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This song gave great ofiFence to the many sincere per-

sonal friends whom Soott numbered among the upper
ranks of the Whigs; and, in particular, it created a
marked coldness towards him on the part of the accom-

plished and amiable Countess of Rosslyn (a very intimate

friend of his favorite patroness, Lady Dalkeith), which,

as his letters show, wounded his feelings severely,— the

more so, I have no doubt, because a litUe reflection must
have made him repent not a few of its allusions.' He
was consoled, however, by abundant testimonies of Tory
approbation; and, among others, by the following note

from Mr. Canning:—

TO WALTER SCOTT, ESQ., EDDrBUBOH.

LOHDOV, J11I7 14, 1806.

Deas Sir, '-~ I should not think it necessary to trouble yon

with » direct acknowledgment of the very acceptable present

^ Mr. W< Saraigv Landor, a ram of great leaniiiig and ^reat abUiti«, haa

in a noent ooUaotiTo editioii of hia writiiiffi nproduced many nncharitabla

jadgmenta on diatin^niahed oontaniporariea, -which the reflection of ad-

anoed Ufa might hare been expected to cancel. Sir Walter Scott baa hia

full abare in theae, but he vnffen in good company. I moat, howevar, no-

tioe the diatinet aaaertion (vol. i. p. 330) that Soott " cunpoaed and aang a
trinmphal aong on the death of a minister whom, in hia lifetime, he bad
flattered, and vho waa juat in hia coffin when the minBtrel sang Thtfox ia

rvn to earth. Conateble of Edinhnig^ beard him, and related the fact to

Corran, who expreaaed hia incrednlity with great Tabemence, and hia ab-

hnrenoa was greater than hia inerediUity." The only poaaible fonndatioB

on whioh thia atory can hare been bnilt ia the ooeorrenee In on* stama of

the aoBg nuntionad in my text of the words, Talli/-ho to the Fox, The aong

waa written and aong in Jnne, 1806. Mr. Fox waa then miniiter, and died

la September, 1606. The linaa which Mr. Landor apeaka of aa " flattering

Fox dving Ua lifetime " we rery oelebrated tinea : thay appeared in the

epiatle prefixed to the firat eanto of MarmioH, which waa pnbliabed in Fsb-

roary, 1806, and their snbjeot ia the juxtaposition of the tombs of Pitt and
Fox in Westmisater Abbey. Eyerybody who knew Scott knows that he
neTer sang a aong in hia life ; and if that had not been notorioos, who
bat Hr. Landor could haTe heard without " incredulity " that hi. ^i;7<^ a
triamphal sftng on the death of Fox in the presence of the publisher of

JforsitDii and proprietor of the Edinburgh Review f 1 may add, though it

is needless, that Conatable^s son-in-law and partner, Mr. Cadell, ** nerer

beard of anoh a aoag m Uiat deseribed by Mr. Laador.**— (1848.)


