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herself. Hence the Union of the maritimo provinces was an

object that appeared (though probably m ithout reason) more

easily attainable. It was a measure valuable in itself, and

also as a means towards the ultimate and higher object ; but

was not the fulfilment of all the requirements of the case ; for

this the combination of the whole was rcijuisite.

The apprehended indifference of Canada has been removed

in a very striking and unexpected manner ; but so far from

seeing reason for prejudice against the measure, because Ca-

nada seeks Union from an appreciation of its benefits to her-

self, that fact would seem to be an element of strength in the

compact.

Were this letter to be silent on the comparative schemes of

legislative and confederate union, my sentiments would be

liable to mis-apprehension, because in 1854 I expressed a

strong preference for the former ; but it will be seen that the

resolutions then submitted, by leaving the choice between the

two plans open for deliberation, excluded the idea that Legii-

lative Union was deemed a sine qua non. The reasons which,

in 1854, induced my preference for this form of Union, have

lost none of their force ; although I may not then have given

quite as much consideration to the obstacles to its accomplish-

ment as I have, since the question has come practically more

near. Then, however, the necessity of supplying some mode

for meeting the wants of the country, more convenient than

legislation in a distant parliament, was felt ; and it will be

remembered that I introduced about the same time for this

purpose, a Bill for the municipal incorporation of the countiet

»

carefully elaborated from the best precedents I could procure.

Its fortunes were inauspicious. The Legislature gave it but a

dubious existence, making its operations dependant on accep-

tance by the counties. The counties courteously declined the

boon of self-government it proffered ; half a county alone ac-

cepted the gift, and after a few years rejected it.

Thus, unacceptable proved a measure which is essential

should the perfect political amalgamation of the Provinces be

effected ; and it is probable that greater obstacles would be

found opposed to Legislative than to Confederate Union.
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