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funi,'lit, rc'L^'.'irdlcjKs of daiiifcr and wiih a hero's

coiir.iifo.

No loss l)ravc wcro tho French troops. Tliey

attacked tho Uritish army aijain and a_<,'ain witli fiorei;

ardour, only to bi; beaten ba<k by tho volleys of the

Jiritish imisketry, tho lire of tlio Ih'itisli cannon.

Tinio after time tho French cavalry, who iiad \v(»n

_i;l<»ry in a hiuidred lii,dit,s, charj^'ed with f>ny njMin

the IJritish S((uares, but ai^'ain and aj^'ain tliey wt-ro

sliattered aj.(aiust tlio inipcnctrablo ranks ot' tla^

British infantry. At leni^th, Napoleon, with a last

desperate etlbrt, ordered a linal attack to be made
by the wliole of his Old (Juard, the tl(jwer »tf his

army. With j^dorioiis and patlieti(3 coin'ai,'<' these

brave veterans tried to turn the tid<> of battle, but

tiicy t(»o were at last sliattered and driven back in

liopelcss retreat. Then Wellington, seiiiii,' that tho

moment of victory was at liand, ordered an advances

of the whole army. The Jiritish cavalr\' swept down
u{)on the disordered nias.ses of the retreatins.,' French

arm}-, whik' the Jh'ili.sh infantry drove them back at

the bayonet point. At this point Marshal Bliicher

came upon tho scen<^ with his Prussians, and

turned tho French retreat into an utter and over-

whelming defeat. Napoleon himself escaped, but

was afterwards caj^tured and imprisoned in the

island of St. Helena, whei'o ho ended his wonder-

ful career. Peace was restored to Furope, never to

be disturbed again by this aml)ilious soldier, and

Fngland has never sin(;o been in danger of a

foreign in\asi<)n.

The Duke of Wellington had done his great work

as a general, and the rest of his life was spent in

m^-?^>^:- .^ •Vki


