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strii.'iioii tabl". I (TKiuii'i'd about tlip nalurt- i>f t'l.'

(•(iiist.-uclii.ii woik. "W'l' ii«t' il
' said th« Principal.

'ii!- :i rewanl tor good work in the book subjects.

Ai'illiinc'ic is dead and dr; . Pupils must liave jmi

iiiccntivp to maslcr it. We luakt' tho privileges (>i

llif ( on.struclion table tlie incentive." 'Wbat do tbey

piake at this table .'"
I asked. 'Wlialever their fan-

cy dictates,' be leplicd. Heing a little curious, bow-
"vei-. to know 'mw il all came out. I waited .uitil I

saw ;' child slai ' to work on a basket, work at it a

few miTiules. tli.Mi take up somelbing else. c(jntinue

a liltb lime, go I'ack to the basket, and tinally throw
both down for a third ob.ject of self-realization.

•How then.' I a.sked. 'do you get the beautiful re-

sults that you e.^:hibit ?' 'For thoie,' he replied, 'we

just keep the pui)ils working on one thing until iV

i- (iuisbed.' "r.ut." I objected, 'is that consistent

will the doctruie of siiontaneity ?' His answer was
\i)-{ in llie din ot a change of groui)s. and I did nd,

t'olhnv Ibe invesligat ion furlhei'

•'.\oon dismissal being iu)w due. i went into the
(• rr'dor. Line- are foi'bidden in that school. At

the stroke of ibe bell. Ibe classroom doors burst

•per and bedlaiu was let loose. Anticipating what
was coming. I hurriedly betook myself to an alcove,

where I s.iw nu've spcuilaneily in two minutes than
I bad ev.';- seen before in my life. One group
s'on])cd in froni uf my alc-'ve. ami showed com
n>ei"iable curiosily aboiil the visitor in their mids'.

.\fter exhausting bis static |)nssibilitii's. they tempt-
(mI him to dynamic re-action by making faces; but
this proving lo be of no avail, they went on their

way. \u the hope. doul)tless. of reali/.ina themselves
elsewlici'e.

"Herore leaving that scduxd F titok occasion to

enquire concerning the eti'ect of such i system upon
Ihe leachers. I led up lo il by asking the PiMncipal

if there wei'c any nervous or anaemic idiildren in his

sclioid. ".Not one.' Ire i'e|dieil enl husiasticaily. 'ou''

system idiniinates Ihem." "How about the teaidi-

ers •.'"
1 ventuied lo remark, having in miml the

image of a distracted young woman whom 1 had
seen attempting In reduce foi-ty lilHe rullians lo

some semblance (d' law and order Ihrougb nior;M

suasion. If I ,judg"d conditions cdrreclly. thai

wiwuan was on (be verge of a nervous c(dlapse. .My

guide became conlidenlial when I nuide this enquiry.
•To jell Ibe truth," be wbisperi'd. "ibc system is

mighty bard on liie women'."
Wlial has been said in this address is not sa'd

lor Ihe liurpose of deciying the educational policy

of those who today insist that sidioid work should
be made as simple ami attractive as fiossible. Whal
I do seek In counleraci is the in.sidiievous ideas oi'

lliose will) loidv al mailers from ttlie idlier side, and


