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the tip o! an clephiants trunk,
whichi picks Up the debris !rom the
floor of the deep. )3 y imans of
thlis instrunment thicy found thiat the
Ocean's floor xvas carpeted wvitli the
softest of inaterials. On close in-
spection thiey found it to be coux-
1)ascd, not of dlay or miud, but o!
sca,-shlelis, discoverable on1l' by the
aid of thc microscope. ht w-as a
veritable cemectery o! corallines,
tliat agre after age lIad fallen,
fallen, fallen ta the soft bcd o! the
ocean. The !act thiat they werc
unbroken n'as proof positive thiat
the occan currents dîd niot reachi to
those fatlioniless cleptlis. On that
soft couchi could rest, undisturbed
and far fromn harm, the gYreat nerve
that %vas ta join two w'orlds, "ývhiis-
Periîig th xoughlts o! successive
g<encrations o! mcen tili the sea
should grive up its deaci."

No'arase the question o! a per-
fect insulator. Onily a few vyears
l)efore thiere hiad been fotuud in the
forests o! the Malayan, Archiipeltoo
a substance tili thien unknown, and
whichi answvcred the ien' demand.
Sao Nature, lu gutta-percha, added
lier quota to the list. by griving the
eue tlingi necdful ta insulate fihe
electrie xvîre.

()ne day, Mr. Field and MAr.
DIrunel, builder of thie Great
Eastern, were iii conversation.
Mr. Brunel, pointingf ta the liig(e
lîîîlk rising before ý tlien, said
' Thcre isithe slîip to Iay thie At-
laific cable," littie tiiuig thiat
[cii vears a fterward the Great
Lasicrn would bc the ship fromn
whic-h the cable would bc succ'ýss-
fullv Laid. Thie last tinie the writcr
st1w this hiugie leviathian, b$ie was
]vin<, autside thie docks at Liver-
Placl. and shie -%vas inforîncd thiat
the great slîip 'vas being rentedl for
purpases o! dancing parties and
asseîîîblies. Sa arýe the iniglity

Tite Britisli Governmient wvas
v'd'v liberal in its dealings %ith thxe

CCua~,and it ias liopcd aiid 'cx-

pected that filc Arnerican authori-
tics wauld prove equally liberal, but
nmuchi to the chagrrin of -Mr. Field
and the conipany, the passage of
the Telegraphi 1'il throughi Con-
-ress mnet xvitlî great opposition.
Soine scmcd to think tlîat a cable
betwecn the two countries meant,
as oîîe man put il, thiat '" England
wvas literallv crawlinxg under the
scas ta gain some advantage over
the Lniitcd States."

Beforc the cable wvas complete,
it becanic entangled ini nxany a
kink and knot, but none thiat
scenmcd sa crookeci and perverse
as the one in which it Nvas twisted
bv the hiands of the politicians.
]?inahlv, hiowever, the Bill was
passcd by the mnajoritv of oue, and
wvas sigyned and thcereby made Iamw
1w- President Pierce the day before
lie gave upi the keys of the White
[-buse. Thus fortificci. and withi
cap)ital raise(l in New York and
Lonadon, andl withi the navy of
Great l3ritain and of the United
States at his cornmand, for- thie
Amierican Goverîxuxent made up iii
after days for its earlv ungrracious-
ncess, Cyrus W. FieldA started out
to bring, bis great enterprisc to an
end, to liîîk togethier the two coun-
tries in an iron band o! peace.

The Amierican ship Niagrara,
withi the Susquehianna as consort,
crossed to join thec Agamemnnon
and Gorgon. for the carryinig of
the cable. The desired combina-
tion o! strengthi and flexibilitv
liaving beeni obtained. the cable
was; ordered. and coiled ou the
g<oaci shiips Niagara aud Agaîniem-
n10n.

The word o! comiid wvas
giveni. As thie represeuitative boats
a! the two gyreat nations ap-
proachied, the EngIish alrsbroke
out in rinigingr ch cers, whiichi wc
takzen up and lustily rc-echioed by
thieir cousins o! thie Amnerican
ships, as thecv sailed side bv sicde
on thleir errand o! love and peace.

At Queenstown the electricians

145Field and- the AtIantir Câble.


