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You will at once gatlier that I hold ( iodliness, or prac-

tical Christianity, to be profitable for this life, as well as

for the life to come. For the developiiieiit spoken of is

in this life. Hut the protit is not always monetary profit.

Iiighteoiisness between man and man finds its only

sphere of operation in this world. Tiie idea that Chris-

tianity i,L,nioros this life, or weakens n'j,'ard for it, or makes

men carele.ss of the ol)lijfalions, duties, and responsibilities

connected witli it, is entirely fallacious.

The Christianity tau<j;ht by our Saviour and His Apos-

tles, <;ives every one who submits to it a licaltliy lK)dy, by

.sobriety and chastity ; a thnu<,ditf>d niiru!, liy occupyinj; it

will) great truths : a ])eaceful hojue, liy inculcating upon

children obedience, and upon parents kindness and wise

training. It nuikes the man who submits to it, an honest

servant or a considerate emj)loyer ; it enaliles a judicious

use to be made of this world's goods if they are obtained,

and develops a spirit of honourable patience if they are not.

And the last, for the good reason, tliat virtuous ])overty

and straitened circumstances are often the best di.scipline

for die life of man ; while riches may be the greatest

)jo.«3ible snare.

Christianity does not ]m>i)Ose to aliolisli all poverty

—

for it does not abolish widowhood, orphanhood, misfor-

tune, acciilent, or sudden death.

liut it will abolish all poverty that arises from drunk-

enness, idlene.ss, or vice. This, according to the testimony

of those who have investigated the sultject, is often three-

fourths of the whole, and is always a considerable portion

of it. And for the rest, it lays a solemn charge on the

rich to care for the poor; a charge which, on the whole,

and in all ages, they have fulfilled.

Christianity— if its principles were adopted by all
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