
animosity.9 Its legacy, however, casts a shadow over whether opportunities afforded by the
challenges of the 2 1"t Century will be seen as points of confiict and contestation or of
cooperation.

This opening paper is intended to introduce our Japanese audience to Canadian
perspectives on peace and security in the Asia Pacific. Although a discussion of Canada and
Asia Pacifie security should be a separate paper, but let me at least conclude my presentation
with a few remarks on this topie. The easiest entry point is to note that, as with most western
govemments, those foreign policy issues of primary coner to Canadian govemrments
address the basic questions of enhancing what are loosely referred to as core values, of
sustaining Canadian culture and institutions, and of ùiproving the quality of life of Canadian
citizens; hence, economic relations, trade and invesinient, and imigration remain i the
forefront of the bilateral agenda, while peace and security, icluding hum-an security and of
course humnan rights and democratization, are at the cutting edge of Canada's multilateral
efforts. 1 str-ess that for the Canadian goverament, multilateralism is viewed as
coniplementing and not replacing sustained bilateralismn to international affairs.

This is refleeted in the histoiy of Canada's involvement in and relations with the Asia
Pacifieceommunity. Canada bas had a continuai presence in matters of peace and seeurity in
Asia and in the larger Asia Pacifie for over haif a century. Our diplomatie and militaxy
involvement bas been in cooperation with others under multilateral auspices. While some
Canadian bilateral policy bas not been immune to serious crificism - for instance, regarding
sales of military hardware in the region, or the sale and transfer of nuclear technology, or
balancing econornc and trade mnterests with human nghts concernis in relations with China, or
expressing coneern over nuclear proliferation in South Asia while also seeking ways -to


