
Paul Heinbecker said that in a departure fromn traditional Security Council election
campaigns, Canada ran flot only on its UN credentials, but also a specific policy platform. The
first priority was to promote human security and to expand the Council's historical state-centred
approach to peace and security. Second, Canada sought to reassert the engagement and
leadership of the Council in the wake of its post-Somalia and Rwanda retrenchment. Finally,
Canada undertook to promote transparency and accountability of the Council to make it more
democratic.

The greatest challenge to Canada's platform was on human security because of the state-
centred security mandate assigned to, the Council by the UN Charter and because of its strict
interpretation by key member states. Nevertheless, Canada started from the assumption that
today's security agenda is dominated by new threats that affect people directly. The security of
states is essential, but not sufficient, to ensure the peace, safety and well-being of people. Iluman
security treats the safety of people as a moral good and a human necessity. It also treats the safety
of people as integral to achieving stability. Therefore, Canada sought to, broaden the Council's
definiltion of "tbreats to international peace and security" - its usual trigger for action, to
encompass new human security challenges. Canada argued that humnanitarian principles and
hurnan rights should be given greater weight in the Councils's calculus of when to act. The
"CNN effeet" engages actively our consciousness, we no longer have the choice whether to act or
not. Grievously harming people is no longer tolerable.

A strategy that combjned a case-by-case approach with a normative one was chosen.
Under the first element of this strategy, Canada sought "operational entry points" for advancmng
human security practices in the Counciî's day-to-day decisions on key secunity issues,
particularly peacekeeping mandates and sanctions regirnes. Canada realised the second element
of its strategy - promnoting a more normative approach to human security, through a thematic
initiative on the protection of civilians in armed conflict.
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