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C. Provincial Impact

Aithough several individuais abstained from giving their opinion on whether Quebec

woultf fare better or warse iinder -a free trade agreement, most believed the agreernent

would .vkrorsen Quebec's prospécts. The fëar- of Arriericart domination in their owrr

c0mmunity .seemed to prt-dispose Attitudes.. The perceived ecanornic. r-lout of, the United

States preoccupied most who believed that altl`6ugh th^-,gavernrnent may still be rurï by

Quebecers, they thought Americans wauld be.dictatirig from the background.

The majority of those who believed the free trade deal would be a bad thing for Quebec;

completely reversed their opinion when cansidering the impact it could have on the

province's hydrô-electric power" indnstry. By way of review, the June nation-wide

telephone survey results showed that 699G of Qu6becers thirik that their i^lei*tric power,

industry would be bet.ter off under free trade. Consistent with this.findirig, the rnajority

of locus group participants 'trelieved that free trade would provide a "golden opportiunity"

for Quebec to av ercarne the- present Canadian and Arnerican barrie rs for expnrting more

hyrlra-e-lectric power to the United States. Almost everyone. in the two gr-oiaps could

appreciate the likely be^nefïts for Quebèc and participants believc^-d that their expertise

was well-1çnown, and that Quebec was percëived as -a ihrorld leader in this area.

Very few could see any positive results for the manufaçturïng or service industries..F.ear

of losing natural resources, of not being able to comp-ete. with the giant American

corpvrations, and of loss of jobs to the United States were top-of-mind concern$. One

individual also feared the loss of government health care services in Canada as a result

of greater Arn6rican presence. Many believ0d'that labour.`was les5 costly in the United

States thah i'rr Quebec and that therefore, jobs wvuld he lost to a rriare cast-competiti.ve

labour market.

A minority (mostly young, :rrilddle SES males, and professionals) fielt that Quebec

companies could be competitive in specïaliaed goods and services exports, creating new

jobs for QuebeCers and new growth opportunities for indigenousQuebec corporal- ions.
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