
THE DISCIPLE'S THEME 13

those gloomy catalogues which are found

here and there in his epistles, long appalling

lists of human depravity and human need,

and from these estimate his glowing confi-

dence in the powers of redeeming grace.

Here is such a list :—" Fornicators, idolaters,

adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves

with men, thieves, covetous, drunkards, re-

vilers, extortioners." Such were some of the

foul issues upon which the saving energies of

grace were to be brought And then he

adds—"And such were some of you. But

ye were washed 1 " And when the Apostle

uses the word " washed " he suggests more

than the washing out of an old sin, he means

the removal of an old affection ; more than

the removal of a pimple, he means the purify-

ing of the blood ; more than the cancelling of

guilt, he means the transformation of desire.

Such was this man's belief in the saving

ministry of divine grace. Do we share his

confidence ? Do we speak with the same un-

shaken assurance, or do we stagger through

unbelief? Does our speech tremble with

hesitancy and indedsiop ? If we had here a


