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tention to the report of Major Walsh, their
own commissioner, and to the statements
that the Minister of the Interior has allowed
to pass unchallenged here ; and now to-day,
for the first time, we have this high char-
acter given to Mr. McGregor. Months ago
these statements were made on the floor of
this House, and it is only to-day that we
find this gentleman given a high character,
I say, if he is as innocent of any wrong-
doing as I hope he is, the men with whom
he hss most ground to find fault are not
those who made the charges in this House,
but those who have given utterance, not to
my views, or my opinions, but this man who
stated on a passa2ngar steamer, in the pre-
gsence of scores of passengers, a gentleman
who has been mining in the Yukon two
years, that Mr. McGregor and Mr. Norwood
made fortunes in a few months, and it ap-
pears to be true, and appears to be proved,
go far as Capt. Norwood is concerned. I
say that when such statements as those are
made, it shows the absolute necessity there
was for this Government to appeint a com-
mission to make an investigation into those

charges.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. The somewhat pain-
ful experience the leader of the Opposition
has had during the last fifteen minutes is a
good evidence of the utterly baseless char-
acter of these Yukon charges. The hon, gen-
tleman’s experience is just such as would
bave met a commission of judges, if they
had been sent up into the Yukon district to
investigate these charges. He has bad to
acknowledge publicly, on the floor of this
House, that he did not know what he was
talking about, when he made these charges
against ‘Mr. MceGregor. It is all very well for
him to say that these charges had been
made ‘before on the floor of this House
against Mr. McGregor. It is frue that such
charges have been made by the hon, member
for Pictou (Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper)
and the hon. member for West Assiniboia
(Mr. Davin), who went so far as fo «¢all Mr.
McGregor a horse-thief, ‘We have paid no
attention to those charges ; those who know

- Mr. McGregor, knew well that they were
false, and did not think it worth while to pay
any attention to them. But when a gentle-
man of the standing of the leader of the
Opposition gets up and calls a man
like Mr.
scribes him as a man whose proper place
would be behind the bars of the peni-
tentiary, then it is time for those who
are friends of Mr. McGregor. to insist upon
a vindication of his character. Surely an
hon. gentleman of hls experience oughr to
know better. It does not matter much what
the hen. member for Pictou says in this
House in regard to these Yukon officials, it
does not matier much what the member
for West Assiniboia says about them. but

when a gentleman of the standing of the

leader of the Opposition makes such charges
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. ,

James MecGregor a rascal, de-

as these on hearsay evidence, on ithe word
of some unknown English gentleman, some
remittance man, perhaps, '‘who came out to
this country to seek his fortune, some speci-
men of the class 'to which the hon. gentle-
man himself is so much attached—I say
when a2 man of the standing of the hon. gen-
tleman brings such charges against Mr. Mec-
Gregor, & man who is respectable, a man
who is well known in the province of Mani-
toba as a business man, it is time for his
friends to pay some attention to them. The
hon.‘ gentleman does mot give us the name
of his informant, and when he does not give
us the name of his informant he assumes
on the fioor of this House responsibility for
the statements he has made. I happen to
know Mr, McGregor, I have known him for
fifteen years. It is true Mr. McGregor buys
horses occasionally, and sells horses occa-
sionally, and so do I; and I defy the hon.
gentleman to say that I am any the worse
or any more dishonest omn that account.
Some of 'the most homourable and respect-
able members of this House, on both sides,
are In the habit of buying and selling horses.
Mr. McGregor is a large dealer in horses, I
myself pave bought horses from him time
and again, and I am proud to stand here and
bear.test!mony to the fact that in every
way in regard te business I have found Mr.
McGregor a thoroughly honest, reputable
and upright man. He is s Iarge dealer and
stockbreeder in Manitoba. His word is his
bond. The reputstion of James MeGregor
throughout the province of Manitoba is
such th_at his friends deemed it unneces-
sary, wnen attacks were being made upon
him in Parllament, in the earlier part of this
session, to reply to them at all But, as 1
said before, when the leader of the Opposi-
tion gets up In his place and makes such an
uncalled for and slanderous charge as he did
agalnst Mr. McGregor this afternoon, then
his friends began to think it was 'time to
take his part. Now, Mr, Speaker, I think
it 18 clear that the hon. gentleman is in the
habit of getting up in this House and speak-
Ing of what he knows nothing about, and
it does not come well from a man of his
position. I must say, as a young member of
this fHonse, I feel a little diffident in calling
attention to ithe attitude of a gentleman
occupying his position, and to his reckless
disregard of the rights of private citizens,

It was painful for me to see the hon. gentle-

man crawling down ss he did as scon as he
found out that Mr, McGregor had friends in
this House, although 1 am glad that he had
the @ood sense and the discretion to recede
from the untenable position he had .taken in
regard to that gentleman’s character. I will
say in conclusion that so far as my experi-
ence and my knowledge go, the men who
went into the Yukom country as officials
were first-class men, and if aH the charges
which have been made against the Yukon
officials bave as Httle truth in them, or are
as foundationless as the charges which were
made by the leader of the Oppositi ,n against



