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common, and at the top of the hill there was a refreshing

breeze. We could see now, for the first time, the whole

of our division. Our own regiment did not muster more

than 500, for it contained a large number of government

office men who had been detained, like Danvers, for duty,

in town, and others were not much larger; but the militia

regiment was very strong, and the whole division, I was

told, mustered nearly five thousand rank and file. We
could see other troops also in extension of our division,

and could count a couple of field batteries of royal artil-

lery, besides some heavy guns, belonging to the volun-

teers, apparently drawn by cart horses. The cooler air,

the sense of numbers, and the evMent strength of the po-

sition we held, raised our spirits, which, I am not ashamed

to say, had all the morning been depressed. It was not

that we were not eager to close with the enemy, but that

the counter-marching and halting ominously betokened a

vacillation of purpose in those who had the guidance of

afiairs. Here in two days the invaders had got more than

twenty miles inland, and nothing effectual had been done

to stop them. And the ignorance in which we volunteers,

from the colonel downwards, were kept of their move-

ments, filled us with uneasiness. We could not but de-

pict to ourselves the enemy as carrying out all the while

firmly his well-considered scheme of attack, and contrast-

ing it with our own uncertainty of purpose. The very

silence with which his advance appeared to be conducted

filled us with mysterious awe. Meanwhile the day wore
on, and we became faint with hunger, for we had eaten

nothing since daybreak. No provisions came up, and

there were no signs of any commissariat officers. It seems


