
ADVERTISEMENT.

The keen peddler comes sharply forward from a 
background of Provincial shiftlessness and dullness, 
and it is a mark of the geniality of the book that, 
although it seems to have had its origin in a desire 
on the part of its author to goad the Provinces into 
energy and alertness, the local questions and politics 
discussed give a flavor to the narrative without lim
iting the reader’s interest One does not need to be 
deeply concerned in Nova Scotia prosperity, nor 
versed in the turnings of petty politics, to take a 
lively pleasure in the sharp thrusts which the author, 
under shield of the Clockmaker’s wit, gives at stu
pidity and narrowness. The two sides of thè ques- 
tion involved are as little a matter of concern to the 
general reader as the opposing factions of York 
and Lancaster.

No doubt the marked contrast between the neigh
boring people of Nova Scotia and New England was 
quickly discerned by so good an observer as the 
author proved himself to be, while his national and 
partisan judgments made his characterization of the 
Yankee to be a double-edged sword, that cut with 
equal keenness the Colonist ahd ^the Democrat. 
While he has no liking for the United States polit
ically, he is very glad to make their enterprise and 
industry put to shame the slow wits of his country-


