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contributions from the international community. However, as the
international community has had hardly any experience in dealing with this
type of emergency, it was Ieft to a non-governmental organization (Réseau
des Citoyen s-C itizen s Network) to take the first steps. Other NGOs,
several western countries, the European Union and United Nations
agencies have since provîded additional support, with varying degrees of
success.

Three separate periods can be distinguished between July 1994l and
March 1999.
a The first, July 1994 to August 1996, saw the start of the emergency
reconstruction phase of a judicial system that was barely functîoning. This
penod concluded with the passing of a law on 30 August 1996 relative to
the genocide and massacres.

* The second period, August 1996 to Decem ber 1997, saw the
application of this law and the first genocide trials. It concluded with the
completion of the emergency reconstruction phase.

* The third period began a few months ago with the opening of a
debate on the sensitive issue of the measures to be adopted in order to
process 125,000 detainees within a reasonable period of time. The
govemment's solution, to develop a form of citizens' justice, is a bold
gamble.

This last phase has also been marked by difficulties in tryîng to establish
an appropriate judicial system for the country in regard to the
administration of ordinarv lustice in tandem with the prosecution of the


