
PRIOR DOCUMENTS.
. SoftcHt (in New-Englatid) March
40, 1765. Funerali without mourn-

me, or the giving of Engiiih gloves,

i« become io fafluonable7 that there

has been but one burial for many
months paft in the old faihion way.

We are much indebted to thofe pa-

triots who firft fet this example of
frugality, by which this town only

has made a faving laft year of near

io,oool. fterling. Other towns and
provinces have copied the example,

and experience its utility. It is a
pleafure to behold what other favings

are made by laying afide a multitude

of fuperfluous arucles of Britiih ma-
nufaaures and Britiih produce.

At the fame time (March 10,

1764) the Houfe of Commons re-

folved, that it was proper to charge

certain ftamp duties in the colonies

and plantations.

This refolution was not this year

followed by any bill, being only to

be Jield out as an intention, for next

year. It was propofed, and agreed

to, in a thin Houfe, late at night,

aijid jult at the riiing, without any
debate.

The aflemblies of MaAachufetts-

Bay and New-York, were alarmed

at thi^ refolution. They came to

fome refolutions upon it; which,

with a petition from each, to the

Houfe of Commons, againft it, were

tranfmitted to the Board of Trade
in England. They were laid before

the Privy Council on the nth of
December, 1764. The Privy Coun-
cil advifed the King to lay them be-

fore Parliament. They were never

laid before Parliament—they were
fupprefled.

In the fpring of 1765, the Ame-
rican agents in London were in-

formed by adminiftration. That if

the colonies would propofe any
other mode of raifing the fum in-

tended to be raifcd by ftamp duties,

tkiw propofal would be accepted.

and the ftamp duty laid afide. (Set

ttirJ velumt o/Kememhnncer, page

253}. The agents faid they were
not authorized to give any anfwer,

but that they were ordered to op-
pofe the bill when it fliould b<5

brought into the Houfe, by petitions

queftioning the right claimed hy
parliament of taxing the colonies.

The bill laying a ftamp duty ia

America, pafted in March 1765.

The following was printed at the

time as part of the Debates on tlie

bill

:

Mr. Grenville, after fpeaking long;

in favour of the bill, concluded with
faying, '* Thefe children of our own
planting (fpeaking of the Ameri-
cans) nouriftied by our indulgence,

until they are grown to a good de-

gree of ftrength and opulence, anii

prote£led by our arms, will they
-grudge to contribute their mite to

relieve us from the heavy load of

national expence, which we lie un-
der ?•'

Colonel Barri replied, " ChiUren
planted byyour care ! No \ your op-
prefHon planted them in America ;

they fled from your tyranny, into

a then uncultivated land, where
they were cxpofed to almoft all the

hardfliips to which human nature are

liable, and among others, to the

favage cruelty of the enemy of the

country, a people the moft fubtle,

and I take upon me to fay, the raoft

truly terrible, of any peosle that

ever inhabited any part of God's
EARTH i and yet, a^uated by prin-

ciples of true Englifti liberty, thejr

met all thefe hardihips with pleafure,

compared with thofe they fufFered in

their own country, from the hands

of thofe that Ihould have been theit

friends.

" They nourijhed up hy yeur indul-

gence ? They grew by your neglect

of them : as foon as you began to

care about them, that care was ex-

ercifed

»;.
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