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began to repair, embellish, and improve it. The grand mosqne,
the greatest and most ma<;nificent in Spain, was now converted
into a holy Catholic church. The bishops and other clcrjiy

walked round it In solemn procession, sprinkling holy water
in every nook and corner, and performing all otlior rites and
ceremonies necessary to purify and sanctify it. They erected

an altar in it, also, in honor of the ^'irgin, and chanted masses
with great fervor and unction. In this way they consecrated

it to the true faith, and made it the cathedral of the city.

In this mosque were found the bells of the church of San
lago in Gallicia, which the Alhagib Almanzor, in the year of

our Redemption nine hundred and seventy-live, had brought

off in triumph and placed here, turned with their mouths up-

ward to serve as lamps, and remain shining mementos of his

victory. King Fernando ordered that these bells should be re-

stored to the church of San lago ; and as Christians had been

obliged to bring those bells hither on their shoulders, so in-

fidels were compelled in like manner to carry them back.

Great was the popular triumph when these bells had their

tongues restored to them, and were once more enabled to fill

the air with their holy clangor.

Having ordered all things for the security and welfare of

the city, the king placed it under the government of Don
Tello Alonzo de Meneses ; he ai)polnted Don Alvar Perez de

Castro, also, general of the frontier, having his stronghold in

the castle of the rock of Martos. The king then returned,

covered with glory, to Toledo.

The fame of the recovery of the renowned city of Cordova,

which for ^ive hundred and twenty-two years had been in the

power of the infidels, soon spread throughout the kingdom,
and people came crowding from every part to inliubit it. The
gates which Intely had been thron^^ed with steel-clad warriors

were now besieged by peaceful wayfarers of all kinds, con-

ducting trains of mules laden with their effects and all tlieir

household wealth ; and so great was the throng tliat in a lit'Je

while there were not houses sullicient to receive them.

King Fernando, having restored the bells to San Iag(j, had

others suspended in the tower of the mostpic, whence tlie

mue//in had been accustomed to call the jMoslcins (o their

worship. *' When the pilgrims," says Fray Antonio Agapiiia,

" who repaired to Cordova, heard the holy sound of tliesi;

bells chiming from the tower of the cathedral, their lii-aits

leaped for joy, and they invoked blessings on the head of the

pious King Fernando."


