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10 hod read it, an oion of theaa Socieliei, and formed an additional

id when hu turned! rcaaon fur thankfulneas that they had been railed

been printed in th cp, to meet the emergency of the times,

orlua the first, jui The Rev. Robert Ibvink, in seconding the
arch were coming I ,^4^^ Reaolulion, spoke to the following effect :-
had outlived thoa

I of Cromwell an '-l"* PRRaintNT,—The Reaolulion so ably sup-

ijtiived the days «
ported by the Reverend the Rector of thia Parish,

, of all the Georgt< implies a principle which was most appropriately

survived, under tli
>n^ forcibly b. ought out in tho conclusion of

ign Victoria, (Ion r°ur opening address. The principle to which

I eacred truths stii > have reference may be briefly enunciated

ible as it was in tli( thus—" Duty is ours—consequences are God's."—

enquiring sinner t
'I'hs Bible recognizes no lime-serving, no cautious,

I truth and the life, cunning, accommodating policy. It proclaims open

he hope of all th ivar agnmst every man, and every body of men,

Bible then, by it *ho would dare to shrink fromo commanded duty,

the moetini; tonighi >ecau8e of tho consequences. To attempt to trim

liciit result from on T mince this great principle, would be to impeach

The resolution af he rcctitudo of Divine authority, and to brand with

r hi9tory, have wt tubbornness or enthusiasm some of the most emi-

hankfulness, than a: lent of the sons of men, whose names are embaln
d in the annais of martyrdom, and out of wiiose

lood thia very Society and kindred Institutions

ave sprung. Permit me to glance for a moment
t the boariiii^s of this principle, before I proceed

apply it to our cause. When Abraham was
ommnndcd to offer up his son for a burnt-offering

n Mount Moriah, he might, in human estimation,

ave complained, and justly complained, of the

arshness, the cruelty, the enormity, and the incnn-

istency of the Divine mandate—a mandate as much
nol but feel the vaailpposed to the Divine character na it was revolt-

which stood likelhftfif to the feelings of humanity ; but the Patriarch

ad already learned this principle. He knew that

e God who gavo the command bad assumed the

sponsibility of the consequences, and when the

sue of the matter was known, tlic Patriarch raia-

an altar on Mount Aloriah, and inscribed it with

HOVAH JiREH, as a standing proof of the Divinity

this principle—" Duly ia ours-consequences are

of tho age, offordeiBod's." Daniel the Prophet conteste-l for this great

;er he had receivei "inciple, at the mercy of the lion in his den. The
ind of golden pro ree holy Hebrew youths gave a still more signal

3 City of San Fran- istimony to its Divinity, and most appropriately

e were processioni id they deane it, when ihey stood feurlessly before

IS erected, speechei le Babylonish tyrant, and exclaimed, *• Be it knOivii

is for? It was no nto thee, O King, that we cannot serve thy Gods,

iiscovered, but be Dr worship the golden image which thou hast set

ippreciated ; it wa >" Around these men were assembled thousands

iited into tho State frantic spectators —on one side the musician

sion of a little bam iih every variety of instrumental enchantment-

fellowship; it WB! I the other the ruthless executor of a sanguinary

e Chinese inhabil >d barbarous law— before them a burning fiery

these Bibles wen irnace, healeclgwiih seven times its usual intensity,

er God, we migh "hin them wae written by the finger ofthe living

le receivers. Tlie«( od, the commandment—" Thou ahalt not make
ad gone thither fo "to thee any graven image," &c., and thia man-

the true riches, tli 'to of heaven involved the principle before us, in

they went'for th >edit.nco to which the three Hebrew cnptives

und what " the oli «:«« enabled to " quenc': the violence of fire."—

old, yea, than mud ^^hen Annas, Caiphas, and John, and Alexander,

y and the honey '^ ' niany as wore of the kindred of the high
•riest were gathered together at Jerusalem, for the
urpcMQ of eUencing the two Aposilea of our Lord,
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Peter and John, and when tha decision of the high-
est Kccleifiaslical Court of tha Jcwa was aniuNinoo
ed in ihair hearing, they replied in the following
dauntless language, "Whether it be right in the
sight of God to hearken unto God more iiiun unio
you, judge ye ; for we cannot hut speak the thmgi
which wo have seen ond heard." In one of the ih'

stances now cited, wu find the commandm* nt of
God resisted by civil, and in the other by ecc!e8i>
astical interference. The mandate of a ruihlei«B

decpot, in the one case, and th» tiut of th<? higheiit

ecclesiastical authority in the other, forbids thd
maintenance of thia great principle ; but, in both
cases, its advocates recognize no authority, aiamp-
ed thoiifih it be ivith the unpress of royalty, and
sealed tnough it be uilh the ki^net of the Sunhe-:
drim, as paramount to the authority of God. 'J he
( .iiie principle is attested by the history of martyr*
dom in all nges. It was written in letters of blond
upon the sciilTold whereon perished many of ihe

noblest sons of Protestantism, in the days of Tudor
tyranny. It spoke from amid th*? lainvs ofSmith-
field, and its echoes are still vibrating in the enrs

of the faithful Protestants of Englund. It was as-

serted am<d tho buicherl^R of the Grass-Market,
and its tonea are pealing fresh in the ears of Scot-
land till this moment. It was engraven on the door
of the dungeon,and cinbloznnrd on the gibbet at the

revocation of the edict of Nantes, and it continued
to utter its voice in accents of Proipstaiu principle

amid the political turmoil of an liihdel Cabinet
with Robespierre at its head—amid the tumult of a
Revolutionary war under Napoleon Bonaparti, a^id

amid the lute hurricnno wnich stvrpt Louis PliiN

lippe from the throne of the Bourbons. 'J'he same
principle is in opirit embodied in our national Sia-

tute Book, and is part of our Protestant Consiiiu-

tion, for it is thb opposite of the principle that " the

end justifies the means," and for its maintennnce
and full development, one Dynasty has been cosli'

iered fi'om these realms to ntak(> room for another,

which, in the continued defence of niir naiioiial

Protestantism; shall ever maintain the principle

that " Prty is oors—consequences are God's."

Let „ apply this great inaiter principle to owr

own case, and it becomes the herald of our Bible

cause—the pioneer of this S-JCiety. It shf^ds a
flood of light on the future prof^pccta of the loftiiu-

tion on whoce behalf we are now ossembied ; it

inspires us with a prophetic hope; it nerves our

arms wiih dauntless courage, while it a8.<iure!i us

of tho most signal triumph. Let us act out thid

principle, und spread the Bible, irreept'ctivo of all

consequences. Is it a duly we owe to Gf>d and to

our fellow-men lo give them Ihe Bible? Settle

this question, and our course is clear. To some it

may eeorn preposterous— to eome absurd ; but " if

II principle be good, carry it through " So be it

with our cause ; apread (ha Biliie and leave the

conac^uonces with God. But it is injtid'ciouei, say

some ; inexpedient, say others ; useless, aay othr?ra

8till; and most prodigal, maintain not a few ; to

give the Bible to those wtio ecu hot, and will not,

and dare ooi read it ; a waste of means—an un-

necessary expenditure of money, to translate ai;d'

transmit the Bible to such persons. This was lh«

logic of Judi^a Iscariot, the traitor; when Ujuf

f|


