
COMMONS DEBATES. JANUARY 17

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Sir .OHN A. MACDONALD introduced Bill (No. 1)
respecting the Administration of Oaths of Offlee.

Bill read the first time.

SPEBOH FROM THE TURONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform this louse
that when the House attended His Excellency the Governor.
General this day in the Senate Chamber, Ris Excellency
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of Parlia.
mqzg, and, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of
the Speech, which is as follows: -

Honourable Genemen of the &nate:

Gustlemas qf the House of Commonu:

la fulfilment of the important trust committed to me by Ber Majesty,
I have recourse for the firet time to your advice and assistance. It is a
source of the deepest personal satiefaction to me, that I should have
bel U.ed by Ber Majesty to an offce in which, as Her Representative
I am. enmlad to take a part in the public affairs of the Dominion, and
to asociate myself with you in the performance of the honorable duties
wbich yon ae about to approach.

I rejoiee to learn that although the lat harvest bai been less produc-
tive than its predecessors, and although there are indieations that the
rapid expansion of your commerce bai, te some extent, been followed by
over-trading, the general condition ofthe Dominionis such as to justify
me in congratulating you upon its prosperity.

The marked success attained by Canada at the International Fishery
Exhibition in London, muet be very gratifying to you, and has, I doubt
not, been of great service in showin g to the world the wealth of our Fih-
crles and the extent of our marine industries and resources.

Tbe Oomilainners appointed by my predecessor for the purpose of
.onsolidating the Statutes affecting the Dominion, have pursued their
tauk with idiligence, and I am enabled to lay before you for examination
abontuixty chapters of the propoeed consolidation. The remainder of
he work will be prepared, and the whole of it revised during the present,
year, so that the final report will be ready at your next Session for your
approval.

Tb* aumber of immigrants te Canada during the pat seasen hAe, I am
glad to say, been greater than in any previous year, and is a proof that
tbe better Canada is known the more it is valued by those seeking a
ke inthe new Vorld.

Asasagemeots are in progress todminish the ooet of inlan tMnsport,
and I have reason to believe that the result will be a steady increase of
valuable settlers, in the future.

During the recess, negotations were resumed with British Columbia in
regard te several matters upon which differences had for some time ex-
itsd between the two Governme nts. One of my Ministers visited tha
Province last summer on a speoial mission with a view te the adjust-
mat of al questiocs in controveriy, and I efforts have happily been
suooesful. Should your sanction be given to the arrangements then

.zads, ail-ooesions of dispute will have been removed, and the moateor-
dial relations established between the Dominion and Provincial Govern-
Usejts.. The papers will be laid before you and your consideration
iavited to measures enabling me to give effect to the agreement

The rapid inrease of population in the North-Weat rendera some
ameadmenti in the North-West Territorles Act expedient, and your
ateA#on wil be called to this important matter.

The progress of the Indiana in Manitoba and the NorthWeSt during
last year ha been, on the whole, satistactory. The BEads iuelided in
the seyeral Indian Treaties have for the most part betaken themaplves

te ghir uegves, A Bill for the further prouimoI of he ixtereats
will be submitted to you, as well ai a meaure applicabl.,te ie ole
Ddla len, fer the purpose of enooraging thesassadvaakludian
oomMtuixIles to assume tie resposibilutis f e -goverasut.

r, SPUArER,

The Billlaid before yon laut Session for the representation of the
people in Parliament and the assimilation of the eleetoral franchises
existing in the several Prývinoe, bau now been befose the.ouxtry for a
year. The measure will be re-lntroduced and I commend it to your
attention.

I would also urge upon you the expediency of providing for the regula-
tion of faetory labour and the protection of the workingman and his
family. The measure submitted last Session, with some amendments,
will be laid before you.

The rapid progrfes ef diie <sandian Pacifie Bj,*ily has been main-
tained throughout the past year. Of the 2,833 miles of the main line
between Pembroke and Port Xoody, 1,738 miles are now eonstructed,
rendering practicable the completion of that great work within the

ne;t two years. Although the time within which the Railway Company
is bound to finish the road will not expire until 1891, my
Go vernment as thonght it of the greatest importance for the
settle.ment of the North-West and the development of our
trade, that its completion from sea to sea should be has-
tened and the Company enabled to open the line throughout by the
spring of 1886. With this view, and in order to aid the Company in
procuring safficient capital for the purpose by the disposal of its unsold
share, the Government agreed te receive a deposit of money and soeur-
ities sufficient topy a mininmum tbree per cent. dividend for teu years
on sixty-five millions o the stock. That arrangement was made
on the belief that it would give steadinens and& insaeod value
to the ahares on the market. A combination of unfarorable
circumstances bai prevented the fulfilment of these expeeta-
tions, and the Company has not been able to obtain the
required capital by a sale of its stock. The best meanu of preventing
any delay in the great object of the early completion of the railway, de-
manda yoer earnest consideration.

I am pleased to be able 4o state thatthe operationof that portion of
the-railway already opened, affords the most gratifying evidence-of its
soundness ai a commercial enterprise and of its great value to Canada.

The large increase of the volume of traffic on the Intercolonial Rail-
way over that of any previeus year, without involving any burden upon
the country, is a satisfactory proof of the continued developtnent of
trade between the eastern and western portions of the Dominion.

A provisional arrangement made with the Government of Nora Beotia
for the retention of the Pictou Branch and the acquisition of'the Bastern
Extension Railway to the Strait of Oanso, will be submitted for your
approval.

,enUam o] the Heva4W/ <Jmen
The accounts for the past year wini be laid before you. You willfiud

that the expen liture has been considerably less and the receipts larger
than the estimates, the surplus exceeding that of any previons year.
The revenue of the firt half of the current year, notwithatanding the
large importations of lait season, have been such that we may reson.
ably expect that the estimates for the year will be fairly maintained.

The estimates for the ensuing year ill aise be submated toyou.
They will, I trust, be found to have been prep.red with due negardAo
economy.

Honourable (.ntUemen q f the Senate:

Gentlemen of the Bouse f Commna.:
I feel assuredtàattyon will doete yourselveavithearnmtnessaaassl.

duity to th-oeonsideration of the subjeetu I hais mentlened,uad te aIl
mattersa1teeting the publie interests that may bebroughùtbefor e y.

On motion of Sir John A.Macdonald, Ris Excellency's
Speech wss ordered to be taken into consideration, to-
norrow.

SELRf STANDN%G (OXMMTif .

Bir:$0 N. M30« umXd

be appointed for the fnowiag purpos.s-1. Ø0F hMfugs amut' e.


