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))recodent iu tlio hist^i'V of nations can be found wlici-i' flii' outlying

fiT.njnients of an Kinpire, sinking tlieir mutual rivalries and petty

jealousies, agreed to unite and become consolidated, to contribute their

ftiir (juota foi* common protection and defence, and in their newly

acqiiired aspect to maintain their allegiance to the ]mrent state. In

order to accomplish such n purpos(.' it may well be su|)posed that

leading rival statesmen of the several Provinces^ have been called

upon to make great p'rsonal and political concessions and sacrifices.

Such has been the case, and without it by no possibility could the success

that has attended this great effort have been secured. And will you, will

the people of Great Bi'itain

—

will her Parliament or her Govi'rnment,

at this stage, coldly and suspiciously regard a measure and a

mission they have all along encouraged? Will they say to the

representatives of four millions of people now here in England,

intent on the accomplishment of a project, with which the interests

of half a Continent are identified, will they say—retire for the

present, and return, and we will hear you at some more conveTiient

season? Most assui-edly not. No suspicion lui'ks in tlie minds of

any of those who have been enti'ustcd with the high and delicate

duties of settling with the Government and Parliament the details

of the Act of Confederation, which is to perfect the contem])lated

Union, that such is be the upshot of the matter. No reasoii exists

for 8a]^posing tliat sucli a rei)ly will be given ; on the contrary,

the press of this country as a wliole, and almost without exception,

—

the great metropolitan organ leadin.g,—has ha<l nothing hut kind

words of encouragement for all engaged m bringing aViout Confedera-

tion, and of approval of the project itself. If, howevei', on the

contrary, and at this stage of progi'css, by severe exactions, captious

objections, o^ technical exceptions, a disposition should he manifested

to bluff off fhti delegates, to undeiTalue their mission, or to cripple

them by withholding such reasonable countenance or aid as may be

indispensal)le to work out the project, then, depend u])on it, at these

Imperial gates no messengers from British America will ever ix'turn to

knock. Then indeed in every state of the American Union, fi'om Miiine

to Mexico, there would be high holiday, and joy and rejoicing. Then,

the policy of abrogating the reciprocity treaty would be considered as


