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stitious respect which the Indians entertain for every

form of insanity.

While the alarming incidents just mentioned were

occurring at Fort Pitt, the garrison of Fort Ligonier

received yet more uneqiiivocal tokens of hostility;

for one morning a volley of bullets was sent among

them, with no other effect, however, than killing a

few horses. In the vicinity of Fort Bedford, several

men were killed; on Avhich the inhabitants were

mrstered and organized, and the garrison kept con-

stantly on the alert. A few of the best woodsmen

were formed into a company, dressed and painted

like Indians. A party of the enemy suddenly

appeared, whooping and brandishing their tomahawks,

at the skirts of the forest; on which these counterfeit

savages dashed upon them at full gallop, routing

them in an instant, and driving them far through the

woods. ^

At Fort Pitt every preparation was made for an

attack. The houses and cabins outside the rampart

were levelled to the ground, and every morning, at

an hour before dawn, the drum beat, and the troops

were ordered to their alarm posts. ^ The garrison

1 Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 1799. I shall frequently refer to

the columns of this journal, which are filled with letters, and ex-

tracts from letters, written at different parts of the frontier, and

containing very minute and authentic details of the events which

daily occurred.

2 Extract from a Letter— For/ Pitt, June 16, 1763 {Penn. Gaz.,

No. 1801).

" We have Alarms from, and Skirmishes with, the Indians every

Day ; but they have done us little Harm as yet. Yesterday I was


