
Mr Bnrden himself in aa.nnK at the piMfltit time that Canada should

do nothinn of a prrmaient nature in the matter of imperial naval defence

until iihe i>B< a voice in the isHuea that determine [leace and war, and ia

giving this a> a reason why he is unable to adopt a i)ermanent policy.

A deepatcb, dated lA>ndon, December 10, 1912, from thn Seorotary of

State for the Colonies, the Kt. Honourable Lewis Harcourt, to His Hoyal

Highneni the Governor General >( Canada " fur the information of Mr.

Borden's Cabinet," states that ' policy is and muat remain the sole

prerogative of the Cal inet, subject to the support of the House of Com-
mons " (at Westminster). Without expressing any opinion aa to tbeso

matters, it is to be observed that what Mr. Borden la proposing to

do it the very thin^ which he says should not be done. By the

gift of the three large.-it battleships in the world to the Briti.=' Admiralty,

he commits Canada irrevocably to participation in any anu every con-

flict that may arise into which these ships may be brought, and places it

wholly beyond the power of the Canadian Parlinment to exercise any

control should there be a course of policy or action of which the people

of Canada do not approve.

Circumstances afford only one of two possible explanations of

this complete reversal of what, whollv irrespective of party, has come

to be understood as the accepted bneis of relationship between the United

Kingdom and the self-governing Dominions with respect to national

and imperial defence,—either that, entirely irrespective of the will of

the people, Mr. Borden deliberately proposes to substitute a policy

<rf centralization for one of co-operation in matters of defence,

or, that because of the compromise<l position of himself and his party

through the alliance between the Nationalists and the Con-
•eivatlves, he is prepared to resort to the expedient of voting thirty-

five million dollars for dreadnoughts, to escape, for the time being, the

framing of a permanent policy, and yet appear to bo doing something

subetantial in aid of Britain. No matter which explanation is accepted,

the consecjuences are the same; a complete reversal of the position

which the Canadian parliament and people have hitherto maln-
tnlned with so much pride and with results so wholly beneficial

to British connection, and the opening of the way to endless possible

dissensions both in the United Kingdom and in (;;unada as to what ia,

and is not understood, and what may, or may not be involved, with all

the element? of possible disintegration and estrangement with which

these differences may be fraught

It may be that a section of the Cana li:m people are willing to forgei

with what difficulty Canada has attained her rights of sell -government

and control, and the advantages she derives from them, and are ready

to substitute centralization without control, for co-operation with

control in inter-imperial relations, Imt Mr. Borden is lianily justified

in forcing tlie whole Donmiion into this position, without giving to the

people of Canada .-m opportunity of expressing tlieir views in a matter
which vitally affects the present rights, and future position of the

Dominion.
The following brief chronology will serve to illustrate the events and

considerations which have determined Canada's part In the past,

In the matter of military and naval defence and may serve to throw

bume light on the coriditions r%"hich huvu hclpeu tJ bring about the

present extraordinary position.
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