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SAFEGUARD S

CHAIRMAN'S TEXT

Ministers stress the importance of concluding a comprehensive
agreement on safeguards based on the basic principles of the General
Agreement which would aim to re-establish multilateral control over
safeguards, inter alia, by eliminating measures which escape such control .
Ministers recognize that such an agreement is vital to the strengthening of
the GATT system and to progress in the Multilateral Trade Negotiations .
Accordingly, they :

(a) take note of the in-depth examination of the specific elements
which has contributed to a better understanding of the whole
issue ;

(b) recognize that, because of the interrelationships between the
elements, substantive agreement cannot be reached on individual
elements in isolation ;

(c) recognize that safeguard measures are by definition of limited
duration ;

(d) in the light of the decision of the Negotiating Group, authorize
its Chairman, with the assistance of the secretariat and in
consultation with delegations, to draw up a draft text of a
comprehensive agreement as a basis for negotiation, without
prejudice to the right of participants to put forward their own
texts and proposals, preferably before the end of April 1989 ;
an d

(e) agree to begin negotiations on the basis of the draft text by
June 1989 at the latest .


