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No farther discovery in this direction was made for

the next fifteen years. Though the French had

explored tlie Missouri as far as the site of Fort CLark

and the Mandan villao-ps, they were possessed by the

idea— due, perhaps, to Indian re[)orts concerning the

great trilaitary river, the YeUowstone — that in its

upper course the main stream l)ent so far soutliward

as to form a waterway to New Mexico, with which it

was the constant desire of the autliorities of Louisiana

to open trade. A way thither was at hist made

known l)y two brotliers named MaUet, who with six

companions went up the Phitte to its South Fork,

which they called River of the Padoucas, — a name

given it on some maps down to the middle of this

century. They followed the South Fork for some

distance, and then, turning southward and southwest-

ward, crossed the plains of Colorado. Here the dried

dung of the buffalo was their only fuel ; and it has

continued to feed the camp-lire of the traveller in

this treeless region within the memory of many now
living. They crossed the upper Arkansas, and

apparently tlie Cimarron, passed Taos, and on the

twenty-second of July reached Santa F'd, where they

spent the winter. On the first of IMay, 1740, they

began their return journey, three of them crossing the

plains to the Pawnee villages, and the rest descending

the Arkansas to the Mississippi.^

* Jnrirnal du Viii/a;je dcs Frires MaUet, pr€sent€ a MM. de Bienville

et Sa/mon. This narrative is meaj^rc and confused, but serves to

establish the main points. Copic du drtijicat donne a Santa Fi' aux 'I


