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6 yln Account of the European

They .aflaulted thefe new colonies, and
drove them out of the ifland. The Englifli

colony Toon returned, and pofTefTed themfelves

of the largell and moft fertile quarter, before

the French could coUedt themfelves; who,
finding the Englifli already occupied the befl-

part, left a fmall colony on the other. But
their chief, and the moft adventurous of their

inhabitants, went in fearch of a i\ew ioitle-

ment; when, after various fortune, aLd after

combating the difficulties which an unculti-

irated country and fome indifcretions of their

own had caufed them, they made a confider-

able fettlement in the iflands of Martinico

and Guadaloupe.

Cardinal Richlieu faw very early into the

advantages which might arife from thefe fettle-

ments, if prudently managed j and he thought
the moft prudent management both for fe-

curing and extending them, confifted in but

one article i which was, to put the govern-

ment into proper hands. With that view he
made choice of Monfieur de Poincy, a knight

of Malta J who was fent thither with the title

of governor and lieuten'i:t' general of the ifles

of America, and a ve» com' '.(
iioii.
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No perfon could bebi Jci. ^a.\.{i to rectify the

diforders that naturally muft arife in every

new fettlement, and to put things in a right

channel for the time to come. Of a good
family; of an unblemiflied reputation for

probity j
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