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risin;^ or netting; but .a June and December it uill cause a dif-'

ference of about/our minutes, which shouU not he neglected

when accuracy is desired. For example—sufipose that at a

place one degree north of ilaiifax, and not much clovtitfd above
the sea, the Sun's upper limb on the 'iOth ol Juno should 1)C ob-

served to rise out of tiic Ocean, by a clock, at 4h. I'^m. ; what is

the error of the clock, and at what time by tiic clock must a n»e-

ridian or noon mark, be drawn on tiiat day—ihc Sun licing slow
one minute 1 By the Almanack it appears thnt the Sun's upper
imb rises at Halifax on the 2()th June at 4h. I Itn and conse-

quently, at the place in question, at 4h. 10m. The clock there-

fore is two minutes fast of mean and three minutes f.ist of appa-

rent time, and consequently the meridian mark must be drawn
at three minutes alter Vi. Had the place in rpjcstion l)cen one
degree south of Halifax, .he clock would ho six minutes slow of

mean, and Jive slow of apparent time, and the meridian mark
must be drawn at^tJC minutes before \Q. At Halifax the clock

would be two minutes slow of mean, and one minute slow of ap-

parent time, and the meridian mark must be drawn at one minute

before 12.

EXPLANATION OF TEllMS.

Aphelion, is that part of a planet's orbit furlhest from the sun.

Apooeb. the moon is said to be in Apogee when furthest from

the Earth.

Declination, is the ilistance of a heavenly body (rem the equi-

noxial line.

Ecliptic, is the plane of the Earth's orbit extended to the starry

sphere; or the annual path which the sun apparently de-

scribes among the stars.

Elongation of a planet, is its distance from the Sun, as seen

from the Earth.

E(iuiNOXiAL,or Equinoxial Line, in an imaairary line, or cir-

cle of the heavens corresponding v/ith the E(iuator of the

Earth.

Equinox. (See Right Ascension)

Nodes are those points in the orbits of tlio moon or planets

which intersect the plane of the ecliptic.

Perihelion is that part of a planets orbit nearest the Sun.

Perigee. The moon is said to be in perigee when nearest tht-

Earth.

Right Ascension is the distance, eastward, reckoned on the

equinoxial from the first point of Aries ; and is generally

estimated in lime : fifteen degrees of the arc being equal to

one minute of time, and so on. The Zero point, or first of

Aries, is called the Equinox.
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