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ag-ainst, than was the aristocracy of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen>
tunes. Thus was the third social period inaug-urated, wliere wealth
became the god, before which the worid trembled, and the servile crooked
the knee. This is the period, the influence of which has spread here to
America, and may ri<,'-htly be called the "Century of the Almig-hty Dollar."

" There is an instinctive sense that tiie whole constitution of projjerty, on its pres-
ent tenures, is injurious, and its influence on persons deteriorating- and degrading ; that
truly, the only interest for the consideration of the Slate, is persons,—that the hig-hest
end of government is the culture of men," Emerson.


