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lir. Asnka Iliehta has been Iiinister «f Planning
since January 24, 1966, sSern on October 24, 1911, ilr,
Ilehta studied at ilson College and the University School
of Economic¢s, Bombay, He was the founder member of the
Congress Sccialist Party, formed in 1934. He became the
editor of the Party's weekly paper started in the same
year and continued to serve in that capacity until 1939,

In 1949, ilr, llehta orzanized the hind ilazdoor
Sabha (Indian ‘Jorkers' Socisty), the third largest labour
uninn in the country tcdasy and became its first General
Secretary, From 1950 to 1953, ir. Mehta served as General
Secretary of tlie Socialist Party, In 1959 he was elected
Chairman of the Praja Socialist Party, He was deputy
leader «f the Indian Delegation to the United liatiens in
1963; in February 1964, tie late Prime ifinister Jauvaharlal
Nehru appointed him as Deputy Chairrian of the Planning
Commission.

Ir, Ifehta is the author of several broks: THE
CO:IWUNAL TRIANGLL IN IiDIA; 'O Gildo IIIDIA; PCLITICAL
IIKND COF ILDIA; DELIOCRATIG SCCIALISI; POLITICS OF PLANIED
LCCLOIYY; OSOCIALIS:T AwD PLASANIRY; IGDIAL SLIPPING; and
STUDIES Iiv ASIali SOCIALISII.
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