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by Buch political motives iu some of his official acts, which letter

was published by the recipient without the knowledge of Minister

West, President Cleveland, deeming it a British insult, made
representations of the matter to the Bricish Government and

asked that West be recalled, and that Government advised Presi-

dent Cleveland to send him home. This the President did,

" without standing on the order of his going."

Before going farther, let me declare my opinion and most firm

belief that a war between this country and Great Britain is im-

possible, because England could not be well provoked by anything

that our sense of justice, our lionor as a nation, and the high

position we hold, would permit us to do, or allow to be done,

towards any nation.

Let us see what is England's condition as regards a war with

us. I admit she has a large and powerful navy on which she

relies to threaten us with the piratical warfare of bombarding our

cities, destroying our property, and murdering our women and

children. No other nation in the world threatens to carry on a

war in that way except against barbarians.

England knows that she could not land men on this continent

who could stay here seven days. She did manage in the War of

1812 to land a flying party near Baltimore, which marched to

Washington and destroyed our public ouildings.

During all the wars of Europe, even under Napoleon, wherein

quite all its capitals were occupied by invading armies, no such

act of vandalism was done, and as soon as the Engli in had done

it in our case the incendiaries fled to their ships. E\ en Moscow

was set on fire by the Russians themselves to prevent Hs falling

into the hands of Napoleon and affording him the additional pres-

tige that he would gain by occupying it as his winter quarters.

Great Britahi is not a warlike people. She never had more

than twenty-five thousand soldiers from her own islands between

the four seas on any battlefield, and those were at Waterloo,

while we had in our late war more than that number to starve or

die of wounds or sickness in a single prison. Does any one be-

lieve that England will ever forget that at the close of our war we

disbanded quite two millions of soldiers, and that half a million

of them are yet alive to take a hand in any war iu which the

honor of our country is assailed by Great Britain ? I have said,

and perhaps may be criticised for it, that she is not a warlike


