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UiMii'^'lit, «'xprr's.si(»naiMl rxindiriit, we aiviiici l>y an inHii-

pcniMc oliHtaclt'. I nicnii tlic (liHiciiltyof tnins(N).sin;^oiii'

exisU'iKM' l»y tljosc wrrtcluMl rout<;.s ami <^il«l«Ml v«4nclr.s

tlirough countless decades liack into reniot*^ times, and try-

in*,' to feel the influences that controlled, not only nations,

but coinniunities and sects,and individuals,whose lanj^uaj^e

an<l sentiments it is absolutely necessary to undei*stand, to

correctly interpret the true meanint^ of their words an<l

actions. This stu^mdous undertaking is univei'sally

shirked or a<lroitly smoothed over to suit the purposes of

partisan wiiters and relic-mongers who go l)ack and pre-

] )are theway for pleasure parties of marvel-loving excursion-

ists—and these, we may add, not re(|uiring to Ix' transport-

ed bodily,are spirited aljoutthrouglithe mediumofa species

of " half hour series" in which the hungry student, in

the dreamy ecstasy of .an appetizing imagination, is enabled

to compass the events of centuries in a space the size of

a reHned sandwich and to swallow the tempting repast of

an exhumed dynasty at a gulp. The litei-ary gastrono-

mers who dress and serve these bits of mummydom to suit

the fastidious taste of modern epicures, are men who glory

in the mission of reclaiming the hidden treasures of bygone

days
; and this superhuman task, notwithstamling it is in

•lirect violation of the laws of nature, they not only profess

to have achieved, but with a generasity, sanctified by their

own mental destitution, have bequeathed the invaluable

store to posterity. So it is, like thieves in the night, we
sneak in by stealth and gorging ourselves with all they

can cany, strut abroad with the memory loaded down with


