CONVENTION ON CLUSTER MUNITIONS
The States Parties to this Convention,

Deeply concerned that civilian populations and individual civilians continue to bear the
brunt of armed conflict,

Determined to put an end for all time to the suffering and casualties caused by cluster
munitions at the time of their use. when they fail to function as intended or when they are
abandoned,

Concerned that cluster munition remnants kill or maim civilians, including women and
children. obstruct economic and social development. including through the loss of livelihood.
impede post-conflict rehabilitation and reconstruction, delay or prevent the return of refugees and
internally displaced persons, can negatively impact on national and international peace-building
and humanitarian assistance efforts, and have other severe consequences that can persist for many
years after use.

Deeply concerned also at the dangers presented by the large national stockpiles of cluster
munitions retained for operational use and determined to ensure their rapid destruction,

Believing it necessary to contribute effectively in an efficient, coordinated manner to
resolving the challenge of removing cluster munition remnants located throughout the world. and
to ensure their destruction,

Determined also to ensure the full realization of the rights of all cluster munition victims
and recognizing their inherent dignity,

Resolved to do their utmost in providing assistance to cluster munition victims, including
medical care. rehabilitation and psychological support, as well as providing for their social and
economic inclusion,

Recognizing the need to provide age- and gender-sensitive assistance to cluster munition
victims and to address the special needs of vulnerable groups,

Bearing in mind the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which. inter
alia, requires that States Parties to that Convention undertake to ensure and promote the full
realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons with disabilities without
discrimination of any kind on the basis of disability,

Mindful of the need to coordinate adequately efforts undertaken in various fora to address
the rights and needs of victims of various types of weapons, and resolved to avoid discrimination
among victims of various types of weapons,

Reaffirming that in cases not covered by this Convention or by other international
agreements, civilians and combatants remain under the protection and authority of the principles
of international law, derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from
the dictates of public conscience,




