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Indeed, during the past year the Reform Party has been 
effective in setting the national agenda. I ask, why is the 
government focusing constantly on deficit reduction, criminal 
justice and immigration? It is because Reform members have 
brought these issues to the forefront time and time again. 
Because of this debate Canadians are aware of the ineffective 
status quo system and are demanding changes.

On closer scrutiny, these well informed Canadians will soon 
realize that these cosmetic changes have not changed the system 
fundamentally. The Reform Party would be delighted to see its 
policies being implemented. But please take the entire package, 
not just the label.

The Liberals cannot claim to have taken over Reform’s turf. 
In fact this is no more than astro turf, a poor substitute for the 
real thing.

[English]

LEAD

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport): Mr. Speaker, it is a well 
known fact that lead is dangerous to human health because it is a 
poisonous substance. We have made some progress by eliminat
ing lead from gasoline and paints but many other uses of lead 
continue, thus causing a threat to human health.

In Canada lead is spread into the environment when a hunter 
shoots or an angler loses a fishing weight. When ingested by 
wildlife, lead is the cause of a slow and agonizing death. In the 
United States the use of lead shot for waterfowl was banned in 
1991. In Denmark and in the Netherlands the government 
banned lead in shots for all game and fishing weights.

In Canada we have a long way to go in ensuring that lead does 
not enter the environment as in the case of imported children’s 
crayons which will be the subject of another intervention soon. FUNDY REGION

Mr. Harold Culbert (Carleton—Charlotte): Mr. Speaker, 
the Fundy region of my Carleton—Charlotte constituency en
dured great hardship in recent weeks. Not only was the wharf 
located at St. Andrews, New Brunswick devastated by fire on 
August 31, but the Labour Day weekend brought great winds and 
waves, destroying numerous herring weirs along the Fundy 
coast. Both of these tragedies will have disastrous effects on the 
economy of the region.

The town of St. Andrews depends greatly on the tourism 
industry, the traditional fishery and aquaculture industry. Need
less to say the loss of the wharf will damage these industries to a 
great degree.

Likewise, the weir fishermen along the Fundy coast rely on 
their weirs to maintain the flow of herring to processors. The 
destruction of these weirs will shorten their season, throwing 
many out of work and bringing tremendous reconstruction costs 
to the weir owner-operators.

I am optimistic that several departments, both federal and 
provincial, will pool their resources to help the people who 
suffer from these natural tragedies.

[Translation]

QUEBEC ELECTIONS

Mr. François Langlois (Bellechasse): Mr. Speaker, on Sep
tember 12 Quebecers elected 77 members of the sovereignist 
party to the Quebec National Assembly. The new government 
has therefore received the mandate to prepare a referendum on 
the sovereignty of Quebec. I would like to congratulate the 
leader of the Parti Québécois, Mr. Jacques Parizeau, the elected 
members of his party and the others, as well as all the good 
candidates who failed in their bid to be elected. All have 
expressed their desire and willingness to serve Quebec. Whatev
er the Prime Minister may think, it is clear that Quebecers are 
not satisfied with this wonderful country that Canada is sup
posed to be.
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Determined and persistent, they know that they are a distinct 
people and a distinct society. Quebecers demand full control of 
their social, cultural, political and economic development. With 
the coming referendum, Quebecers will finally have the oppor
tunity to choose between the status quo and sovereignty.

PROVINCIAL DEBT
Mr. Alex Shepherd (Durham): Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

draw the attention of the House to a once great nation that is 
slowly dying in a sea of words, warring factions not unlike two 
great elk locked in mortal combat. When finished both are too 
spent to ward off the ever present wolves. The wolves are the 
growing jaws of debt, money borrowed not to support invest
ment but rather to support unearned lifestyles.

I would like to talk about strictly provincial debt, nothing to 
do with the federal government. The highest is in Quebec where 
they owe $9,498 for every man, woman and child. Over 40 per 
cent of this is owed to foreigners. Other provinces are not far 
behind.

[English]

REFORM PARTY

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River): Mr. Speaker, so the 
government is taking over Reform’s turf, at least according to 
Rosemary Speirs of the Toronto Star. I would like to take this 
opportunity to challenge the Liberals on this mock takeover of 
our turf.


