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scheme to get me into their possession. I had a different

opinion and no idea of his possessing such sentiments, as an
act of that kind would infallibly ruin him. Although we had
the greatest reason to expect a re-enforcement in less than three

days, that would at once put an end to the siege, I yet did not

think it prudent to agree to the proposals, and sent the follow-

ing answer :
—

"'Colonel Clark's compliments to Lieutenant-governor Ham-
ilton, and begs leave to inform him that he will not agree to

any terms other than Mr. Hamilton's surrendering himself and
garrison prisoners at discretion. If Mr. Hamilton is desirous

of a conference with Colonel Clark, he will meet him at the

church with Captain Helm.

'"(Signed) 0. R. C.

'"Febri'ary 24TH, 1779.'
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"We met at the church, about eighty yards from the fort.

Lieutenant-governor Hamilton, Major Hay, superintendent
of Indian affairs, Captain Helm, their prisoner. Major Bowman,
and myself. The conference began. Hamilton produced terms
of capitulation, signed, that contained various articles, one (jf

which was that the garrison should be surrendered on their

being permitted to go to Pensacola on parole. After deliber-

ating on every article, I rejected the whole. He then wished
that I would make some proposition. I told him that I had
no other to make than what I had already made,— that of his

surrendering as prisoners at discretion. I said that his troops

had behaved with spirit ; that they could not suppose that they

would be worse treated in consequence of it ; that, if he chose

to comply with the demand, though hard, perhaps the sooner
the better ; that it was in vain to make any proposition to me

:

that he, by this time, must be sensible that the garrison

would fall; that both of us must [view?] all blood spilt for

the future by the garrison as murder ; that my troops were
already impatient, and called aloud for permission to tear down
and storm the fort. If such a step was taken, many, of course,

would be cut down ; and the result of an enraged body of

woodsmen breaking in must be obvious to him. It would be
out of the power of an American officer to save a single man.
Various altercation took place for a considerable time. Cap-
•tain Helm attempted to moderate our fixed determination.

I told him he was a British prisoner ; and it was doubtful


