promised ? Cuae of them we
may have before the vext debaie, as it
has been ordered to be printed. But
where is the other? What has 1
of the ¢ beneficial interest? \What has
our Solicitor-General been about the list
two months ? Answer these questions,
Mr. Pigot. No, it is avparent, from the
following report of the latest proceedings
in the House, that Mr. PigoZ will answer
nothing :—

¢« Sir J. Graham wished to ask a gques-
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the Solicitor-Genetal for Ireland.

ten days ago, the hon. and learne!
tlemen had obtainel leave to bring

bill to amend the registraticn syste
Ireland, and he had also notifiec to. the
house that he intended to introduce a
second bill, to deal with the subjeet of
the new definition of ¢ a beneficial in-
terest,” ivciuding the erection of au ap-
pellate tribunai ior the assistant Lairisters
registering votes in Ireland. IHe had
brought in the first of these bills, but it
was not yet printed, though the order had
been made. He had also obtained leave
to bring in the second biil, but he had
not introduced it as yet. He beg tc re-
mind the hon. and learned geuntlemen of
the promise whaich he had made to bhim
upon that occasion. He (Sir. J. Graham)
had said that it was most desirable that
these bills should both be in the hands
of members Defore the house was asked
to take another stept in the bill of his
noble friend, the member for North
Lancashire. The hon. and learned gen-
tleman had given his assurance that
both these bills would be in the hands of
members in a _few days. Ten days had
elapsed, but they were not yet' forthcom-
mng. Oae of then might be printed and
delivered before Thurscay; but, unless
he presented the second bill either that
night or the following day, it was impos-
sible that it could be in the possession of
members on Thursday, when the debate
would come on. Ile wished, therefore to
ask the hen. and learued gentleman whe-
ther to-night or to-morrow he would
present the second bill for the definition
of the beneficial interest?

«“« Mr. Pigot—I can’t introduce the
second bill either to-night or to-mor-
row. The first will be ready by Thurs-
day.

“ The hon. and learned member re-
sumed his seat amid loud eries, of oh,
oh.

Sir J. Grakam—Then 1 am to under-
stand that i is noZ possible for us upon
Thursday nex¢ to have the second bill ?

¢« Mr. Pigot made no answer.”

Was not Lord Howick right on the

19¢h of May, when he ¢thus spoke of zhe
same honourable and learned Precur-
sor 2—

“ What said the hon. and learned gen-
tleman (Mr. Pigos)? Did he say that
the present sfafe of theregiséry was salis-
factory ? Did he say thai there were noé
great and crying evils which urgendly
demand reform 2 Far fromiz He said
that he himself was reaiy to undertake
the task of that reform, but the learred
gentleman was somewhat late in under-
taking the task—(laughter.) I7e¢ coula
not feel great confidence in ¢haz bill be-
ing brough? in af ¢his period of the ses-
sion—¢ha? bill which, if he rightly un
derstood, was no# yet in exisfence, and
wizh the provisions of which he was aZ
this time occupied— (hear, hear.) Hg
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