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PREFACE.
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,0 one subject is of more 'npoitance to people

generally than a knowledge of the rules, usages

and ceremonies of good society, which are

commonly expressed by the word " Etiquette."

1^
yij Its necessity is felt wherever men and women

i"-^^ associate together, whether in the city, village

or country town, at home or abroad. To ac-

ivS^ quire a thorough knowledge of these matters,

and to put that knowledge into practice with perfect ease and

self-eomplaeency, is what people call good breeding. To dis-

play an ignorance of them, is to subject the offender to the

opprobrium of being ill-bred.

In the compilation of this work, the object has been to

present the usages and rules which govern the most refined

American society, and to impart that information which will

enable any one, in whatever circumstances of life, to acquire

the perfect ease of a gentleman, or the gentle manners and

giuceful deportment of a well-bred lady, whose presence will

be sought for, and who, by their graceful deportment will learn

the art of being at home in any good society.

The work is so arranged, that every subject is conveniently

classified and subdivided ; it is thus an easy matter to refer at

once to any given subject. It has been the aim of the com-


