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They claimed that if the disease existed
in the state of Maine, that state ought not
to Ibe allowed to disseminate it throughout
the rest of the United States. They have
been making another move. 1 find in this
morning's Citizen the follo-wing despatch
from Washington:

Washington, April 28.-Federal quarantine
against Maine potatoes, effective August 1,
next, lias been declared by the Department of
Agriculture, lt was announced to-day, because
of the prevalence of powdery scab. Àfter Âug-
ust 1, no common or Irish potatoes can lie
ahipped out of Maine except under regulations
of the Department of Agriculture.

That ought to convince even sucli a
skeptical gentleman as my hon. friend
from Muskoka (Mr. Wrighit) that thesýe
people in the United States at least have
somne belief in the course of action wliich
they are taking, and that it is not ail for
the purpose of being unfrîendly to the
potato growers of the Dominion of Canada.
It is s0 easy for a man to twist the tai
of the lion when he goes around-the lodges
in some of the back country districts that,
when he cornes to the House of Gommons,
he forgets that lie is not on his native
heath; lie forgets that in the Parliament
of Canada his arguments do not aitogether
fit in with conditions. 1 think that-is the
case with my hon. frîend from Muskoka.
He believes that every man in the United
States is born with hoofs and horns, and
that lis sole object in life is to be un-
friendly to' the Britishi Empire. We do not
believe that; I do flot believe it for a
moment. in my judgment, the people of
the United States are the shrewdest,
brightest commercial people i the world;
I give- them credit for being the greatest
successes in the commercial enterprises of
the world, and I am willing ta admit that
they are probably as selfiali a class of
people as will be found anywhere. 1 do
not want to paint the picture whiter or
blacker than it ouglit to be. They are
shrewd, enterprising people; they are look-

ing to the interest of the American people
every time,' and they will neyer allow

themselves ta come second, if possible. I,
think I have correctly protrayed the con-
dition of affairs that existed at that time.
I see only one ray of hope in this
whole question, which is that evidently the
United States Departmrent of Agriculture
does not intend absolutely to prohibit
the export of potatoes from the state of
Maine into the rest of the United States,
if we believe this despatdh to be correct,

because they cannot be shipped except
under certain regulations of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I want to know why
our Minister of Agriculture cannot take
advantage of that olive brandli, and se.e
if lie can not in some way have those regu-
lations applied to Canada. I do not believe
there is any disease i the potatoes from
Prince Edward Island. Do not be afraid
.to approacli the 'United States Govern-
ment; they will not bite, nor kick, nor do
anything like that. They may not give
you the best end of the trade; but I think
we have long since fought out ail this
nonsense about the 'two fiags,' ' under
whicli flag,' and ail that sort of rubbish.
Let us get down to business. The people
of tlie United States have shown that they
are not hall as bad as my hon. friend f rom
Muskoka thinks they are. They have taken
tlie duty off our cattie, our hogs, our sheep,
our lambs; they have cut in half the duty
on our hay, and they have iredq.iced the
duty on our barley. They say: The moment
you take the duty off your wlieat, we will
take it off ours, and they- say the same
thing with regard to potatoes. They have
held out the olive brandi to us i a greater
degree than lias ever happened before in
the snemory of any hon. member. They
want to trade witli us. I admit tliat the
people of the state of Maine do not want
ta trade witli us in sa fax, as potatoee are
concerned; but I believe tliat the Presi-
dent, the Government and the great
majori ty of the people of the United States
want to trade witli us in so f ar as potatoes
are concerned. I believe, liowever, that
they have an honest intention of trying to
prevent the spreading of disease througli-
out their country. If they believe tliat this
disease exists, liow can we find iault with
tliem for trying to prevent it from spread-
ing? Believing that the people of the
United States want to trade with us, I
cannot see anytlhing derogatory to the
dignity of the Minister of Agriculture, or
of lis Government, or of any
government. or of any officiai of any
Government of Canada in going to the
United States and seeing if some arrange-
ment can not be made whereby our pota-
toes can be admitted ito the United
States under the same regulations
under which potatoes are admitted from
the state of Maine. We have found
scab i New Brunewick and in Quebea; and
they have foun*d scab i the state of Maine.
I know thst fSr the st two months they
have been allowing potatos to be shipped
from. the state of Maine under certain regu-


