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thic state of tie P>rovinice ivas nlot dieu yct ripe for the by Loin.' subîîîitted fur lifeé or liiiîb te the judgîîîent of bis
establishmnent cf an As.icinbly. tradesmian, thon if lic ivcre put to tue qucstionîatid torturcd

These wcre nlot the oiily petitions witlî whi.-h th i Eri by the king's; autlîority.
of Dartmnouth was nt this tine troublcd. The Fraîico he Quebec Act (14 Cico. 111. cap. 83) Nvas rassed to
Canadians, wliile cxprcssiîîg evcry confidence iii the ]iritishi illake imore effectuaI provision for the governmcent of the
gomern nt, pctitioned for a restoration of tieir aucient province of Quebec. It rccited the proclamation of I 763,
laws, privileges, and customs. Thcy petitioîîcd aiso tu bu, and extendcd tic Iimits of the Province. It also reited
adinitted te a share o? the civil and nîilitary cniploynients tlîat the pro% isions madle Ly the proclamation in respcct of
in tic gift of thc governitent, freont which it :îppcars tlîcy die civil governînenit of Uic province, and tic nowcrs given
were cxcludccl. Tlîey petitioned furt.lier for ant extensioni to the governors and other civil oflicers, lîad Lccîî fouîîd
of territory, to include "1ail tic upper countries knoivn 1upon expcricîîce to Le inapplicable to the circuinstances of
under the naines of Mielîilimiackinac, Detroit, and ouîer jthe country. It cnactcd that tlie proclamiation aîîd coin-
adjacent places, as far as the river M'ississippi," and for a miissions under which the governuiient was tiien adnîinis-
re-annexation o? the eeast of Labrador, whlich forincrly tcrcd, and ail ordinances mîade by the governor aîîd council
belon-ed to the Province, relative to the civil governîncnt and admîinistration o?

The dcsire for an extension of tcrritory arose out of a jubtice, and ail cotnîissions te judgcs and otiier officers.
desire to iîîîprovc the fur trade in the West and the flc-should be revokcd, annullcd nnd made void, front aîîd after
ries in the East. The petitions wcre signcd ehiefly by thc lst May, 1765. It aIsoecnactcd that Lis Nlztjesty's Cnna-
noblesse and otlier landed proprietors of the Province. diaîî sîîbjccts iiiglit lîold and enjoy tlîcir property aîîd

So far as caîî be ascertainced, none of tlîesc last petitions possessions, ivith aIl custoius and usages relative thercto,
rcecived iiiîîuediate attention front the hoente authoritics; aiid ail otlier their civil riglits, in as large, anmple and belle-
but tie reports of the erown law officers on the state of tie ficial a îîîaaîcr, as if tie proclamîation, commiiissionis, ordi-
laws and proposcd chîanges wvere more furtuîîate. natices and othcr acts aîîd instrumnîts hiad liot been iî'de;

The result of the reports illade by the Blritish and Colo. aîîd that in aIl îiattcrs of eontroversy relative to property
niai crown officers was tiiot the îEnglislî mîinistry iltro- and civil riglîts, rcsort slîould Le liad to the laws of Canada
duccd, and, notwithstandiîig strong opposition oîid inuch -the old Frenchi law-ior the decision of* the saine ; and
escitenient liere and at honte, passcd the Qucbee Act. (14 that ail causes tliereaftcr to be institutcd iii any of the
Oco. III. cap. 83.) The tlîrce chic? poinîts ý)f objection jcourts of' justice to Le appointed ivitlîiii and for the said
wvcre the recogniition otf the Frenchela w in civil colses-thle provinice, sieuld with respect to sucli prolîeity anîd riglits
waiît of a represemitative asscîibly-aiîd the abolition or Le detcriiicd agrceably tu the lawvs aîîd custoiiis o! Caiîada,
trial by jury. Witlîout doubt, if* nliî were to hlave unlcss varied by ordiîîaîces o!' the Goveriner <.jeticral aîîd
consulteil lier own Leliests, irrespeetive of' locality, îlot une Couniiil, to Le appoiîitcd as thlîeein îîrovidcd.
of tie tlîree points would hlave existed. t It autherizcd tic owîîcr of' any lanmds, goc,ds or mrilite

The first was a conicessionî to the Franico Canadians, lin the province, liaviîig a riglît, to alictiate t4e sale in his
formîing as tlîey did a iiîîajority of the iîîliabitatits; of' the Ilife tinte, Ly deed of sale, gift, or ùtlierwisce; te devise or
Province, inade witli .1 view te recolieile Uîcîîî to thîcir îîew becatlî le saîine :t lus dc:îtlî, ly ]lus last will anmd testa-
rulers aîîd to disturb as littie as pos.,ible laîîdcd titieb and mient, such mvill Luiiig executed citîjer aceeordingî te tlielaws
otiier niear anid dear ititere.sîs. Sottie writcrs hiave coni- of Ca'nada or aceording tu the forins prc'scribed ly the laws
teîîded tliat as prepcrty vras bccuî'ed to Uic iuîliatbitaîîts, of! of Eîîglaiîî. It retited tîlat the eertaîinty anid lcîîity cf tlî
Canada at the tilîje ot' the tonqucst, tlic laws dcfliiîg,, criniîîial lawv of Eîîulamîd, and the Lemîcfits aîîd advauîtages
ereating anîd iodi1ig it, were al.'o retiied : ut tlîe posi- resultiîîg froîn the u:!e o!' it, lîad heccii çeîsibly felt by tic
tien lias becîî nîuch disputed. ixîliabitauîts froint au experieuîce of mubre tlîaî rime yeurs,

Thue second, w'as the result o? a diead tliere existcd of durinîwh~liclî it was uniforîîuly admiinistcred ; in! cîîucted
conflding legiblative power to a peuple, recently conqucrcd,> tiiot the saine slîould continue to Le admîinistercd, and
of stroîîg predileetions for tilcir formîer nationality, arîd sliould Le observcd as law in Uic province, as weil in tlie
coiiscquent dissatisfactiou witli British ilist itutions. If this description and quality of the offence as iii the iacthod of
wcre the real cause, aiid it is said to have heeui, it is a prosecutieli and triai and the punislinicnts auîd forfeitures
cause of sel f- congratulation that it tue longer cxists. thcreby iîîflictcd, to the exclusion o? every chier rule of

The tlîird, mis a concession mîade fron motives sitailar criminal law or mîode of procecding tlîeîeon wvhicli prevailed
to thet flrst; for it was said that a Franco Cauadian gentle- in the province before 1704, subject to amnuduients or
mon would thirîk hiiself degradcd and muore hnîrdly judged 1alterations by the Governor and Council.
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