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Mr Chairmanp

When we bega-n 1our discussionl 
on this article, xny delega-

tIOfl indicated its pref'ereflce 
for' the existiflg text. 1 have

listened with great intereSt 
to the inany excellent speeches

W8hich bave been niadeq i'eflectiflg as they do the variou5 points

Of' view held by diff'ereflt 
delegations on this im.portaflt su.bject.

'Seems to me that despite these 
dif'fereflces, which tend at

tilàes to obscure the main Issue 
with which we are concerned,

*0 there is a good deal of' coEDiof 
grou.nd. It is signif'icaflt

thaLt we have accepted the Uiniversal 
])eclaration of' Uuman Rights,

Whie<h contains In Article 19 substafltially the saine provisions

Ils those set forth in the f'irst two paragraPhs of' Article 19 of'

the COvenants. With this in m.ind I should like, 
If' I xuay, to

talce this opportu.nitY to inf'o'I the Comm.ittee of' the reasons

Why w6 pref'er the text of' 
Article 19 as it stands.

In dealing with a subjeot, 
by Its very nature SO dif'fuse

8rid intangible, there Is mTu.Oh 
ta be said fr tryîng to achieve

e clear concise statemlent of' 
the principles involved, The truly

Dienirable declarations on 
f'reedofl, with which all here are

I'Ê=Îliar, have followed this 
general rule, They continue to

aLPPeal to us, not only bocause 
of' the historie events with 

which

thyare associated,-but also 
becailse they are wrItten 

in clear

Simnple ternis and can be readily 
understood by every mian. 

By way

Of' exainple, f'or Enfglih-speaking peoples, 
the rights enunierated

fln the 1689 Bill of' Rights are 
assertive, lu.cid statemients of'

.,PrIrIcîple which continue to 
Inspire in the m.inds of' people who

le free à. f'undamfental respect 
f'or the liberties or the individual,

"O French-speacing peoples, 
and even mare -rele-anlt to 

the topic

14 are discussing is Article 
II of the Declaration of' the Rights

Of' Man In 1789e whIch, translated 
into FEngli5h, had this to 

say:

"The Unrestrained com.ux'icat 
ion of' thoughts and opinions 

being

Oue Of' the inost pi'ecious rights 
of' man, every citizen niay speak,

'Wri.te and pu.blish f'reely, 
provided he be responsible 

f'or the

8ab'se of this liberty, In 
the cases deterllifed by 

law",

In My own countr'y, which 
has alwaYs had the basic 

f'reedofls

gu8.ranteéd by EnglIsh Comznon 
Law and the Qu.ebec Civil Code, 

1Pl'rlia-

'elt enacted in 1960 a Canadian 
Bill of' Rights whic'h states 

that;

"It Ishereby recoglized 
and declared that in Canada 

there have

elcisted an.d shaîl continue te exist 
withaut discrimflination by

eeason of' race, national 
enîgn. colour, religion or sex, 

the

IOllewing b.urnan nightsan~d 
f'ujdaflenltal f'reedoDLs, najielv. 

the

Ireedoi Of' speech; the f'reedolTl of' the presst". 
1 shaîl not, Mr,

Chairrnan, go on te enuxnerate thase 
f'reedoTs which are irrelevant

tO Article 19 of' the Covenalts,


