
CONVENTION ON COMBATING BRIBERY 0F FOREIGN PUBLIC
<)FFICIALS IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS

Preamble

The Parties,

Considering that bribery is a widespread phenomtenon in international business
transactions, including irade and investment, which raises serious moral and political
concernis, undermines good governance and econoîruc development, and distorts
international competitive conditions;

Considering that ail countries shar a responsibility to combat bribery in
internatonal business transactions;

Having regard to the Revised Recommandation on Combating Bribery in
International Business Transactions, adopted. by the Council of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) on 2ý3 May 1997, C(97)123/iNAL,
which, inter alla, called for effective measures to deter, prevent and combat the bribery of
foreign public officiaIs in connection with international business transactions, in particular
the prompt criminalisation of such bribery in an effective and co-ordînated manner and in
conformity with the agreed common elements set out in that Recommendation and with the
jurisdictional and other basic legal principles of each country;

Welcuming other recent developments which further advance international
understanding and co-operation in combating bribery of public officiaIs, including actions
of the United Nations, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the World Trade
Organisation, the Organisation of American States, the Council of Europe and the
European Union;

Welcoming the efforts of companies, business organisations and trade unions as
welI as other non-govemmental organisations to combat bribery;

.Recognising the role of governments in the prevention of solicitation of bribes
from individuals and enterprises in international business transactions;

Recognîsing that achieving progress in tWts field requires flot only efforts on a
national level but also multilateral co-operation, monitoring and follow-up;


