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“ Do not these remarks of yours, General, apply 
with even more force to the troops of the great 
self-governing Dominions who from so far have 
come to sustain with their lives the fortunes of the 
Allies upon soil so remote?”

His reply stated so clearly and with such insight 
the view on which I desire to insist that I venture 
to reproduce it. “ Nothing,” he said, “ in the his­
tory of the world has ever been known quite like 
it. My countrymen are fighting within fifty miles 
of Paris to push back and chastise the vile and 
leprous race which has violated the chastity of our 
beautiful France. But the Australians at the Dar­
danelles and the Canadians at Ypres fought with 
supreme and absolute devotion for what to many 
of them must have seemed simple abstractions, and 
that nation which will support for an abstraction the 
horror of this war of all wars, will ever hold the 
highest place in the records of human valour.”

I recall this conversation because it illustrates 
my point.

In a sense it is true that the majority of Aus­
tralian and Canadian soldiers understand generally 
that they are fighting for the existence of the Empire, 
and in particular for the independence of that part 
of the Empire to which each respectively belongs ; 
but the conclusion can only be a general one, the 
outcome rather of intuition than of exact knowledge. 
Australia is far, far remote from European quarrels. 
Canada has no neighbour but the United States. 
The shearer from Australia and the lumberman 
from Canada have come to help the Empire; but 
they would, I suspect, rather fight for six months 
than spend six minutes in attempting a lucid ex-


