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any place in this ciiy of London, where scattered numbers of

these puWications are to be found ; and there, let him form his

own opinion *.

It would be well, there can be no doubt, for the American
people as a whole, if they loved the Real less, and the Ideal

somewhat more. It would be well, if there were greater

encouragement to lightness of heart and gaiety, and a wider

cultivation of what is beautiful, without being eminently and

directly useful. But here, I think the general remonstrance,

"we are a new country," which is so often advanced aa an

eMcusc for defects which are quite unjustifiable, as being, of

right, only tiie slow growth of an old one, may be very reason-

ably urged ; and I yet hope to hear of there being some other

national amusement in the United Slates, besides newspaper

politics.

They certainly arj not a humorous people, and their temper-

ament always impressed me as being of a duU and gloomy

character. In shrewdness of remark, and a certain cast-iron

quaintness, the Yankees, or people of New England, unques-

tionably take the lead ; as they do in most other evidences of

intelh'gence. But in travelling about, ' t of the large cities ; as

I have remarked in former parts of this volume ; I was quite

oppressed by the prevailing seriousness and melancholy air of

business : which was so general and unvarying, that at every

new town I came to, I seemed to meet the very same people

whom I had left behind me, at the last. Such defects as arc

pel ^eptible in the national manners, seem, to me, to be referable,

in a great degree, to this cause : which has generated a dull,

sullen persistance in coarse usaces, and rejected the graces of

life as undeserving of attention. There is no doubt that

"Washington, who was always most scrupulous and exact on

points of ceremony, perceived the tendency towards this mis-

take, even in his time ; and did his utmost to correct it.

(1) Or, let him refer to an able, and perfectly Iriilhful article, in The Foreign

Quarterly Review, published in the present month of October; to which my at-

tention has been attracted, since these sheets have been passing through Iho

press. He will find some specimens there, by no means remarkable to any man
who has been in America, but sufficiently strikint; to one who has not.


