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expenditure. It is always easier to tind fault with olheis than

to <lo hetter ourselves, and tlu' diliieiilty connected witii carrying

on our ^ystem olTrovernnicnt should not he overlooked in judg-

ing of how matters arc carrieii on either as to the collection of

revenue or its oxpeiiditure.

It is no new thing for mc to urge the ahsolute necessity of

retrenchment and economy in oui- expenditure so as not to ex-

ceed our ordinary annual revenue, or to urge the propriety of

collecting closely in order to increase our receipts. The ditficulty

however, arises in carrying into every day ju-actical operation

these important ohligalions. While hundreds of thousands ot

peo[)le practically ignore their ohiigation to pay government

claims, and hoM hack from payment, and furthermore ai'c clam-

erous for money for thousan<ls of dittcrent ohjects which they

consider legitimate and nece^saiy from the Government, it is

hardly possihle for a (lovernmijut to do as they would and satisfy

the people of the country.

Our entire system of government may be said to hinge upon

our financial condition, with that in gootl shape—with sutficient

revenue to moot the demands of the public sei"vicc—to meet, say,

the administration of Justice, our educational institutions, sup-

ei'ior, common and benevolent, sufficient to meet demands for

agricidtural and colonization purposes, to permit of assistance

to railway conslriiction in various parts of the Province, to meet

the expenses of legislation and of the civil service. With all

these provided foi' as resjtocts money, everything then would

work smootlily and satisfactorily. Such a state of things is highly

desirable and worthy of every etfort from all of us to accomplish.

This state of things does not exist at present, and the problem

to be solved is to conduct the public business of the country

with efficiency and at the same time economically ; to collect

what is due the Crown without unduly pressing upon tho

debtors, and also to limit the expenditure for necessary objects

without impaii'ing the proper working of our institutions.

Here is where the difficulties come in. These things are easier

to talk about than to carry out, but it is necessary to allude to

them from time to time so that all may see our position and feel


